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DIOCESE SETTLES ABUSE CASE
July 20, 2014, Santa Rosa

“Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls like 
a roaring lion seeking some one to devour. Resist him… ” 
(1 Pet 5:8-9)

Dear Fathers, Deacons, Consecrated Women and Men, 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

There is nothing harder for me as a bishop, as your pastor, 
than to have to announce that yet again, this diocese has 
recently reached yet another settlement with yet another 
victim of clergy sex abuse. 

If you do not know the details, we recently agreed to 
pay a significant settlement to a victim of the deceased 
Fr. Ted Oswald. This was not his first victim. He died in 
2010, however. He cannot harm anymore. Because of the 
settlement, the suit was dismissed. 

Thankfully, as of this writing, we have no pending lawsuits.
As I noted in the news release to local media announcing 

the settlement, the money this child of God received will 
never compensate for what was taken from him or any of 
the other victims. I pray and hope they will eventually find 
peace and tranquility. 

I apologized for the harm done to them. I also apolo-
gized—and this apology includes you—that this perversity 
was allowed to persist in the Church for far too long. I have 
asked their forgiveness. I ask your forgiveness, as well. 

Many think the Church or I as bishop has the ability to 
definitively root out every hint of this type of perversity. 
This, however, is a task beyond any human power. We will 
only accomplish this through prayer and works of penance 
such as fasting and giving of alms to the poor. In short, 
it will only happen through each of us working first for 
the conversion of our own hearts and then for the wider 
renewal of the Church. When through conversion every 
heart has redoubled its resolve to avoid every occasion of 
sin, that is the day we need no longer worry about another 
of these terrible horror stories happening. 

It bears stating there was a public disclosure of the settle-
ment involving Fr. Oswald in 2009, prior to the time period 
of this case. And when the diocese became aware of the 
2008 allegations involving Fr. Oswald, it responded by 
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“Estén sobrios y vigilantes. Porque vuestro adversario el 
diablo, ronda como león rugiente, buscando a quien devorar. 
Al cual resistan ...” (1 Pedro 5:8-9) 

Estimados Sacerdotes, Diáconos, personas Consagradas y 
Hermanos y Hermanas en Cristo: 

No hay nada más difícil para mí como Obispo, y como 
su pastor, que tener que anunciar que una vez más, esta 
diócesis ha alcanzado recientemente otro acuerdo con otra 
víctima de los abusos sexuales del clero.

Si usted aún no sabe de los detalles, recientemente se acordó 
pagar una cantidad significativa a una víctima del difunto Padre 
Ted Oswald. Esta no era su primera víctima. El sin embargo 
murió en el año 2010. Él no podrá hacer daño nunca más. 
Debido al acuerdo final acordado, la demanda fue retirada. 

Afortunadamente, mienstras les escrito esta carta, no 
tenemos demandas pendientes. 

Como señalé en el comunicado de prensa a los medios 
locales en el que anunciaba el acuerdo, el dinero que este (a cont. p. 4)

The Diocese of Santa Rosa recently gained its newest pro-
fessed woman religious. 

Two days before Fr. Isaac de la Cruz’s ordination, Sr. 
Mary Rose Mank, MSSR, took her final vows as a Sister 
for the Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa. 

Born in Baltimore in a family of four boys and one other girl, 
her father negotiated government contracts while her mother 
worked in the home. As a senior in high school, her parents 
moved to San Jose. She was only here for six months, how-
ever, because religious life back east beckoned.

“My attraction to the convent began at a very young age,” 
Sr. Mary Rose recalls. “Church was an extension of home. 
Plus witnessing my parents love for Church,” it instilled 
the same feeling in her.

Her parents played a huge role in her vocational dis-
cernment, which is ironic because they never once either 
encouraged or discouraged her when it came to being a 
religious. Instead Sister says it was things such as family 
meals, the witness of her dad praying the Rosary, the rever-

A NEW SISTER FOR SANTA ROSA
ence her parents gave to priests and religious, her mother 
making meals for Sisters because they didn’t like to cook, 
and so on. All of this sowed the seeds that God watered 
into the flower of a religious vocation. 

The attraction to the convent was 
something she began to articulate 
at age nine when she “went to the 
library to find all books could find 
on being a religious.”

After many years as a Sister, she 
felt called to become one of the 
first members of the Marian Sis-
ters of Santa Rosa. And now she 
is fully professed with the order. 

Asked what she likes most about 
being a religious, Mank says, it’s that her “job as a Sister is I 
get to be loved by God, love Him, lead everybody to Him, 
and let them know they’re loved, too.”

While tough days happen, nothing about her vocation is 

really difficult. “If you do anything for love, it’s not hard,” 
she observes. “There’s giving up your own will, of course. 
On a natural level, who wants to do that? ‘I want my way. 
I want to do it now.’ But in giving up my will, I am more 
easily disposed to doing God’s.”

She concedes living in community “can be difficult 
on a natural level, but it also helps me see my flaws 
and that helps me become more virtuous. It’s all in 
your attitude.”

What about having children? “I get to love, worry 
about, be concerned about, be happy with every child 
with whom I come in contact. I get to love them 100 
percent, with my whole heart and soul. They are all a 
gift from God.” 

“There was a feeling that came over me at the moment 
of my profession, when the bishop said to me, ‘You are 
definitively incorporated.’ Those were clinching words. 
And I remember thinking, ‘I will die a Marian Sister of 
Santa Rosa.’” ❖

removing him from ministry. It also reported the situation 
to the civil authorities. The diocese could not do more than 
the civil authorities. 

At this time, the most important thing is to begin the 
healing of all involved.

Clearly the Diocese of Santa Rosa in California has 
appropriate—even trend-setting—policies and procedures 
in place, and yet this evil still occurred. We therefore need 
everyone—every member of every parish, every administra-
tor, teacher, employee, coach, volunteer, catechist, and stu-
dent in every school to cooperate with them—to be vigilant 
and diligent now more than ever if we hope to safeguard 
the safety and well-being of our children and everyone else. 

If you are an ordinary parishioner with no volunteer, 
ministerial, or administrative function, educate yourself 
about things such as warning signs, what is and isn’t abuse, 
and what factors might place the vulnerable at risk. 

hijo de Dios recibió nunca compensará el sufrimiento por 
el que el paso. Rezo y espero que con el tiempo el encuentre 
la paz y la tranquilidad. 

Le pedí disculpas por el daño causado a el y todas las vic-
tams. También me disculpé -y esto incluye mis disculpas para 
usted- que esta perversidad se haya permitido y  que persist-
iera en la Iglesia por tanto tiempo. Les he pedido perdón a 
ellos. Y le pido perdón, también a cada uno de ustedes. 

Muchos piensan que la Iglesia o yo como obispo tenemos 
la capacidad de erradicar definitivamente cada pista de este 
tipo de perversidad. Sin embargo, esta es una tarea más 
allá de cualquier poder humano. Sólo lograremos esto a 
través de la oración y las obras de penitencia, tales como el 
ayuno y las obras de caridad como dar ayuda a los pobres. 
En resumen, un cambio sólo se producirá a través de cada 
uno de nosotros al trabajar primero por la conversión de 
nuestros corazones y después en el trabajo por la reno-
vación amplia de la Iglesia. Cuando nos convertimos en 
nuestro corazón entonces se redoblará su determinación 
de evitar toda ocasión de pecado, y entonces asi no ten-
driamos más la preocupación acerca de que estas historias 
terribles de abuso sucedan. 

Podemos decir que ya había una declaración pública 
de un acuerdo final que implicó el Padre Oswald en 2009, 
antes de este caso. Y cuando la diócesis tuvo conocimiento 
de las acusaciones que involucron en el 2008 al Padre 
Oswald, la Diócesis respondió al sacarlo del ministerio. 
También informó de la situación a las autoridades civiles. 
La diócesis no podía hacer más que de lo que las autori-
dades civiles hacen regularmente. 

En este momento, lo más importante es comenzar la 
sanación de todos aquellos involucrados. 

Con claridad ahora la Diócesis de Santa Rosa en Cali-
fornia tiene ya implementadas y ha creado polizas y pro-
cedimientos que estan en efecto, sin embargo aún así se 
produjo este mal. Por lo tanto, necesitamos que todos 
–absolutamente todos los miembros de cada parroquia, 
cada administrador, cada maestro, cada empleado, cada 
entrenador, cada voluntario, cada catequista, y cada estu-
diante en cada escuela  cooperar con nosotros y nosotros 
con ellos a estar atentos y vigilantes ahora más que nunca 



2   north coast catholic / aUGUst 2014 / www.srdiocese.org  

Director of Office of Child and Youth Protection Julie 
Sparacio often has excellent tips on how to do this in her 
monthly “Guarding the Vulnerable” column. You will find 
this in North Coast Catholic. 

The bottom line is that all Catholics—especially Catho-
lics who want to prevent the perversion of abuse from 
happening ever again—when we see something suspicious, 
we must act on it by saying something.

If you are your school’s or parish’s safe environment 
coordinator, then ensure all employees right down to the 
janitor and housekeeper and all who serve in a volunteer 
ministerial role are compliant. If you serve as a catechist 
or coach or volunteer, etc., make sure you have: 1) gone 
through the safe environment program; 2) been finger-
printed; and 3) your status is listed as compliant. 

If you are a parent, ask to see proof that your child’s 
catechist or coach, for example, is compliant. 

This incident has proven yet again we all need to show 
ever greater diligence to protect the vulnerable in our midst.

Let me say this: Despite our best efforts, evil may still 
occur. It will not ever be tolerated, however.

Some have questioned—understandably so—where we 
found the money to pay this settlement. Starting with my 
predecessor Bishop Daniel Walsh, this diocese has consci-
entiously husbanded its insurance resources for just such 
a calamity. Thus the victim will receive their settlement 
funds from insurance reserves. 

To this end it is important to note the following:

•  This settlement does not come from the Capital Cam-
paign monies;

•  This settlement does not come from the Annual Min-
istries Appeal monies;

•  This settlement will have no financial impact on your 
parish; 

•  This settlement will have no effect on any diocesan 
ministry.

It bears repeating that the full disbursement will be paid 
from insurance reserves.

Therefore regardless of any just anger you may experi-
ence in learning of the settlement—sentiments I fully share, 
believe me—I would ask for your continued support for the 
AMA and Capital Campaign. Many worthy ministries and 
apostolates count on your support, support that comes from 
these two fundraisers, and I pray you will not take out any 
understandable outrage you may feel on their worthy efforts.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I pray that 
God continue to shower every good grace and blessing 
upon you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus, 

The Most Reverend Robert F. Vasa
Bishop of Santa Rosa

(Letter from the bishop, cont.)

Sponsored by the Diocesan Department of Religious Education 
For Registration & an Application contact Carmen Aanenson:   

dre@srdiocese.org      (707) 566-3366   

www.santarosacatholic.org   

Held at: Cardinal Newman High School, 50 Ursuline Rd., Santa Rosa  

BASIC FORMATION   10am - 3pm   
Variety of Adult learning methods 

       

 Sept 6, 2014    Orientation, Introduction & History of Catechesis  

 Oct 25 & Nov 22   Creed I - IV 

 Dec 6 & Jan 31, 2015 Liturgy & Sacraments  I - IV  

 Feb 28   Methodology & Intro to Ecclesial Methodology 

 Mar 28 & Apr 25   Life in Christ & Conscience Formation  

 May 23     Catholic Social Teaching 

 Jun 27     Christian Prayer 

 Jul 25   observation & make up      

MASTER CATECHIST FORMATION  930am – 3:30pm       
   In-depth Study, Advanced Seminar & Teaching Practicum  

(Prerequisite: Basic Catechist Certificate - fulfills 50 of 100 required hours) 
   

 Sep 6, 2014     Additional Formation for Master Catechists 

 Oct 25 & Nov 22    Creed I - IV 

 Dec 6 & Jan 31, 2015  Liturgy & Sacraments I - IV 

 Feb 28      Methodology of Catechesis & Ecclesial Methodology 

 Mar 28 & Apr 25   Life in Christ & Conscience Formation 

 May 23     Catholic Social Teaching 

 Jun 27   Christian Prayer 

 Jul 25      Supervised Teaching Practicum (no make ups available) 

  Liturgy of the Hours: 9:15am 
 
 

Lunch: 12pm - 1pm 
(Bring a bag lunch)   

 
 

 Basic Catechist  $100.00/
person for entire program 

 
 Master Catechist $125.00/

person for entire program 
 
 For those interested in drop-

ping in $20 person/class.  
  
 Class can be used as credit 

towards Catechist Recertifica-
tion  

 
 Those who wish to attend and 

are not interested in receiving 
a California Basic or Master 
Catechist Certificate are     
welcome. 

 
 Complete an Application to 

begin the California Catechist 
Process. 

Adult Fall Faith Formation & Certification 
2014 - 2015  

FORMACION BASICA  10am - 3pm   
Una variedad de métodos de aprendizaje para adultos 

 
 06 de septiembre       Orientación, Introducción y Historia de la catequesis 

 25 de octubre y 22 de noviembre Credo I - IV 

 06 de diciembre y 31 de enero 2015    Liturgia y Sacramentos  I - IV 

 28 de febrero   métodos y Introducción a Eclesial métodos 

 28 de marso y 25 de abril      La vida en Cristo y Formación de la Consciencia  

 23 de mayo        La doctrina social católica  

 27 de junio          La oración cristiana   

 25 de julio        observaciones  

FORMACION CATEQUISTAS MAESTROS   930am– 3:30pm   
Estudio en profundidad, Seminario Avanzado y Practica Docente  

(Requisito: Certificado Básico – cumple 50 de 100 horas requeridas) 
 
 06 de septiembre      Formación adicional para el catequesis maestro 

 25 de octubre y  22 de noviembre Credo I - IV  

 06 de diciembre & 31 de enero 2015   Liturgia y Sacramentos I - IV 

 28 de febrero       métodos de catequesis y Métodos eclesial 

 28 de marso y 25 de abril     La vida en Cristo y Formación de la Consciencia 

 23 de mayo      La doctrina social católica 

 27 de junio      La oración cristiana    

 25 de julio      Enseñanza supervisada 

Liturgia de la Horas:  9:15am 
 
 

Almuerzo: 12pm - 1pm  
(Traiga su almuerzo)   

 
 

 Catequista básico $100.00/ 
        por persona para toda la serie 
 
 Catequista Maestro $125.00/ 
        por persona para toda la serie 
 
 Para aquellos interesados en ir a 

solamente una clase el costo es 
$20 por clase. 

 
 Clase se puede utilizar para la 

recertificación del catequista 
 
 Aquellos que deseen asistir y 

no están interesados en   
recibir una certificado de 
catequista son bienvenidos. 

 
 Llene una solicitud para   

iniciar el proceso de certifi-
cación de catequista.  

 

Adultos Formación de fe y Certificación 
2014 - 2015  

Patrocinado por el  Departamento de Educación Religiosa  
Para mas información o para registrarse  

póngase en contacto con Carmen Aanenson:   
dre@srdiocese.org      (707) 566-3366   

www.santarosacatholic.org   

dirección: Cardinal Newman High School, 50 Ursuline Rd., Santa Rosa 

8/1 St. Alphonsus Ligouri, CSsR, bishop, founder of the Redemptorists ❖  8/2 St. Eusebius of Vercelli, bishop
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Summer’s gradual winding down and September’s fast 
approach (not to mention those ubiquitous signs for Back-
to-School specials) can only mean one thing: School will 
soon start again. 

The education and, more importantly, formation of our 
children obviously is a most serious parental and ecclesial 
responsibility. And most parents certainly take seriously 
the academic excellence of the local school to which they 
send their children. 

Precisely because parents know education is important, 
they insist upon it. 

While parental insistence on the importance of their child’s 
secular education is laudable, this insistence unfortunately 
does not always extend to formal catechetical instruction. 

Some enroll their offspring in CCD only when one sacra-
ment or another is scheduled. Sometimes they enroll their 
children more frequently, but attendance leaves much to 
be desired. 

This indicates parents may not recognize the seriousness 
of their obligation or their children’s need for this ongoing 
religious education and formation. There are basic religious 
skills and knowledge young people must have to retain 
their Catholic faith. They need to know how to pray. They 
need to not only know the Ten Commandments but the 
many different ways these can apply to the situations of 
life. As early as third grade, they should know the seven 
sacraments and why these are important to our lives’ pil-
grim journey. 

T WO EDUC ATIONS
They should know the various parts of the Mass and why 

it isn’t simply some boring ritual designed to torture them 
for an hour each week. They should understand why we 
celebrate certain feasts. Christmas and 
Easter are almost taken for granted, but 
what about others such as the Incarna-
tion, Pentecost, and the Presentation? 

All of this and more are crucial to a 
full understanding of our Catholic Faith. 

Granted, these things are not neces-
sarily any more thrilling for a student 
than social studies or math. Nonethe-
less the interest of the parents can assist 
the student in remaining engaged in the 
learning process. Precisely to the degree 
parents believe religious education is 
important, they will insist upon it, par-
ticipate in it, and encourage their children 
to excel in it. 

Education in the secular sciences and 
arts is recognized as being very important 
for children. There is no doubt that study 
in these areas is vital to living well in our society. 

As Catholics, however, we have a dual citizenship. We are 
citizens of the City of Man and the City of God. We have 
duties and responsibilities in and to each. 

In order to properly prepare children to be participatory 
and productive citizens of the State, a good secular educa-

tion is essential. Likewise, in order to become participatory 
and productive citizen of the Church, a good religious 
education is essential. 

This education begins and is reinforced 
in the home. This education continu-
ally advances with each grade in an age-
appropriate fashion. This education is 
marked not necessarily with letter grades 
but with those more significant marks 
of faith, hope, charity, virtue, prayer, the 
Mass, and Christian living. 

It may happen on Judgment Day that 
God will ask parents whether they gave their 
progeny every necessary opportunity to be 
successful in this world, in this City of Man. 

It is certain, however, that God will ask 
parents whether those children received 
every necessary opportunity to be suc-
cessful in the world to come, in the City 
of God. 

How prepared are you to answer that 
question? ❖

El verano gradualmente se va y el enfoque de septiembre 
rápido llega (ni hablar de aquellos signos ubicuos de ofertas 
para el regreso a clases) esto sólo puede significar una cosa 
del verano: Clases pronto comenzarán de nuevo. 

La educación y, sobre todo, la formación de nuestros 
hijos, obviamente, es una gravísima responsabilidad paren-
tal y eclesial. Y la mayoría de los padres, sin duda se toman 
en serio la excelencia académica de la escuela local a la que 
envían a sus hijos. 

Precisamente porque los padres saben que la educación 
es importante, insisten en ello. 

Mientras que la insistencia de los padres sobre la impor-
tancia de la educación laica de sus hijos es loable, esta insis-
tencia por desgracia no siempre se extiende a la instrucción 
catequética formal. 

Algunos inscriben a sus hijos en el catecismo sólo 
cuando se programa algún sacramento. A veces inscriben 
a sus hijos con más frecuencia, pero la asistencia deja 
mucho que desear. 

Esto indica a los padres no pueden reconocer la gravedad 
de su obligación o necesidad de que sus hijos tengan este 
tipo de educación religiosa en curso y formación. Hay 
habilidades básicas religiosas que jóvenes deben tener para 
conservar su fe católica. Necesitan saber cómo orar. Ellos 
necesitan no sólo conocer los diez mandamientos, pero las 
diferentes maneras en que ellos pueden aplicar a sus vidas. 
Ya en el tercer grado, deben saber los siete sacramentos y 
por qué son importantes para la peregrinación de nuestras 
vidas. 

Ellos deben saber las diversas partes de la misa y por 
qué no es más que un ritual aburrido intencionado para 
torturarlos durante una hora cada semana. Ellos deben 
entender por qué celebramos ciertas fiestas. Navidad y 
Pascua son casi dados por hecho, pero ¿qué pasa con 
los demás, como la Encarnación, Pentecostés y la pre-
sentación? 

Todo esto y más son cruciales para una comprensión 
completa de nuestra fe católica. 

Por supuesto, estas cosas no son necesariamente más 
emocionantes para un estudiante que estudios sociales 

o historia. Sin embargo, el interés de los padres puede 
ayudar al estudiante a seguir participando en el proceso 
de aprendizaje. Precisamente en la medida en que los 
padres creen que la educación religiosa es importante, 
van a insistir en ello, participar en él, y alentar a sus hijos 
a sobresalir en ella. 

La educación en las ciencias seculares y las artes es 
reconocida como muy importante para los niños. No hay 
duda de que el estudio en estas áreas es vital para vivir bien 
en nuestra sociedad. 

Como católicos, sin embargo, tenemos una doble ciu-
dadanía. Somos ciudadanos de la Ciudad del Hombre y 
la Ciudad de Dios. Tenemos deberes y responsabilidades 
respecto a cada uno. 

Con el fin de preparar adecuadamente a los niños a ser 
ciudadanos participativos y productivos del Estado, una 
buena educación secular es esencial. Del mismo modo, 
con el fin de convertirse en ciudadano participativo y 
productivo de la Iglesia, una buena educación religiosa 
es esencial. 

Esta educación comienza y se refuerza en el hogar. 
Esta educación avanza continuamente con cada grado 
de una manera apropiada para su edad. Esta educación 
está marcada, no necesariamente con las calificaciones 
con letras, pero con esas marcas más importantes de la fe, 
la esperanza, la caridad, la virtud, la oración, la Misa y la 
vida cristiana. 

Puede suceder el día del juicio que Dios les pregunte a 
los padres si ellos le dieron a su progenie todas las opor-
tunidades necesarias para tener éxito en este mundo, en 
esta ciudad del hombre. 

Ténganlo por seguro, sin embargo, que Dios le pregun-
tará a los padres si los niños recibieron todas las oportuni-
dades necesarias para tener éxito en el mundo por venir, 
en la Ciudad de Dios. 

¿Qué tan preparado está usted para responder a esa 
pregunta? ❖

DOS ENSEÑANzAS There are a few Masses that have made a permanent 
impression in my heart, and I treasure the lessons from 
them more than any physical gift. One such Mass has been 
whispering to me in these last few months, reminding me 
of the Lord’s unconditional love for us.

We were living in New York, a young, newly married 
couple, and had just joined a new parish with an older Irish 
priest whose warm accent and friendly chuckle instantly won 
our hearts. It was a Sunday during Lent. Our priest began his 
homily, “There was a man who died and went to heaven.” 
Before every parishioner began to wonder if we were being 
prepped for a joke he continued, “This man was very righ-
teous in the eyes of God. He lived a good life, was a wonderful 
husband and father, came to church every Sunday, and lived 
a respectable Catholic life. St. Peter was honored to meet him 
and escort him through the gates of heaven.”

The priest continued, “St. Peter took the man on a grand 
tour of all the treasures in heaven when suddenly they came 
upon a bolted door. The man asked St. Peter, ‘What’s behind 
that door?’ To which he replied, ‘You do not want to see 
what’s behind that door, but I can’t deny you if you insist on 
walking in.’” 

Of course, the man insisted, and St. Peter unlocked the 
door. Inside were endless rows as high as the eye could see 
of gift boxes adorned in silk ribbons, each with a name on it. 
The man walked up and down the rows until he found the 
box with his name on it. He slowly unwrapped his box and 
began sobbing. St. Peter looked at him with agony and replied, 
“This is why I didn’t want you to come in here.” 

Inside the box were all the blessings the man was sup-
posed to receive from God during his lifetime but didn’t. 

St. Peter finally explained, “It’s simply because you didn’t 
ask. You have to ask.”

Tears were streaming down my face as my priest con-
cluded his homily, “It’s not enough to live a good Catholic 
life. Our Lord has prepared unimaginable blessings for 
each of us. Live in JOY. Know in your heart the undeniable 
truth of HIS unconditional love and ASK for His blessing.”

Today’s gift for your soul: Reflect upon Jeremiah 29:11, “For 
I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” Pray with joy in your heart, ask for Our Lord’s 
blessing, and know you are loved. ❖

by Jacqueline von Zwehl

Inside the Gift Box

From the Bishop

Bishop robert F.  Vasa is 

the sixth bishop of the 

Diocese of santa rosa.

8/3 Bl. Augustine Gazotich of Lucera, OP, bishop of Zagreb ❖ 8/4 St. Jean Marie Vianney, Curé of Ars 
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What to write for August? What to write, I pondered, and 
then the United States Supreme Court handed me a beauti-
fully gift wrapped subject. How thoughtful of them. 

In case you weren’t aware, the Affordable Care Act—also 
called Obamacare—mandated that unless employers met a 
very narrow, almost impossible religious exemption, they 
had to pay for their employees’ birth control. 

Actually, that’s wrong. The mandate was not part of the 
law passed by Congress. Rather it was part of regulations 
added afterward by the Department of Health and Human 
Services. Indeed the pro-life Democrats who provided the 
bill’s margin of passage have since said they never would 
have voted for the ACA had it included this dictate. 

In any event, the mandate meant the Eternal Word Televi-
sion Network (EWTN) and the Little Sisters of the Poor— 
whom the National Organization for Women (NOW) has 
named one of its “Dirty 100”—even the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis, would have to pay for contraception, including those 
contraceptives that act as abortifacients. 

“Abortifacient” is not a common word, so let’s look at it. 
When sperm and egg unite, the obvious result is a totally unique 
person with his or her own unique DNA that will never be 
repeated anywhere by natural means. This is basic Biology 101. 

If a contraceptive prevents implantation of that embryonic 
human (we were all that size once), it kills the child and is thus 
an abortifacient. Therefore an abortifacient is birth control 
that causes an abortion, defined as an in utero death of a child. 

A number of business owners agree with the Church that 
abortion is quite clearly murder (cf. Catechism no. 2271). 
Yet Obamacare requires such employers to subsidize what 
they rightly believe is a tremendous evil. In this respect 
the ACA constitutes an egregious violation of conscience 
and religious freedom. Why everyone cannot see this self-
evident truth is a mystery. 

The Supreme Court evidently could see this, and so it 
ruled 5-4 that “closely held corporations” (basically family-
owned businesses) can avoid paying for abortifacients if 
doing so violates religious beliefs. 

Because the majority of corporations are not “closely 
held,” this ruling impacts very few enterprises. Further-
more, as diocesan native Dr. Pia Solenni has noted, “Most 
companies will not even consider cutting contraceptive 
coverage because offering contraception reduces the costs 
of prenatal, maternity, and delivery care.” That is sadly and 
brutally utilitarian, but it is also very true. 

In his majority opinion Justice Samuel Alito wrote that if 
the Obama Administration’s desire is to provide absolutely 
free contraceptives, it could set up a mechanism by which 
to accomplish this without coercing conscientious objector 
business.

The bottom line is this: Women who want it can still easily 
get birth control of all sorts. If we’re talking emergency 
contraception, their out-of-pocket expense will be between 

From the Editor

Brian o’neel is communica-

tions director for the Diocese 

of santa rosa, california.

DON’T BELIEvE THE HypE
$30–$60 per month. An 
IUD costs considerably 
more—$500–$900—
but it lasts for five years. 
And Hobby Lobby, the 
plaintiff in this case, 
will continue to fully 
cover the Pill as well as 
15 other forms of birth 
control, just not the 
morning-after pill or 
IUDs. (Actually, Hobby 
Lobby’s stance makes 
no sense because even 
the Pill can prevent 
a fertilized egg from 
implanting in a woman’s uterus). 

Additionally the Court left untouched the states’ abil-
ity to mandate contraceptive coverage because its ruling 
appealed not to the First Amendment’s religious establish-
ment clause but to federal law. 

Thus the 28 states that currently require employers to 
cover all FDA-approved birth control can still do so. Only 
in states where religious exemption statutes exist will there 
be any question of what happens going forward. California 
is one of these, but it possesses a very weak exemption.

One last thought: Liberal congressman Rep. Jerome Nadler 
(D-NY) said in the decision’s wake, “No matter how sincerely 
held a religious belief might be, for-profit employers…should 
not be allowed to wield their beliefs as a means of denying 
employees access to critical preventative healthcare services.”

Again: No one is denying anyone anything. Birth control 
is still available in all its many forms. Employers don’t have 
to subsidize every form, however. Nor should they have to 
subsidize what employees do on their own time. 

More to the point, though, why is preventing pregnan-
cy—lesser child-murder, as some Jews in antiquity put it—a 
“critical healthcare service”? Preventing cancer: important. 
Preventing heart disease: important. Preventing obesity 
and encouraging good health: important.

But why, after countless millennia and untold billions of preg-
nancies, is child bearing suddenly a disease worth preventing? 
The point of healthcare is to prevent diseases, right? So, again, 
when did children become a disease to be prevented? 

What is wrong with us? ❖
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si queremos salvaguardar la seguridad y el bienestar de 
nuestros hijos y todas los demás presonas. 

Si usted es un feligrés común, sin algun rol como volun-
tario, rol ministerial, o con alguna función administrativa, 
eduquese usted mismo acerca de cosas tales como señales 
de alerta, lo que es y no es el abuso, y qué factores pueden 
colocar a las personas vulnerables en situación de riesgo. La 
Directora de la Oficina de Protección de Niños y Jóvenes 
de la Diocesis Julie Sparacio a menudo tiene excelentes 
consejos sobre cómo hacer esto en su publicación mensual 
“Protección de las personas vulnerables” en su columna 
informative que usted puede encontrará en nuestro Peri-
odico que se titular La Fe Católica en la Costa Norte. 

En conclusión podemos decir que todos los católicos 
-especialmente los católicos que quieren evitar la per-
versión de abuso suceda nunca más- cuando vemos algo 
sospechoso, debemos actuar sobre eso diciendo algo. 

Si usted es la o el coordinador/a en su Escuela o Parroquia 
de nuestro Programa del Ambiente Seguro, asegurese ya que 
todos los empleados desde el conserje y la persona que limpia 
la Iglesia o el Curato hasta los que sirven en una función 
ministerial de voluntarios esten cumpliendo con nuestras 
Polizas y Reglas Diocesanas para la Protección de los menores. 
Si va a servir como catequista o entrenador o voluntario, etc, 
asegúrese de que tiene: 1) haya tomado el entrenamiento en 
el programa de ambiente seguro; 2) se le hayan tomados las 
huellas digitales; y 3) su nombre este en la lista de aquellos que 
han cumplido con nuestra Polizas y Procedimientos.

Si usted es un papá o una mamá, pida ver la prueba de que 
el o la catequista o el o la entrenadora de su hijo, por ejemplo, 
haya sido entrenado y su nombre este en nuestras listas. 

Este incidente ha demostrado una vez más que todos 
tenemos que mostrar cada vez mayor diligencia para pro-
teger a los más vulnerables entre nosotros.

Permítanme decir esto: A pesar de nuestros mejores 
esfuerzos, el mal tal vez puede volver a pasar. Sin embargo, 
no volvera jamás a ser tolerado. 

Algunos han cuestionado –y es comprensible- donde 
encontramos el dinero para pagar este acuerdo final. Ya 
anteriormente mi predecesor el obispo Daniel Walsh, 
ayudo para que esta diócesis ha ahorrado concienzuda-
mente recursos de seguros para ser usados en este tipo de 
calamidad. Así, la víctima recibirá el pago de cualquier 
acuerdo de las reservas de estas aseguranzas. 

Para este fin, es importante tener en cuenta lo siguiente: 

•  Este acuerdo no será pagado de los fondos de la Cam-
paña de Capital; 

•  Este acuerdo no será pagado de la Petición Anual para 
los Miniserios; 

•  Este acuerdo no tendrá ningún impacto financiero en 
su parroquia; 

•  Este acuerdo no tendrá efecto en cualquier ministerio 
diocesano. 

Vale la pena repetir que el dinero total que se pagará 
saldrá de de las reservas de las aseguranzas con que la 
Diócesis. 

Por lo tanto, independientemente de cualquier ira jus-
tificada que usted pueda experimentar al enterarse de 
este acuerdo -sentimientos que compartimos plenamente, 
créame- le pido su apoyo continuo para la Petición Annual 
de los Miniserios y para la Campaña Capital. Hay muchos 
ministerios y apostolados que son dignos de seguir contan-
do con su ayuda, ayuda que viene de estos dos eventos para 
recaudar fondos, y le ruego para que cualquier indignación 
comprensible que usted pueda sentir no afecte estos esfuer-
zos que hacemos y que son meritorios de su apoyo. 

Gracias por su atención a este asunto. 
Rezo para que Dios continúe derramando  toda buena 

gracia y bendición sobre ustedes. 

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo Jesús,

(Carta del obispo, a cont.)

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo Jesús,

Reverendísimo Sr. Obispo Robert F. Vasa 
Obispo de Santa Rosa

Correction 
An article in the June issue erroneously stated the Feast 
of Corpus Christi was a holy day of obligation and that its 
observance fell on the Sunday following the offi  cial date of the 
feast in all but certain East Coast dioceses. This was incorrect. 
While the 1983 Code of Canon Law no. 1246 §1 says the feast is 
a holy day of obligation, the Vatican has allowed each national 
episcopal conference to moderate the list of holy days that each 
country must observe.

8/5 Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major (aka, St. Mary of the Snows) ❖ 8/6 Bl. Gezelinus, hermit 
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Guarding the Vulnerable

Julie sparacio is diocesan 

director of child and 

Youth Protection.

GETTING RID OF THE 
BROkEN RECORD
In recent weeks, Pope Francis has met with and apolo-
gized to six individuals who were sexually abused as 
children by clergy. Several victim advocates groups felt his 
apology amounted to nothing more than a publicity stunt. 

As I have on many occasions, I read their accusation that 
the Church doesn’t get it, that the Church does nothing 
to protect children, that sexual abuse of children is still 
rampant in the Church. 

Let me tell you, after 11 years in this 
job, those sentiments are discouraging 
because they are just not true. When I 
started doing this work, I was told I would 
be “changing a culture.” I didn’t really 
understand what that meant then, but 
I do now.

As I have written before, the Diocese of 
Santa Rosa has implemented policies to 
safeguard the children in our care. Every 
employee, clergyman, and layman must 
be fingerprinted and trained on the rec-
ognition and reporting of suspected child 
abuse. Every volunteer who has regular 
contact with children must also be finger-
printed and trained in the recognition and 
reporting of suspected child abuse. 

Keep in mind: These policies have been 
in place since 2003. In the beginning, they faced resistance 
and attempted negotiation over who should be required 
to comply. That doesn’t happen any longer. For the most 
part, people understand this is what it takes to work and 
volunteer in today’s Catholic Church. 

Sounds great doesn’t it? Well in some cases, “sounds” is 
about the extent of it. 

For the past month I have been verifying compliance at 
our parishes and schools. I am happy to report to you that 
the vast majority of our parishes and schools are in 100 
percent compliance. 

After repeated attempts to contact, cajole, and beg, how-
ever, several are not. Talk about frustrating. Is it possible 
they don’t think it’s important, as if the abuse of the last 40 
years by clergy and laity alike can’t possibly happen at their 
school or parish? 

Is it the pastor who doesn’t put the emphasis on compli-
ance, the safe environment coordinator who has too many 
responsibilities to adequately follow up, or the volunteer 

who doesn’t see the importance of com-
pliance? 

Who knows? The bottom line is we 
have locations that are not 100 percent 
compliant, even after 11 years of policy. 
What world do these people live in? Evi-
dently one without newspapers or access 
to newscasts. 

While writing this, I learned of another 
settlement reached with another victim, 
this one abused within the last 11 years. 
We had safeguards in place. How did this 
happen? Where did we, the people of the 
Diocese of Santa Rosa, fall short and fail 
to protect this young person? Like that 
Bible verse the bishop used to begin his 
letter, evil exists and it is on the prowl, 
make no mistake. 

We must be vigilant and passionate about protecting 
children. It really must be all of our responsibility to learn 
to recognize and report suspected child abuse. 

Frankly, we will never fully eradicate it from our society, 
not from our homes, our schools, our sports, and sadly, not 
from our churches. 

But maybe, just maybe we can turn the tide. I recently 
spoke with a colleague about a Midwest diocese that had 
very few abuse cases over the last 40 years. Wouldn’t it be 
nice if 40 years from now we could say the same thing? 

I’m tired of the same old broken record. Aren’t you? ❖

how Do You know When You’re “Middle-aged”?
Those 10 tell-tale signs …

1) You don’t understand what young peasants are talking about.
2) You struggle to read Chaucer in weak candlelight. 
3) You hate rowdy taverns with their lusty serving wenches and loud, newfangled madrigal 

music. Plus there’s always the danger there could be a drive-by knifi ng. 
4) You constantly worry you might have the Black Death.
5) You don’t know or care who Blondel is dating.1

6) You tell your wife the crusaders seem to look younger every year.
7) You struggle with new technology such as the heavy plough and the longbow.
8) You fi nd Gothic architecture too modern.
9) You keep forgetting who the King is.
10) You dream of buying a second hovel in France.

That’s enough Middle Ages. —Ed.

1. Blondel is the the name given to a twelfth-thirteenth century French troubadour.                      (taken  from Private Eye magazine)

CALENDAR

¡Atención! ¡Atención!
Televisión Católica Saboreando la 
Verdad con P. Manuel Valencia todos 
los Domingos de 9:00 a 9:30 a.m. en 
Azteca América San Francisco. Síguenos 
en: youtube/saboreandolaverdad o 
radiocatalicasantarosa.podbean.com.

august 23  
A day of refl ection and healing for gay, 
bisexual, and transgender men will 
take place today in the Napa valley. 
Reservations are required. For more 
information, call Joseph Sciambra, former 
same sex adult fi lm star, at 707-224-8754.

august 24  
Knights of Columbus Council 4930 
will host a luncheon in honor of the 
35th anniversary of Fr. Gary Sumpter’s 
ordination. It will take place at 1pm 
inside the Parish Life Center of St. Eugene 
Cathedral. Sponsors needed. Contact 707-
546-4211.

september 27   
The Sonoma County St. Vincent de Paul 
Society will hold its annual Harvest 
for Humanity auction and dinner this 
evening from 6-10pm at the Friedman 
Center, 4676 Mayette Avenue, Santa 
Rosa. Proceeds benefi t the Society’s Free 
Dining Room, which annually serves 
over 85,000 meals to the needy. The 
benefi t will feature both a live and silent 
auction. For more information, e-mail 
svdpharvestforhumanity@gmail.com or 
call 707-586-8121.

october 4
SAVE THE DATE!
Santa Rosa Religious Education Congress
Location: Cardinal Newman High School
Call Carmen Aanenson 707-566-3366 or 
e-mail dre@srdiocese.org. 

october 12
Italian Catholic Federation Branch 52 
Healdsburg
First Annual Golf Tournament and Dinner
For more information, e-mail icf52@aol.
com.

Calendar items must be submitted at 
least six weeks in advance. Send them to 
dioceseofsantarosa@yahoo.com.

8/7 St. Cajetan of Thiene, founder of the Theatine Order ❖ Bl. Edmund Bojanowski, layman, founder of three religious orders
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HOW TO kEEp yOUNG pEOpLE 
C ATHOLIC IN COLLEGE 
It would be easy to quote statistics that clearly reveal just 
how common it is for Catholics to abandon their faith 
during college. 

That isn’t really necessary. Our friends’, family members’, 
and perhaps even our own stories are more than enough to 
get the point across. We already know there is a real prob-
lem. The temptations on campus along with the freedom 
that comes with being away from home provide a perfect 
recipe for a departure from the Faith. 

So what do we do about it?
As with any problem to which we want solutions, it 

always helps to look at best practices from those who have 
worked toward resolutions. While it is not the only effective 
Catholic group on college campuses, FOCUS—the Fel-
lowship of Catholics University Students, the organization 
for which I work—has experienced quite a bit of success 
keeping students Catholic in college.

Consider the following:

•  Over 400 FOCUS missionaries labor full-time 
on 100 campuses across the country.

•  These men and women and several thousand 
who serve as student leaders alongside of them 

by Kevin Cotter

lead over 12,000 students in weekly FOCUS 
Bible studies. 

•  Almost 500 young people involved with a 
FOCUS Bible studies in college have joined a 
seminary or religious order since it began in 
1998.

•  Some 81 men and 14 women entered a seminary 
or religious orders in this last year alone.

So what’s the secret? How does FOCUS help young 
people stay Catholic in college and beyond? 

It isn’t as if our Bible studies are magic. Rather, FOCUS 
uses these to help young adults discover a deep commit-
ment to Jesus Christ and His Church, to help them recog-
nize their need for Him as their Savior. It helps facilitate 
their personal encounter with Him. It is Christ who allows 
their faith to not only survive but thrive in college. 

Whether we know a young person who is in high school, 
college, or post-college, our primary focus should be find-
ing ways to give people a similar encounter with the Person 
of Jesus Christ. This engagement could come through 
adoration, a dynamic Catholic conference, a youth group, 

Aquinas College, Nashville
Ave Maria University, Naples, Florida
Belmont Abbey College, Belmont, North Carolina
Benedictine College, Atchison, Kansas
Campion College (Sydney, Australia)
Catholic Distance University, Hamilton, Virginia 
The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC
Christendom College, Front Royal, Virginia
College of Saint Mary Magdalene, Warner, New Hampshire
The College of Saint Thomas More, Fort Worth, Texas
DeSales University, Center Valley, Pennsylvania
Franciscan University of Steubenville, Steubenville, Ohio
Holy Apostles College and Seminary, Cromwell, Connecticut
Holy Spirit College, Atlanta, Georgia
Institute for the Psychological Sciences, Arlington, Virginia
John Paul the Great Catholic University, Escondido, California

Living Water College of the Arts (Derwent, Alberta, Canada)
Mount St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Maryland
Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Academy (Barry’s Bay, Ontario, Canada)
Redeemer Pacific College (Langley, British Columbia, Canada)
Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family at   
 The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Rome)
St. Gregory’s University, Shawnee, Oklahoma
Thomas Aquinas College, Santa Paula, California
The Thomas More College of Liberal Arts, Merrimack, New Hampshire
University of Dallas, Dallas
University of Mary, Bismarck, North Dakota
University of St. Thomas, Houston
Walsh University, North Canton, Ohio
Wyoming Catholic College, Lander, Wyoming

RECOmmENDED CATHOLIC COLLEGES AND UNIvERSITIES
The United States has nearly 200 officially Catholic post-secondary schools, giving it more than any other nation by far. But there are Catholic colleges 

and universities and then there are Catholic colleges and universities. This is nothing new. Even the soon-to-be beatified Ven. Fulton Sheen said, “If you 

want [your children] to lose their faith, send them to a Catholic school.”

But who wants to spend a small fortune on a four-year education (or what they call in San Francisco “a monthly house payment”) to have that happen? 

Aren’t there schools that will give your progeny a great education and help reinforce their faith and Catholic identity? There are, and though they are 

only a small handful out of the total, you won’t go wrong with any of them. 

a friend, a mentor, or a number of different ways. Without 
that encounter, though, many of our young adults will 
continue to fall away. 

Most importantly, we should ask ourselves: What is my rela-
tionship with Christ? Have I made Him the center of my life? 

If we want our young people to remain Catholic, we have 
to serve as a witness for the ways Our Lord has changed 
and shaped our everyday lives. 

It is easy to feel helpless in those situations where we see 
a young person depart from the Faith and perhaps make 
other poor decisions along the way. Now that he or she is 
an adult, it seems like the situation is out of our control. 

In these times, it is important to turn to prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. These are powerful actions we can take for 
our loved ones (cf. Matt 6:3-18). 

The good news? Christ wants young people to remain 
Catholic more than you do! Trust in Him throughout 
these times. ❖

 
Kevin Cotter serves FOCUS as the director of Web and 
FOCUS Equip. He is the author of Through the Year with 
Pope Francis and the soon-to-be-released A Year of Mercy 
with Pope Francis. Kevin resides in Denver with his wife Lisa 
and their children.

8/8 St. Margaret Mary of the Cross MacKillop, RSJ, foundress ❖ 8/9 St. Edith Stein, Jewish convert and martyr
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INTRODUCING STEpHEN mORRIS:
yOUR NEW DIOCESAN yOUTH mINISTER
I fell in love with youth ministry as a teen growing up in 
Novato. I was involved in an ecumenical youth group that 
met me right where I needed to be as a 15-year-old. That 
is to say, there were about 40 girls and 10 guys involved, so 
the ratio was definitely in my favor. 

But then God showed up, and the vibrancy of youth 
ministry clobbered me! God wanted a relationship with 
me, and I couldn’t help but want to share it with others.

This vibrancy and dedication to our Catholic faith con-
tinued through college, and it really blossomed while work-
ing in Los Angeles. I became an adult volunteer and taught 
for the Life Teen program at my parish.

I eventually assumed a leadership role and led a group 
of kids to San Diego for a large Christian music conven-
tion. It was similar to Woodstock, only take out the mud, 
drugs, and debauchery, and replace them with the Holy 
Spirit and worship songs. I couldn’t believe I was allowed 
to dance around in an open air arena and praise God with 
thousands of other people. “God is good,” I exulted, “all the 
time!” Charismatic worship (or as the kids called it “being 
a fool for Christ” or “Jesus freak”) fit me well and has been 
an intricate part of my devotional life ever since.

Recently the band Building 429 has rocked the con-
temporary Christian charts with a song called, “Where I 
Belong.” It encourages listeners to focus on Jesus and not 
“this world,” because we’re not made for this world. Ulti-
mately “where I belong,” where all of us belong is the next. 

This message is contrary to the one we get from society, 
which abides by the notion that, “If a tree falls in the forest 
and doesn’t update its Facebook status, it doesn’t really fall.” 
With our culture, it’s all about the here and now. 

In other words, let’s collectively look around so we can 
enjoy this life while at the same time recognizing “we 
belong” to the next. We need to constantly remind our-
selves—and our children—that we are “on the way.” 

The late American theologian Fr. John Courtney Murray, 
SJ, put it this way: 

Within the earthly City man is an alien; it is not 
his home, he does not find his family there… He is 
a pilgrim in its streets, a man in passage, restless to 
be on the way toward the Holy City.

Does that mean we should ignore this world altogether? 
No.

What it does mean is we Christians are required to 
determine “Where I Belong” by engaging in a practical 
application of phileo (i.e., brotherly) love in our parishes 
and communities (cf. Gaudium et Spes, no. 24). 

Therefore, regardless of where you are or who you are, 
I hope we collectively strive to serve one another. Also, I 
humbly ask for your prayers as I begin to serve our diocese.

God’s grace upon you. ❖

Parents are the “first educators of their children” (Catechism, 
no. 1653). That is a beautiful sentiment and calling. However, 
how many of us feel equipped to teach our own children 
anything academic, especially when it comes to religion? 

The following points of reflection will hopefully help 
even the greenest neophyte raise their children with a 
greater grounding in the Faith.

1. start with yourself. Parents are called to exemplify the 
Catholic faith—to study, live, and pass on the teachings of 
the Church as they have come to us from the apostles. To 
do so, however, our own heart must first be converted to 
Jesus Christ and His Church. The reason is simple: Our 
modern world “listens more willingly to witnesses than 
to teachers” and if the world does “listen to teachers, it is 
because they are witnesses” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, no. 41, 
apostolic exhortation, Ven. Pope Paul VI). We can help our 
kids by being a witness ourselves what it means to live a 
dynamic and holy Catholic life. After all, no matter what 
our vocation—priest or lay—we are called to be saints (cf. 
Lumen Gentium, Chapter V). Easier said than done, but 
with God, “all things are possible” (Matt 19:26).

2. love your spouse. The Church calls parents to trust in 
the graces of their sacrament (holy matrimony) to help 
us through the ups and downs of life. One great way for 
parents to teach children their faith and thus how to be 
good Christians is to for them to love their spouse without 
fail. “So great and splendid is the educational ministry of 
Christian parents that St. Thomas Aquinas has no hesita-
tion in comparing it with the ministry of priests” (Familia-
ris Consortio, no. 38, apostolic exhortation, Pope St. John 
Paul). It also helps if spouses possess the same spiritual 
mission and shared religious education goals.

3. protect your family. The Second Vatican Council taught 
“the family is the first school of the social virtues that every 
society needs” (Gravissimum Educationis, no. 3). It also called 
the family the “domestic church,” a “church in miniature.” 
Strong families are the building blocks for society. Parents 
must not be ashamed to safeguard the children God has 
entrusted to them from anything contrary to Jesus’ message. 

4. Help build a strong parish community. “It is for this 
reason that the Christian community must give very special 
attention to parents. By means of personal contact, meetings, 
courses, and also adult catechesis directed toward parents, the 
Christian community must help them assume their respon-
sibility … of educating their children in the faith” (General 
Directory for Catechesis, no. 227). Most parents expect the 
parish to teach their children their Catholic faith. Even so, 
parents should also use their “time, talent, and treasure” to 
support the pastor and religious education program. And they 
should get to know the program’s catechists.

5. Be apostolic. “… there is no separation or opposition 
between catechesis and evangelization. Nor can the two be 
simply identified with each other” (Catechesi Tradendae, 
no. 18, apostolic exhortation, Pope St. John Paul). If our 
families are well-formed in the Faith, then as modern-day 
apostles we will bring the good news of the gospel from 
our families into the wider society.

Parents care for the souls of their children and love 
them best when they desire their spending eternity with 
Our Lord. With God’s grace, let us lovingly live out this 
most sacred calling to raise future saints of the kingdom 
of heaven. ❖

Five keys to Effective Catechesis for your kids
by Deacon Dennis Purificacion, EdD

by Stephen Morris

}

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May their 
souls and all the souls of the faithfully departed 
rest in peace.   

I n  M e M o r I a M

Fr. Ronald Maupin
August 5, 1993*

Fr. C. Christopher Peck
August 8, 1993*

Fr. William Stack, CPPS
August 9, 1977

Fr. Matthew E. Costello, OSB
August 10, 1989

Fr. Denis Conlon, OCD
August 19, 1977

Dcn. Robert Little
August 23, 2009

Dcn. Ken Manz
August 24, 2009

Dcn. Frank Ratto
August 26, 1990

}

obItuarIes

Dick Latimer, a prominent teacher at Santa Rosa’s 
Piner High School, recently passed away of congestive 
heart disease. He would have turned 80 this August 13. 
Born in Chicago and raised in Vallejo, Latimer graduated 
from University of San Francisco, where he met his 
wife of 53 years, Maureen. Following his retirement, he 
volunteered as an intake worker at the Catholic Charities 
homeless shelter in Santa Rosa. He was buried July 1 at 
St. Leo the Great Church in Boyes Hot Springs. The family 
asks that donations be made in his name to Catholic 
Charities’ homeless and immigration programs. 

stephen Michael brown, father of Fr. Samuel “Moses” 
Brown, parochial vicar (curate) at St. Rose Church, passed 
away on July 9 after a long illness. Born in South Carolina 
on September 8, 1950, and raised in New Jersey, he went 
on to serve his country as a soldier in the United States 
Army during the Vietnam War and went to school upon 
his return. He resettled on the West Coast in California 
with his brother Chris and Stephanie Haag, whom he 
later married. Before they divorced, they had a son, 
Samuel Michael Brown, who is now known as Fr. Moses 
Brown and is parochial vicar at St. Rose Church. Stephen 
lived a full and activity-packed life, taking advantage 
of every vacation, long weekend, or time off that he 
could find. Among the many activities that he enjoyed, 
he had particular affinity for Scottish dancing, cycling, 
camping, and hiking. He spent much time with his friends 
and family and often coordinated group outings and 
activities. He had a great love for the environment and 
wildlife. In addition to his son Fr. Brown, he is survived by 
his siblings Peg Laramee, David Brown, and Chris Brown. 
His funeral Vigil and Mass took place at St. Rose, and his 
remains were interred at Calvary Cemetery in Santa Rosa.

*Priest from another diocese who died while 
serving in this diocese.

8/10 St. Lawrence the Deacon, martyr ❖ 8/11 St. Clare of Assisi, foundress of the Poor Clares ❖ 8/12 Bl. Karl Leisner, martyr 
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In one of St. Augustine’s sermons “de Ascensione Domini,” 
he takes as his text Colossians 3:1-2: “If then you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is seated, at the right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 

If you regularly attend Mass, that is a familiar enough text, 
right? But then Augustine, as is his wont, gives it a strik-
ing twist: “For just as He remained with us even after His 
Ascension, so we, too, are already in heaven with Him, even 
though what is promised us has not yet been fulfilled in our 
bodies….While in heaven He is also with us; and we while 
on earth are with Him. He is here with us by His divinity, 
His power, and His love. We cannot be in heaven, as He is 
on earth, by divinity; but in Him, we can be there by love.”  

There are roughly 70 million Catholics in the United 
States. How many of us believe we are “already in heaven” 
with the Lord? And if we really believed that—if we really 
believed that the most important part of our being was 
united to Christ and thus incorporated into the life of the 
Holy Trinity—how would we act on earth?

We’d be on fire with a sense of mission.
There are many reasons to deplore the change in liturgical 

mISSION TImE
nomenclature for the weeks after the Easter season, from Sun-
days “after Pentecost” to Sundays “in Ordinary Time.” There 
is nothing “ordinary” about time after the Resurrection and 
Ascension. For as that Colossians text suggests and Augustine 
makes explicit, human “time” has now been drawn into the 
divine life through the mystery of Christ’s return to the Father 
and his being seated “at the right hand of the Majesty on high” 
(Heb 1:3) as Lord of history. 

History, in that sense, is “inside” the Godhead. And there 
is nothing ordinary about that.

Sundays “after Pentecost,” by contrast, reminded the 
Church that the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit, celebrat-
ed on the fiftieth day after Easter, continues in the Church 
throughout history, so that the Church can continually bear 
witness to “that which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked upon and touched with our hands” (1 John 
1:1)—the Risen Lord, who offers us, in our friendship with 
him, a participation here-and-now in the life of God himself.

The Pentecost season (if you’ll permit a lapse into a rel-
evant bit of liturgical antiquarianism) lasts from Pentecost 
itself through midday of the Saturday before the First Sunday 

of Advent. It is the longest of the Church’s seasons; it is the 
season of hope (hence the green vestments); it is a season for 
lengthening the stride of the spiritual life, in a steady rhythm 
of pilgrimage toward the kingdom where our hearts already 
rest because they rest in the Lord. But it is also, and above 
all, the season of mission. Because Pentecost is not simply 
about celebrating the gift of the Spirit to the Church. As Acts 
2 illustrates, Pentecost is about giving that gift away.

The Pentecost season is when those who truly believe that 
“we are already in heaven with Him” offer others the pos-
sibility of living like that. The offer is made in many ways: in 
acts of compassion and charity; in acts of explicit witness to 
Christ; in explaining why the Church believes what it does. 
If, as St. John Paul II and Pope Francis propose, the quality 
of our discipleship is measured by our commitment to giving 
others the gift we have been given, the lengthy weeks of the 
Pentecost Season are divinely ordered to that gift-giving.

About which, there is nothing “ordinary.” ❖

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow at the Ethics 
and Public Policy Center in Washington, DC. 

by George Weigel

How hard to believe the days of beachwear and suntan 
lotion will soon be behind us! That means one thing (cue 
ominous music): It’s back-to-school time. 

For many, the rush to replenish school supplies and 
other sundry back-to-the-books necessities is left awash 
in the wake of the excitement of purchasing a fresh, new 
back-to-school wardrobe. Unless of course you attend a 
parochial school where the fashion choices are only slightly 
less limited than those of state prisoners. 

Do not be downcast, however! Although it may appear that 
the school dress code was dreamt up by some adolescent-
hating, color-blind, fashion-loathing, drooling laboratory chim-
panzee, you need not be as limited in your attire as you think. 

White button-down shirt a necessity? Wow your class-
mates with such daring choices as: off-white, bone, ecru, 
ivory, cream, eggshell, white-ish, or vanilla! For those chilly 
winter months, simply insulate yourself with bubble wrap, 
and make everyone wonder why it sounds like the Fourth 
of July every time you take a seat! 

Red plaid skirts for the ladies? How about accessorizing 
with some glow-in-the-dark sparkly tights! Tattoos and 

facial piercings a “no-no?” Show off your individuality with 
the likeness of your favorite character from “Divergent” 
stapled to your face (Look, guys, “Four” is on my forehead!). 

You young men don’t have to wallow in the boredom of 
plain khaki-ness (although who wouldn’t want to be mistaken 
for a Target employee?  Can we say, “Discount”?). Your school 
may have a policy of no facial hair, but who’s to say you can’t 
grab a marker and make yourself a Seneca Crane look-alike? 

Although the aforementioned ideas apply mainly to 
teens and pre-teens, don’t think those precious little tykes 
are to be overlooked. 

For example, where I live, there is a mandate that any 
female under the age of nine must be crowned with a 
hair bow that is no smaller than Rhode Island. This is a 
grand opportunity to fly in the face of wanton wardrobe 
authoritarianism! Hair accessories of titanic proportions 
for everyone! If you walk in the school with anything less 
than a bejeweled hubcap on your head, little ladies, you 
are missing out.

Although young men as a general rule are not as atten-
tive to the dictates of fashion, we must not ignore their 

BACk TO (pAROCHIAL) SCHOOL FASHIONS
by Mara Russo

need to express their individuality. Little Joey may have to 
wear the plaid shorts and a solid-colored shirt everyday, 
and he can only wear white socks, and he may not be able 
to pop on a hair bow, but who says his shoelaces have to 
be boring? 

Why not lace those shoes with Twizzlers pull and peel 
candy, and have a snack for later? Just be sure and mind 
the mud puddles on the playground. (Then again, it’s little 
boys we’re talking about. To them, dirt is just another name 
for organic sprinkles. Chalk it up as an immune booster.)

Who said back to parochial school fashions were 
boring? ❖

Mara Russo is an only slightly insane 
wife, mother of six, and youth retreat 
leader.

8/13 Queen St. Radegund ❖ 8/14 Martyrs of Otranto, Italy ❖ 8/15 Feast of the Assumption
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m y  D I O C E S E  N O  LO N G E R  E X I S T S 

TILKEF, Iraq (ACN News)—“Ahlan wa sahlan. Welcome.” 
Such is Archbishop Amel Nona’s friendly greeting to an 

anxious-looking, veiled woman who enters his office. He 
offers her a seat. 

“She has just come here to Tilkef from Mosul on foot 
with one of her sons seeking safety,” says the Chaldean 
Archbishop of Mosul, translating the agitated words of 
the Muslim woman. “There have been skirmishes between 
the government and the Sunni rebels. That’s why she fled.”

Less than two miles separates Mosul and the Christian 
town of Tilkef. But they are now worlds apart since mili-
tants of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) conquered 
Mosul on June 10. 

“We welcome everybody here, be they Christian or 
Muslim,” Nona says. “This is what our faith teaches us: To 
help everyone regardless of religion. God loves everyone. 
That’s why we should help all.”

In Alqosh, a Christian city about 14 miles from Mosul, 
Church-run facilities have taken in 150 Muslim families in 
addition to 500 Christian families. In Tilkef, more than 700 
refugee families have been given shelter, a good number of them 
Muslim. The town is bursting at the seams. Refugees have even 
been accommodated in a print shop for liturgical literature.

 “We left everything behind in Mosul. We were able to 
rescue the clothes we are wearing, documents, and a few 
bags. That’s all that’s left. I don’t know whether we will 

by Oliver Maksan

The advance of the ISIS militants has made thousands of 
Iraqi Christians homeless—the Catholic Church is helping 
Christians and Muslims

ever be able to go back there,” explains Habib, a Chaldean 
Catholic and father of five. He shrugs his shoulders, adding, 
“I don’t know what the future will bring.”

Archbishop Nona knows what the people are going 
through. He has become a refugee himself. When the 
jihadists took over Mosul three weeks ago, he and about 
5,000 Christians fled from Iraq’s second largest town. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Muslims have also attempted to flee 
to safety. The number of displaced is estimated at about 
450,000. Most of them have found refuge in the autono-
mous Kurdish areas. “My diocese no longer exists. ISIS has 
taken it from me,” the archbishop says.

At the present time, according to Nona, three quarters of 
the approximately 10,000 members of his diocese are on the 
run. “I don’t know whether they will ever return to Mosul.”

The people’s mood is somber. “There is no room for us 
Christians in the Middle East,” one woman says. She also 
fled from Mosul. She has four children. “Where are they 
supposed to go now? There’s nothing keeping us in Iraq 
any more. First came the 2003 war. Then there was the 
subsequent confusion when we Christians became the 
target of fanatics. And now this happens. We want to get 
to the West as soon as possible.” 

But she has no illusions. “I know from relatives that it 
isn’t easy to start a new life there. At least it’s safe. I don’t 
want my children to grow up in fear.”

The bishops are fully aware of the suffering of their 
flock. At their recent emergency synod, they struggled to 
come up with answers to the crisis which the advance of 
ISIS has sparked. 

“It’s not only the present refugee crisis,” Archbishop Nona 
says. “The problem is that because of the advance of ISIS and 

the tensions between Sunnis and Shiites all Christians feel 
unsafe in Iraq. They have lost their faith in a future here.” 

The battering of Iraqi Christianity, whose origins go back 
to the Apostle Thomas, is nothing new. Archbishop Nona 
reckons that more than 25,000 Chaldeans lived in Mosul 
alone in 2003, when the Americans invaded to topple 
Saddam Hussein. Before the current exodus this figure had 
dropped to just 5,000. 

In all, Iraqi Christianity has lost about two-thirds of its 
previously 1.2 million adherents.

The bishops now place their hope in Kurdistan. For years 
now, this autonomous zone in northern Iraq has become 
a refuge for Christians forced to flee from turbulent parts 
of the country, including Mosul and Baghdad. There, the 
bishops believe, they could find a new home. ❖

Oliver Maksan is a reporter for Aid to the Church in Need, 
an international Catholic charity under the guidance of the 
Holy See, providing assistance to the suffering and persecuted 
Church in more than 140 countries. www.churchinneed.org.

Archbishop Nona with Muslim woman

8/16 St. Roch (aka, Roque) of Montpellier, confessor ❖ 8/17 St. Nicholas Politi of Sicily, hermit ❖ 8/18 St. Alberto Hurtado Cruchaga, SJ, priest



10   north coast catholic / aUGUst 2014 / www.srdiocese.org  

the seconD VatIcan 
councIL Fathers speak 
From Lumen Gentium (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church)

Christ is the Light of Nations. Because this is so, this 
[Council] … eagerly desires, by proclaiming the gospel 
to every creature, to bring the light of Christ to all men, a 
light brightly visible on the countenance of the Church…. 
[It] desires now to unfold more fully to the faithful of the 
Church and to the whole world its own inner nature and 
universal mission.

The eternal Father, by a free and hidden plan of His own 
wisdom and goodness, created the whole world. His plan 
was to raise men to a participation of the divine life. Fallen 
in Adam, God the Father did not leave men to themselves, 
but ceaselessly offered helps to salvation, in view of Christ, 
the Redeemer “Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of every creature.” He planned to assemble in the 
holy Church all those who would believe in Christ

The Son, therefore, came, sent by the Father. It was in 
Him, before the foundation of the world, that the Father 
chose us and predestined us to become adopted sons, for in 
Him it pleased the Father to re-establish all things. To carry 
out the will of the Father, Christ inaugurated the Kingdom 
of heaven on earth and revealed to us the mystery of that 
kingdom. By His obedience He brought about redemption. 
The Church … grows visibly through the power of God 
in the world. This inauguration and this growth are both 
symbolized by the blood and water which flowed from the 
open side of a crucified Jesus and are foretold in the words 

ß
Speaking to a kindergarten catechism class, Fr. 
Smith said, “There is just one thing I want you 
all to remember and I want you to remember it 
all the rest of your lives. It is what you learn in 
this classroom that matters most and will always 
matter. God sent you into the world to save your 
souls, and nothing else is important. When you 
are bigger, wicked men and women will perhaps 
try to make you believe that this is not so and 
that all that matters is to grow rich and powerful 
and be honored by your fellow men. This is not 
so. Remember always that God does not see as 
the world sees, and that a dirty ragged tramp 
with the grace of God in his soul is infinitely more 
lovely and beautiful in our Lord’s sight than any 
sinful monarch in his palace. Try to obey Our Lord 
always. Remember that you may be right in your 
own soul when the whole world is wrong with 
its noisy tongue. People may try to tell you that 
religion is only for church and Sundays and that 
it is foolish to try to be a saint; they will be wrong: 
as this world and its pleasures will pass away, it is 
foolish not to try to be a saint, and one cannot be a 
saint without being religious all the week through. 
The toffee you tasted yesterday won’t give you 
any pleasure, but it may make you sick. Sin is like 
that; it is only pain and not pleasure which it will 
give you in the next world.”

—Bruce Marshall, The World, the Flesh, and 
Father Smith

of the Lord referring to His death on the Cross: “And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all things to myself.” 

As often as the sacrifice of the cross … is celebrated on 
the altar, the work of our redemption is carried on … and 
the unity of all believers who form one body in Christ is 
both expressed and brought about. 

All men are called to this union with Christ, who is the 
light of the world, from Whom we go forth, through Whom 
we live, and toward Whom our whole life strains. 

When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on 
earth was accomplished, the Holy Spirit was sent on the day 
of Pentecost in order that He might continually sanctify the 
Church, and thus, all those who believe would have access 
through Christ in one Spirit to the Father. To men, dead 
in sin, the Father gives life through Him, until, in Christ, 
He brings to life their mortal bodies. The Spirit dwells in 
the Church and in the hearts of the faithful, as in a temple. 
In them He prays on their behalf and bears witness to the 
fact that they are adopted sons. The Church, which the 
Spirit guides in way of all truth and which He unified in 
communion and in works of ministry, He both equips and 
directs with hierarchical and charismatic gifts and adorns 
with His fruits. Uninterruptedly He renews [the Church] 
and leads it to perfect union with its Spouse. The Spirit and 
the Bride both say to Jesus, the Lord, “Come!” ❖

508-340-9370         call us 24/7          855-842-8001 
www.proximotravel.com 

Carmela Manago                         Executive Director 
email: sandi@proximotravel.com 

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland,  
Shrines of Europe and much more... 

ranging from  $3,599—$4,899 for 2014. 
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE  

with Airfare from anywhere in the continental USA 
Italy/Switzerland: Sep 6-18, Sep 11-23, Sept 18-30, Sep 
25-Oct 7, Oct 4-16, Oct 9-21, Oct 16-28, Oct 23-Nov 4... 
Italy Regular: Sep 6-14, Sep 13-21, Sep 20-28, Sep 27-
Oct 5, Oct 4-12, Oct 11-19, Oct 18-26, Oct 25-Nov 2…  
Holy Land: Sep 10-20, Sep 15-25, Sep 22-Oct 2, Sep 29-
Oct 9, Oct 6-16, Oct 13-23, Oct 20-30, Oct 29-Nov 8... 
Holy Land/Italy: Sep 22-Oct 5, Sep 29-Oct 12, Oct 6-19, 
Oct 13-26, Oct 20-Nov 2, Oct 27-Nov 9, Nov 3-16... 
Italy South: Oct 4-16, Oct 11-23, Oct 18-30, Oct 25-Nov 6 
France/Portugal/ Spain: Sep 13-25, Oct 5-17… 
Ireland/Scotland: Sep 6-18, Sep 20-Oct 2... 
Poland: Sep13-24, Sep 27-Oct 8, Oct 4-15, Oct 5-16… 
Greece/Turkey: Sep 13-25, Sep 20-Oct 2, Sep 27-Oct 9… 

 

2015 Dates 
France: Apr 25-May 7, May 2-14, May 9-21, May 16-28... 
Spain: Apr 4-16, Apr 11-23, Apr 18-30, Apr 25-May 7... 
Tuscany: Apr 20-May 1, Apr 25-May 6, May 2-13, May 9-20 
Lourdes/Fatima: Apr 23-May 1, Apr 30-May 8, May 7-15 
 

Now offering Low-Season Trips 
Same great trips for less. Dates in 2015 

Holy Land $2,999: Jan 7-17, Jan 14-24 Jan 21-31, Jan 
28-Feb 7, Feb 4-14, Feb 11-21, Feb 18-28, Feb 25-Mar 7… 
Holy Land/Italy $3,999: Jan 5-18, Jan 12-25, Jan 19-
Feb 1, Jan 26-Feb 8, Feb 2-15, Feb 9-22, Feb 16-Mar 1… 
Italy $2,699: Jan 3-11, Jan 10-18, Jan 17-25, Jan 24-Feb 
1, Jan 31-Feb 8, Feb 7-15, Feb 14-22, Feb 21-Mar 1… 
Italy/Switzerland $3,899: Jan 1-13, Jan 8-20, Jan 15-
27, Jan 22-Feb 3, Jan 29-Feb 10, Feb 5-17, Feb 12-24... 

8/19 St. Ezequiel Moreno Díaz, bishop ❖ 8/20 St. Samuel, biblical prophet
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HOmESCHOOLING: A GREAT OpTION 
—BUT NOT FOR EvERyBODy 
by Heidi Badley

In 1999, 850,000 of this nations school-aged children were 
homeschooled. Today, roughly 1.3 million—or 4 percent 
of minor students—receiving schooling in their home 
(some sources say the number is 4 million). Accord-
ing to Education News, “the number of primary school 
kids whose parents choose to forgo traditional educa-
tion is growing seven times faster than the number of 
kids enrolling in K-12 every year.” Indeed, some reports 
indicate that homeschooling grows by 15-20 percent 
each year.

Education News goes on to note, “Homeschooling statis-
tics show that those who are independently educated typi-
cally score between the 65th and 89th percentile on such 
exams, while those attending traditional schools average 
on the 50th percentile. Furthermore … [with homeschool-
ers t]here’s no difference in achievement between sexes, 
income levels, or race/ethnicity.”

So we can see there are many attractive reasons to home-
school, just as there are many appealing motives for send-
ing children to a public or private school. How do parents 
know what is best for their children?  

The decision to homeschool is one your family should 
consider carefully and prayerfully to determine if it is 
a good fit for everyone involved. My family has home-
schooled off and on for the past 12 years or so. We 
reassess every spring to determine what each child needs 
… and what mom’s stress level is. That is no small con-
sideration.

One consideration is that some children thrive in a 
homeschooling setting, while others really need a class-
room situation. 

For instance, our one son, a senior this coming year, 
absolutely loves homeschooling. He is a self-motivated 
learner and has always liked to do things in his own time 
and way. 

In contrast, one of his brothers hated homeschooling. It 
was like pulling teeth trying to get him to do his work. He 
needs someone other than mom telling him what needed 
to be done. 

Some of our children work well in either situation, 
and that’s where mom’s stress level comes in. We have 14 
children (no, that isn’t a typo, and, no, we’re not Amish). 
There is always a lot going on. At times, though, more 
stressful things are happening that need more of mom’s 
attention. 

Good examples would be a new baby or a hard preg-
nancy. During those times, our children have all been in 
brick and mortar schools. 

Those brick-and-mortar schools have been private and 
public. My husband teaches at Kolbe Academy & Trinity 
Prep, so when we could afford it, that’s where we sent them. 
When we could not afford it, and my stress level was too 
high, we put them in our local public schools. Luckily we 
have some great ones in our area.

There are many homeschool programs and resources 
available. We have used Catholic programs and secular 
ones, depending on our financial situation. I have never 
been confident enough to put together my own program, 
but I know people who do. I prefer to use programs that 
have lesson plans available since I find planning lessons to 
be a chore I don’t relish. 

My favorite program is an internet school called Cali-
fornia Virtual Academies. It is set up as a charter school, 
so it is tuition free, and they send all the materials plus 
computers. The curriculum is from a company called 
K-12, and it is a challenging, classical education. The 

lesson plans come already prepared, a lot of the lessons 
are done on the computer, and they are both fun and 
engaging for the kids. 

What about religious education? As President Theodore 
Roosevelt said, “To educate a man in mind and not in 
morals is to educate a menace to society.”

K-12’s curriculum is secular, so for the religious educa-
tion aspect parents can choose from Kolbe Academy, Seton 
Homeschooling, Mother of Divine Grace, and others. 
Many of these use the Ignatius Press religious education 
series Faith and Life. 

When my stress level is down, and I have kids who enjoy 
homeschooling, it is so much fun for me. I love watching 
my children learn and seeing how excited they get when 
something finally makes sense. I love watching them finally 
be able to decipher those mysterious things called words 
and be able to pick up a book and read. Plus I have learned 
so much alongside them. As an adult I appreciate history 
lessons so much more than I did as a teen. 

“Yes, but what about prom?”
Many homeschool organizations and co-ops host proms 

and even graduation ceremonies, and sometimes families 
invent their own way to mark these rites of passage. Plus 
there is nothing to keep a homeschool student from going 
to some local school’s dance (other than mom and dad’s 
permission, of course). 

Many people worry about socialization, but what makes 
us believe socialization offered by traditional schooling is 
optimal? The National Home Education Research Institute 
reports students spend 36-54 hours per week in school-
related activities. The means their peers and other adults 
are the ones socializing our children. These people may 
have less than ideal values or belief systems. For example, 
many parents have had the experience of learning their 
child during a sleepover saw a movie they never would 
have let them watch at home. 

Radford University’s Dr. Thomas Smedley tested home-
school and public school students using the Vineyard 
Adaptive Behavior Scales, which is a valid and reliable test 
to measure a child’s adaptive level of functioning. Home-
schoolers scored in the eighty-fourth percentile, while 
those in public institutions ranked in the twenty-third 
percentile.

Homeschooling is definitely my education of choice for 
my children, but all aspects of each child’s personality and 
the other things happening in life have to be considered 
and then reconsidered as things change. ❖

Heidi Badley and the other 15 people in her immediate 
family are parishioners at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in 
American Canyon.

36th Annual Benefit Dinner
Discalced Carmelite Friars

Carmelite House of Prayer, Oakville

Sunday, September 7, 2014

Dinner and Auction
2:00 p.m. Social Hour and Silent Auction

Entertainment
4:00 p.m. Buffet Style Dinner

Tri-tip and Chicken and Side Dishes,
Fine Napa Valley Wines

Enjoy the beautiful grounds and tour of the monastery

Individual ticket: $50
Child ticket (12 or under): $15

Phone: 707-944-2454 • email: ocdoakville@gmail.com • www.OakvilleCarmelites.org

,.

8/21 Bl. Victoire Rasoamanarivo of Madagascar, laywoman, the “father and mother of Madagascar’s Catholics” 
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News Briefs
DIocesan 

“Local” man ordained to the diaconate  
On Saturday, June 28, the Feast of St. Irenæus of Lyons, at 

Sacramento’s Blessed Sacrament 
Cathedral, Dennis purificacion 
was ordained to the permanent 
diaconate by Bishop Jaime Soto 
of Sacramento. 

Why would North Coast 
Catholic concern itself with an 
ordination in another diocese? 
Because Dcn. Purificacion’s 
other calling is serving as Santa 
Rosa’s director of Religious 
Education, a post he assumed 
in September 2013. 

Purificacion, 39, a husband and father of four children, 
entered the diaconal candidate formation program in 2009. 
Ordained with him were 18 other men. Bishop Soto has 
assigned Dcn. Dennis to his home parish, St. Catherine of 
Siena Church in Vallejo.

new principle at st. helena school
St. Helena—St. Helena School has hired Chase nordlund 
to serve as its next principal. 

Before coming to St. Helena, Nordlund served as 
principal at St. Patrick School in Tacoma, Washington. 

He also served as an assis-
tant principal and teacher 
there. 

Prior to teaching, Nor-
dlund worked in banking, 
which gives him a useful 
background in matters of 
finance and accounting.

Fr. Gordon Kalil, pastor 
at St. Helena Church, said, 
“We are excited to welcome 
Chase. He brings both 
exceptional leadership and 

innovative ideas to our school. His past experience as an 
administrator and teacher will help us continue to imple-
ment and grow our academic centric programs.” 

Said Principal Nordlund, “I have been amazed by the 
positive reception I have received. I look forward to work-
ing with the students, parents, faculty, and staff, all of 
whom have been very enthusiastic and helpful.”

He and his wife Diana have three grown children, are 
devoted Catholics, and are dedicated church and com-
munity volunteers.

curia grows by one  
The chancery welcomed a new member of the curia when 
stephen M. Morris became the diocesan director of Youth 
Ministry. A North Bay native, he has degrees from both 
California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo, and 
the University of San Francisco. 

For the past four years, Morris served as a theology 
teacher at St. Vincent de Paul High School in Petaluma. 
He has an extensive background in education and business 
and is an award winning youth minister. He and his wife 
live with their two children in Petaluma, where they are 
parishioners at St. James Church. 

More trouble at st. bernard church  
The Times-Standard in Eureka recently reported that the 
rectory of st. Bernard Church in Eureka has again been 
burgled. The rectory, of course, is the same place in which 
Fr. Eric Freed was murdered on New Year’s Day. In this 
most recent incident, someone had neglected to turn on the 
alarm, and when the custodian arrived at 4:45am, he found 
the lower panels of the rectory’s door kicked in. 

While conducting a search of the house, responding 
officers heard footsteps in the attic. Police apprehended 
Sherman Procnau, 51, of Fortuna, who was in possession 

of a bag of methamphetamines and a syringe and charged 
him with burglary, resisting arrest, and possession of a 
controlled substance.

caridades católicas—ayuda para llenar la 
aplicación de Daca
¿Necesitas ayuda para renovar tu permiso de Acción 
Diferida para Personas que llegaron Durante su Infancia 
(DACA, por sus siglas en inglés) o para llenar tu aplicación 
por primera vez? Caridades Católicas puede ayudarte a 
hacerlo a bajo costo. El programa de DACA es un programa 
federal que les proporciona a los jóvenes indocumentados  
un permiso para vivir y trabajar en los Estados Unidos por 
un periodo de dos años. Si deseas renovar tu permiso de 
DACA debes hacerlo entre 120 y 150 días antes de que tu 
permiso actual expire. Para obtener mayor información y 
hacer una cita, comunícate al 707-578-6000.

silver rose passes through crescent city
Crescent City—On June 29, Knights of Columbus from 

Oregon and California participated in a transfer ceremony 
of the our lady of Guadalupe silver Rose at Star of the 

Sea Church in Brookings, Oregon. The Silver Rose serves 
as a symbol of the Knights of Columbus’ commitment to 
the pro-life cause. 

Fr. luan nguyen served as celebrant for the Mass and 
transfer ceremony, with Fourth Degree Knights of Colum-
bus from Brookings and Crescent City serving as the color 
guard. 

The ceremony marked the official transfer of the metal 
flower as it travels into the Diocese of Santa Rosa and then 
throughout California and the United States on its journey 
to Mexico.

The Silver Rose program began in 1966 to honor Mary 
under her title of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the 
Americas and of human life in all of its stages. There are 
now six votive roses that begin their journey in Canada and 
travel throughout the United States. This provides many 
Catholics the opportunity to participate in praying for the 
continent and the pro-life cause.

Federal funding stoppage threatens catholic 
charities 
Santa Rosa—According to the Press Democrat, Catholic 
Charities, “[Sonoma] county’s leading provider of home-
less services, is scrambling to come up with about $400,000 
to offset the unexpected loss of federal grants that largely 
underwrite the nonprofit agency’s shelter and services for 
homeless families. The Department of Housing and Urban 
Development had provided the grants “for about 10 years.” 
Current funding expired on July 11. 

“This was completely unexpected,” said len Marabella, 
the charity’s interim executive director. Catholic Charities 
officials note they were not given an explanation for the 
move. County and other local officials are discussing ways 
to assist the organization. 

Petaluma—The PD also profiled St. Vincent de Paul High 
School senior Tyler Schmidt for his volunteer work with 
the Marin County Sheriff ’s Office search and rescue team 
in San Rafael. Schmidt also plays baseball and football, 
takes honors-level classes, and works at a local eatery. 

The school’s recently retired Director of Advancement 
Joanne Ferris said of the impressive young man, “He’s got 
a very mature calmness about him. He’s always composed, 
always ready to smile, and, most importantly, always ready 
to jump in and lend a hand where needed.” 

tragedy claims three teens’ lives
Gualala—In the early morning hours of Sunday, June 1, 
a car containing three teen parishioners of Mary, Star of 
the Sea Mission in Gualala went off of PCH and crashed 
into a tree. Two passengers—brothers Jhovani Gonzalez-
Marquez, 18, and aron Gonzalez-Marquez, 14—died 
instantly. The third, their cousin Jason Marquez, 18, died 
of his injuries later that evening. All three had attended 
Point Arena High School, where they were popular and 
members of the school’s soccer team. 

According to the Press Democrat, the boys had attended 
a good friend’s quinceañera Saturday night at the Gualala 
Community Center. The party ended at midnight, Sunday 
morning, and the boys left together sometime after that.

“They were tuners; they loved to work on their cars and 
show them off,” said Michael “Bone Daddy” Thomas, 
the owner of the Bones Roadhouse, a barbecue restaurant 
where Jhovani worked as a busboy and his father as a chef. 
“They were normal American kids just like we were.... The 
nicest kids you’ve ever met.”

“I appreciate so much the last moments I spent with 
him,” said luis lopez, 18, who called Jhovani his best 
friend. The two drove down to Modesto together Friday 
to get a part for Jhovani’s car. “He was the best person, so 
positive, and always there for you. I don’t even want to 
think he’s gone.”

Jhovani and Aron were the only children of Antonio and 
Arcelia Marquez, a chef and hotel worker who live in The 
Sea Ranch. Their cousin Jason was the son of Gricelda and 
Ubaldo of Gualala.

Their obsequies took place Sunday, July 6, before a full 
congregation at Mary, Star of the Sea. Fr. Balaswamy 
Govindu celebrated the Mass, and Msgr. Dan Whelton 
concelebrated, as did Fr. oscar Diaz, diocesan director of 
Hispanic Ministry.

brothers of christian schools form new province
Napa—The Institute of the Brothers of the Christian 
schools has announced the inauguration of the District 
of San Francisco New Orleans in the Lasallian Region of 
North America. The new confederation was formed from 
the merger of the District of San Francisco and that of New 
Orleans-Santa Fe. It encompasses Justin-Siena High School 
and the La Salle Brothers’ retreat house and retirement 
home, all in Napa.

st. Vincent senior earns all state honors  
Petaluma—St. Vincent de Paul High School senior Ursyla 
Baumgarten was recently named to the Cal-Hi Sports All-
State Softball Small Schools first team, the Press Democrat 
has reported. Last season, she had a .490 batting aver-
age, 19 RBIs, and helped her team go “undefeated in the 
NCLII,” which enabled them to reach the NCS Division 5 
semifinals. 

Additionally she has made the All-Empire each of the 
last four years and was Player of the Year as a sophomore.

cardinal newman grad on path to play pigskin for 
princeton 
Keaton Dunsford (Cardinal Newman ’14) of Calistoga, 
“who passed for 45 touchdowns and nearly 5,300 yards 
in two seasons as the Cardinals’ starting quarterback, has 
been offered a roster spot on the” 2015 Princeton Univer-
sity football team, according to the Press Democrat. The 
paper notes he will play at a college preparatory school in 
New Hampshire this year, and transfer to Princeton. He 
has not been accepted academically but is on track to do so. 

natIonaL

presbyterian church usa redefines marriage
Detroit—The presbyterian Church Usa’s general assem-
bly has voted to allow its ministers to perform “gay mar-
riage” and to redefine marriage as a “commitment between 
two people,” drawing objections that it is moving away 
from Christian orthodoxy.

“Only declining denominations reject historic Christian 
standards and in nearly every case that rejection reinforces 
the decline,” Mark Tooley of the Institute on Religion and 
Democracy said June 19.

“Who respects a church that only echoes the secular 

The people in the photo are left to right: Don Fisher, Joe Espinoza, Bruce Barber, Joe 
Oxendine, Fr. Luan Nguyen, David Dornaus, Larry Mullaly, Mark St. James, Lee 
Burch, Al Granados, Michael Burch 

Principal Chase Nordlund

8/22 Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary ❖ 8/23 Bl. Władysław Finysz, martyr ❖ 8/24 St. Bartholomew, apostle 
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world?” asked Tooley, whose inter-denominational orga-
nization aims to support orthodox theology and practice 
in mainline Protestant denominations.

The decision must now be approved by a majority of the 
denomination’s 172 regional groups, called presbyteries.

Bill norton, a delegate whose Presbytery de Cristo 
includes parts of Arizona and New Mexico, asked for a 
delay in any changes.

“We are laying hands on something that is holy, that God 
has given us, so we need to be sure any changes we make 
are in accord with God’s will revealed in Scripture,” he said, 
according to the Associated Press.

Krystin Granberg, a minister of the New York Presby-
tery and a supporter of the changes, said she frequently 
receives requests from friends and parishioners who “want 
to be married in the church they love and they want me 
to do it.”

The Presbyterian Lay Committee accused the general 
assembly of making “an express repudiation of the Bible.”

Louisiana supreme court ruling direct attack on 
religious freedom
New Orleans—In early July, The Times-Picayune reported 
that the Louisiana Supreme Court has ruled a local priest 
can be compelled to divulge what he heard in the confes-
sional. 

“The case stems from a claim by parents of a minor that 
their daughter confessed to [Fr. Jeff] Bayhi during the sac-
rament of reconciliation that she engaged in inappropriate 
sexual behavior with a grown man who also attended their 
church. Court documents indicate the child was 12 years 
old at the time of the alleged sexual abuse.

“The petitioners claimed Bayhi was negligent in advising 
the minor regarding the alleged abuse and failed his duty 
as a mandatory reporter in compliance with the Louisiana 
Children’s Code. It also holds the diocese liable for failing 
to properly train the priest regarding mandatory reporting 
of sexual abuse of minors. Defendants claimed, in addition 
to other points of law, that only the sexual abuse suspect 
was liable for the suffering the minor endured.”

According to blogger Ed Morrissey, “While the common 
perception has been that priests cannot be forced to testify 
about confessions in the US because of ministerial privilege 
and the First Amendment, that privilege gets defined by 
each state separately. In Louisiana, the privilege attaches to 
the person offering the confession and not the priest. Once 
the penitent has revealed what was said — or perhaps more 
to the specific point in this case, alleges to have revealed 
what was said — the state can subpoena the priest to con-
firm or deny the testimony. In that sense, it’s akin to the 
lawyer-client privilege, which can be broken by the client.

“On the other hand, lawyers don’t face eternal disbar-
ment for testifying once a client has waived the privilege. 
Priests do, and face automatic expulsion from the Catholic 
Church for complying. There is nothing in church doctrine 
that requires a penitent to keep quiet about what transpires 
in the confessional, but the canon law is clear on this point. 
Canon 983 states that ‘The sacramental seal is inviolable; 
therefore it is absolutely forbidden for a confessor to betray 
in any way a penitent in words or in any manner and 
for any reason.’ The punishment for breaking the seal is 
explicitly noted in Can. 1388: ‘A confessor who directly 
violates the sacramental seal incurs a latae sententiae [i.e., 
by the commission of the act] excommunication reserved 
to the Apostolic See; one who does so only indirectly is to 
be punished according to the gravity of the delict.’”

“In this case, the trap is even more complex. The court 
wants the priest to corroborate the girl’s testimony about 
the confession. Assuming the priest recalls the confession 
at all — it was five or more years ago, and priests hear a 
lot of confessions, and most of them anonymously — he’d 
have to violate canon law just by talking about it. Plus, if 
he testifies that the witness is not telling the truth about 
the confession, he’d be violating the seal of the confessional 
even more profoundly. Either way, the court would in 
essence force the priest into betraying his faith and violat-
ing his oath or face prison time for contempt of court.”

Columnist Rod Dreher warns this is a direct attack on 
religious freedom:

“This is a very serious situation. I take no position on 
whether or not the priest handled the particular situation 

in the parish wisely or justly, but let there be no mistake: the 
seal of the confessional must be inviolable. The relationship 
between a priest and a penitent can only take place in the 
security of confidentiality given two both parties. …”

Subsequently, Catholic News Agency reported the Dio-
cese of Baton Rouge said this demand “assaults” Church 
teaching and is unconstitutional.

(Editor’s note: A good film that explores the seal of the confes-
sional is Alfred Hitchcock’s I Confess, starring Montgomery 
Clift.)

cause for sr. blandina segale, sc, opened
Santa Fe—The Archdiocese of Santa Fe has opened the 
beatification cause of is exploring sainthood for sr. Blan-
dina segale, sC, an Italian-born nun who, according to the 
Associated Press, twice “challenged Billy the Kid, calmed 
angry mobs, and helped open New Mexico territory hos-
pitals and schools.”

archbishop Michael sheehan has received permission 
from the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to open the 
cause for the woman religious who worked as an educator 
and social worker in Ohio, Colorado, and New Mexico.

The Church in New Mexico is 400-years-old, but this is 
the first time a cause has been opened.

“There are other holy people who have worked here,” 
said allen sanchez, president and CEO for CHI St. Joseph’s 
Children in Albuquerque, a social service agency Segale 
founded. “But this would be a saint (who) started institu-
tions in New Mexico that are still in operation.”

Her encounters with Old West outlaws later became the 
stuff of legend and were the subject of an episode of the 
CBS series Death Valley Days. The episode, called “The 
Fastest Nun in the West,” focused on her efforts to save a 
man from a lynch mob.

bishop calls for more reverence for eucharist
Springfield, Ill.—On June 22, Bishop John paprocki, ordi-
nary of the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois, issued a pastoral 
letter calling for more reverence for the Eucharist. 

In it he wrote, “The great majority of our parish churches 
and chapels were designed to house the tabernacle in the 
center of the sanctuary; removing the tabernacle from these 
sanctuaries has left a visible emptiness within the sacred 
space, almost as though the building itself longed for the 
return of the tabernacle. With the removal of the tabernacle 
from the center of the sanctuary, the architectural integrity of 
many churches and chapels has been severely compromised.

“Pope Benedict XVI wrote in his post-synodal exhorta-
tion on the Eucharist in 2007, ‘The correct positioning of 
the tabernacle contributes to the recognition of Christ’s 
Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament. Therefore, the 
place where the Eucharistic species are reserved, marked 
by a sanctuary lamp, should be readily visible to everyone 
entering the church. ... In any event, final judgment on 
these matters belongs to the diocesan bishop.’ 

“With this in mind, in order that more of the faithful will 
be able to spend time in adoration and prayer in the pres-
ence of the eucharistic Lord, I direct that in the churches 
and chapels of our diocese, tabernacles that were formerly 
in the center of the sanctuary, but have been moved, are 
to be returned as soon as possible to the center of the 
sanctuary in accord with the original architectural design. 
Tabernacles that are not in the center of the sanctuary or 
are otherwise not in a visible, prominent, and noble space 
are to be moved to the center of the sanctuary; tabernacles 
that are not in the center of the sanctuary but are in a vis-
ible, prominent and noble space may remain.”

He went on to reflect on genuflecting before the taber-
nacle in churches:

“To genuflect means, literally, ‘to bend the knee.’ In the 
ancient world the knee symbolized the strength of a man. 
If a man is struck in the knee, he stumbles and falls; his 
strength is taken from him. When we genuflect before the 
Lord, our strength is not taken from us; rather, we willingly 
bend our strength to the Lord and place ourselves humbly 
in his service. When we bend our knee to the Lord of 
heaven and earth we should hear the words of the Psalmist 
ever in our hearts, ‘Lord, I am your servant,’ remembering 
that before the Lord every knee must bend (Psalm 116:16; 
cf. Philippians 2:10).

He concluded by saying, “As we seek to pay fitting 
homage to our Eucharistic King through the devoted and 
careful celebration of the Holy Mass, may we come to an 
ever greater realization that the law of the heart is love. May 
God give us this grace. Amen.”

Laughter is the best medicine
In its July issue, Real Simple magazine reported we burn 
10-40 calories in 10-15 minutes of daily laughing. Adults 
laugh an estimated 15-20 times per day, and each conver-
sation features an average 5.8 bouts of laughter. There are 
3,000+ Internet sites devoted to sharing lawyer jokes, and 
the ideal length of a joke is 103 words. 

Finally, women laugh 127 percent more when listening 
to men than men do listening to women. To which men 
will reply when told this, “I’m sorry, what did you say?”

•  Funny books: Dad Is Fat (Jim Gaffney); Tim Conway: 
What’s So Funny?   

 •  Funny films: Buster Keaton’s The Cameraman, The In-
Laws, Sullivan’s Travels, The Princess Bride, Groundhog 
Day, The Emperor’s New Groove, Guardians of the 
Galaxy        

 •  Funny TV series: All in the Family, Police Squad!, The 
Tick,* 30 Rock,* The Cosby Show, The Bob Newhart 
Show, The Carol Burnett Show, Simpsons,* I Love Lucy

* Not appropriate for all ages

tiene cáncer terminal, dio a luz a su bebé y sigue 
luchando por su vida     
Houston(ACI/EWTN Noticias)—Cuando los médicos le 
dijeron a la madre de 21 años, Yesenia Ruiz-Rojo, que 
tenía un cáncer terminal, lo primero que respondió con 15 
semanas de embarazo fue “solo salven a mi bebé”.

La joven madre fue diagnosticada con un agresivo cáncer 
al hígado y los médicos le dieron de dos a cuatro meses de 
vida. En vez de desanimarse, Yesenia buscó ayuda en el 
Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC) en donde los médi-
cos le prometieron hacer lo posible para salvar a ambos. 
Cuatro meses después dio a luz a un niño al que le puso 
por nombre Luke.

“Me encanta pasar tiempo como mi hijo. Es hermoso. 
Estoy muy agradecida por él,” cuenta la joven en una ent-
revista telefónica dada a conocer por el BAMC con sede 
en Houston, Texas.

El teniente coronel y médico, Dr. Raúl palacios, jefe de 
radiología en el mencionado centro médico, comenta que 
el caso de Yesenia “es un milagro de la medicina. Nos dijo 
que todo lo que quería era que su bebé viviera. Ella estaba 
decidida a hacer lo que hiciera falta para que eso pasara.”

Poco después Yesenia se mudó a California para pasar 
tiempo con su familia y su nuevo hijo, casi libre de sínto-
mas. Ella ha estado allí desde mediados de marzo. “Ella no 
quería tratamientos de cáncer que afectaran la calidad del 
tiempo que iba a tener con su bebé,” explica el Dr. Palacios.

El viaje de Ruiz-Rojo puede terminar pronto, sino por el 
amable y atento personal que trabaja en BAMC, su bebé tiene 
ahora una oportunidad de una vida larga y feliz, dijo Palacios.

“Espero que alguien le cuente a Luke algún día lo valiente 
que fue su madre al permitirnos participar en su salud,” añade.

new divorce-rate findings
Atlanta—A Harvard-trained researcher claims she has 
evidence that divorce rates for church-attending people are 
nowhere near what we have been told they are. 

shanti Fehlhahn says her eight years of research have led 
her to conclude the actual divorce rate for those who wor-
ship regularly is 15-20 percent, not 50 percent as has widely 
been reported. Furthermore she says that 80 percent of 
marriages are happy, not 30, as is also commonly reported.

Granted this is one person’s research and flies in the face 
of what has been reported. Still, if true, this information 
could be game-changing.

Immigration woes continue
In early July, Gilberto Francisco Ramos Juarez, an 15-year-
old Guatemalan boy, was found dead in the south Texas 
desert less than a mile from the nearest home. Wearing 
shoes, jeans, and a white rosary, he had his brother’s Chicago 
area phone number taped on the inside of his belt buckle.

8/25 Bl. Maria Troncatti, missionary religious ❖ 8/26 Bl. Mariam Bawardi, OCD, mystic, stigmatist ❖ 8/27 St. Monica, mother of St. Augustine
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The Associated Press reports immigration authorities 
have detained over 52,000 unaccompanied children since 
October. “[President Barack] Obama [has] asked Congress 
for more money and additional authority to deal with the 
surge of youths, mostly from Central America,” where gang 
violence is high.

The Border Patrol last year reported 445 immigrant 
deaths along the United States-Mexico border.

hhs Mandate vs. religious nonprofits
Washington DC— In the days following the recent United 
States Supreme Court ruling upholding a measure of reli-
gious freedom in the workplace, several lower courts have 
issued new injunctions showing “the HHS Mandate is on 
its last legs when it comes to religious nonprofits,” said lori 
Windham, senior counsel at the Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty, which is defending many of those challenging the 
controversial mandate.

The mandate, issued by the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), requires employers to offer insur-
ance coverage for contraception, sterilization, and some 
abortion-inducing drugs at no cost to the employee. More 
than 300 plaintiffs have filed lawsuits challenging the regu-
lation on religious freedom grounds.

On June 30, the Eternal Word Television Network 
(EWTN) and five Catholic organizations in Wyoming – the 
Catholic Diocese of Cheyenne, Catholic Charities of Wyo-
ming, St. Joseph’s Children’s Home, St. Anthony Tri-Parish 
Catholic School, and Wyoming Catholic College – received 
protection from their respective federal appellate courts 
from the mandate, which would have started enforcing 
crippling fines on July 1.

Evangelical school Wheaton College in Wheaton, 
Illinois, also received a temporary injunction from the 
mandate while the government responds to the college’s 
application for an appeal.

InternatIonaL     

International association of exorcists forms
Vatican City—The Vatican has formally recognized 
the International association of Exorcists, a group of 
250 priests in 30 countries. In late June, reported, the 
Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Romano, the Congre-
gation for Clergy recognized the group as having legal 
standing.

“More than his predecessors, Pope Francis speaks fre-
quently about the devil and last year was seen placing his 
hands on the head of a man purportedly possessed by four 
demons in what exorcists said was a prayer of liberation 
from Satan.”

The head of the association Fr. Francesco Bamonte said 
Vatican approval was cause for joy. 

“Exorcism is a form of charity that benefits those who 
suffer,” he told L’Osservatore.

Vandals desecrate holy cross church
Milan (Katholisches.info)—Once again, a Catholic church 
in Italy has been a target of sacrilege. The scene of the 
crime was Holy Cross Church in San Giorgio su Legnano, 
Lombardy. Unknown vandals stole into the church, broke 
open the tabernacle, and threw the consecrated Hosts on 
the floor. They then smeared the Real Presence with human 
excrement, with which they also defiled the altar.

Additionally, the perpetrators blackened the temple’s 
statue of Our Lady of Sorrows with the soot of candles and 
poured hot wax over its head. The face of the suffering Jesus 
and the large cross venerated in the church that gives it its 
name were also blackened. 

The culprits also stuffed wax in the mouth, ears, and 
eyes of the corpus.

The pastor, Don luciano premoli, called the parish to 
atonement and prayer. 

“We have been faced with such a serious, indeed, 
unimaginable desecration of the Holy Eucharist,” he said. 

Many believers have expressed their outrage, sadness, 
and affection for Christ and His mother by candles and 
flowers in front of the church door. 

Local government officials have offered a bouquet as 
a sign of solidarity. “To the perpetrators, I can only say: 
Shame on you,” said the town’s mayor.

sentencia de muerte de una mujer sudanesa 
por negarse a denunciar a su fe cristiana ha sido 
anulada

Jartum, Sudán (CNA/EWTN) - Los familiares y defensores 
de la libertad religiosa están aplaudiendo la noticia de que la 
sentencia de muerte de una mujer sudanesa por negarse a 
denunciar a su fe cristiana ha sido anulada por un tribunal 
de apelaciones después de meses de protestas internacionales. 

Meriam Yehya Ibrahim, de 27 años, había sido acusada 
de abandonar el Islam bajo la ley sudanesa. Debido a que 
su padre era musulmán, Ibrahim estaba legalmente consid-
erada un musulmán a pesar de que su madre la crio como 
una cristiana ortodoxo después de que su padre abandonó 
a la familia cuando ella tenía seis años de edad. Ella se ha 
convertido en católica. 

Pese a las presiones y amenazas de muerte, Ibrahim se 
negó a renunciar a su fe cristiana en la cárcel. 

Su marido Daniel Wani dijo a la BBC que él quiere que 
su familia salga de Sudán, tan pronto como sea posible. 
El hijo de la pareja, Martin, ha vivido en la cárcel con su 
madre desde febrero. Ibrahim dio a luz a su segundo hijo, 
una niña, mientras estaba en la prisión en mayo. 

Además del delito de apostasía - o el abandono de la 
fe islámica - Ibrahim también fue acusada de adulterio 
porque su matrimonio con su esposo cristiano no se con-
sideró válido, ya que se le consideraba un musulmán.

Posteriormente, Meriam Yehya Ibrahim viajó a Roma 
con la ayuda del gobierno italiano el Papa Francisco la 
recibió en la Casa de Santa Marta ya que recientemente fue 
absuelta de la pena de muerte en Sudán, tras ser acusada 
falsamente de blasfemia contra el Islam.

Meriam de 27 años, había sido condenada a muerte tras ser 
acusada de renunciar al Islam por tres personas que fraudu-
lentamente aseguraron ser sus hermanos y su madre. Las 
autoridades islámicas la condenaron además a 100 latigazos 
por el delito de adulterio, pues su matrimonio con Daniel 
Wani no era reconocido como tal bajo la ley musulmana.

Meriam pasó varios meses en prisión y tuvo que dar a luz a su 
segunda hija, Maya, en un centro médico dentro de la cárcel, y 
durante el parto le mantuvieron puesta una cadena a la pierna.

El Santo Padre recibió a Meriam, que llegó junto a su 
esposo Daniel y a sus hijos Martin, de año y medio, y Maya, 
alrededor de la 1:00 p.m. (hora de Roma), expresando su 
cercanía, atención y oración, especialmente para lo per-
seguidos por su fe, según indicó el Director de la Oficina 
de Prensa de la Santa Sede, P. Federico Lombardi.

Radio Vaticano informó que Francisco agradeció a 
Meriam y su familia por el valiente testimonio de perse-
verancia en la fe que han mostrado.

Por su parte, Meriam agradeció al Papa el gran apoyo 
y el aliento recibido, tanto por su oración como la de los 
numerosos creyentes y personas de buena voluntad.

radical Muslim Leader pledges to conquer rome 
for Islam
Baghdad—The leader of the radical Islamist group ISIS/
ISIL has claimed the title of caliph, the first person to do 
so since the downfall of the Ottoman Empire in the wake 
of World War I. He has also asserted he has restored the 
Baghdad caliphate, which dissolved in 1258, and has fur-
thermore called for Muslims to emigrate to the new nation 
and engage in a worldwide jihad against “Infidels.”

abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, who now calls himself Caliph 
Ibrahim, issued a communique in which he said the fol-
lowing:

“So take up arms, take up arms, O soldiers of the Islamic 
State! And fight, fight! …

“Soon, by Allah’s permission, a day will come when the 
Muslim will walk everywhere as a master, having honor, 
being revered, with his head raised high and his dignity pre-
served. Anyone who dares to offend him will be disciplined, 
and any hand that reaches out to harm him will be cut off…. 

“…The Muslims today have a loud, thundering state-
ment, and possess heavy boots. They have a statement that 
will cause the world to hear and understand the mean-
ing of terrorism, and boots that will trample the idol of 
nationalism, destroy the idol of democracy, and uncover 
its deviant nature.

“So listen, O nation of Islam. Listen and comprehend. 
Stand up and rise. For the time has come for you to free 
yourself from the shackles of weakness, and stand in the 

face of tyranny, against the treacherous rulers – the agents 
of the crusaders and the atheists, and the guards of the Jews.

“O nation of Islam, indeed the world today has been 
divided into two camps and two trenches, with no third 
camp present: The camp of Islam and faith, and the camp of 
infidel (disbelief) and hypocrisy – the camp of the Muslims 
and the mujahidin everywhere, and the camp of the Jews, 
the crusaders, their allies, and with them the rest of the 
nations and religions of infidel, all being led by America 
and Russia, and being mobilized by the Jews….

“This is my advice to you. If you hold to it, you will 
conquer Rome and own the world, if Allah wills.”

experto psiquiatra: Las leyes no pueden cambiar la 
realidad 
Madrid (ACI/EWTN Noticias)—Las leyes no pueden cam-
biar la realidad de que hombres y mujeres se complemen-
tan, afirmó Richard Cohen, psicoterapeuta y exgay que 
ha presentado en España su último libro ‘Hijos gay, padres 
heterosexuales’ en el que habla de las 10 posibles causas de 
la homosexualidad en los hijos, cómo afrontar en familia 
la noticia y cómo ayudarles a restaurar su sexualidad, así 
como algunos puntos para evitar y prevenir la atracción al 
mismo sexo entre los jóvenes.

En declaraciones a ACI Prensa, Cohen explicó que 
el rechazo y el resentimiento son dos de los principales 
puntos que se encuentran detrás de la atracción al mismo 
sexo. “El joven no ha elegido esa atracción al mismo sexo y 
se siente rechazado por algo que no ha elegido. No digo que 
hayan nacido así, porque científicamente está demostrado 
que no se nace gay sino que siempre existen factores ambi-
entales, familiares o de temperamento que hacen que una 
persona desarrolle esa atracción”, precisa.

toronto cardinal Defends church’s teaching on 
eucharist to the Divorced and remarried 
Toronto—On the eve of the publication of the Instrumen-
tum Laboris (working document) for October’s Synod on 
the Family in the Context of Evangelization, Brandon Vogt 
interviewed Thomas Cardinal Collins of Toronto for Fr. 
Robert Barron’s Word on Fire blog. 

Regarding Communion for those who have divorced and 
remarried without benefit of an annulment, His Eminence 
said, “Many people who are divorced and who are not free 
to marry do enter into a second marriage. There are various 
reasons that can lead to this, and their fellow parishioners 
should not occupy themselves speculating about them. 

“Catholics in that tragic situation can be involved in 
many ways in the life of the community, but they may 
not receive the sacraments, such as Holy Communion, 
since whatever their personal disposition is or the reasons 
for their situation, known perhaps only to God, they are 
continuing in a way of life which is objectively against the 
clear command of Jesus. 

“That is the point. The point is not that they have com-
mitted a sin; the mercy of God is abundantly granted to 
all sinners. Murder, adultery, and any other sins, no matter 
how serious, are forgiven by Jesus, especially through 
the sacrament of reconciliation, and the forgiven sinner 
receives Communion. 

“The issue in the matter of divorce and remarriage is 
one’s conscious decision (for whatever reason) to persist in 
a continuing situation of disconnection from the command 
of Jesus. Although it would not be right for them to receive 
the sacraments, we need to find better ways to reach out 
to people in this situation, to offer them loving assistance.”

nuncio en México: Que sociedad grite con fuerza 
“no a la trata de personas”
En la Misa de clausura de la V Conferencia Regional para 
Latinoamérica y el Caribe, organizada por la Unión Mun-
dial de Organizaciones Femeninas Católicas (UMOFC), el 
Nuncio Apostólico en México Mons. Christophe pierre 
exhortó a la sociedad en general a gritar “con fuerza y diga 
un rotundo no a la trata de personas.”

Mons. Pierre aseguró que la trata de personas “es la 
esclavitud del siglo XXI y un ultraje vergonzoso a la dig-
nidad humana.”

Dos países particularmente amenazados por la trata 
de personas son Estados Unidos y Argentina, se indicó 
en el evento. Esto se debería principalmente a que son 

8/28 8/28 St. Augustine of Hippo, Church Doctor ❖ 8/29 Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
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lugares a los que la gente quiere llegar, buscando mejores 
condiciones de vida.

pope again warns Mafia of damnation
In late June, pope Francis traveled to Italy’s southern Cal-
abria region, which is a stronghold of the Mafia. 

According to the widely read blog Whispers in the Loggia, 
“the Pope tackled the area’s tormented legacy of organized 
crime, declaring that ’ndrangheta, the locally-based syndicate 
widely thought to be Italy’s most feared Mafia branch, ‘is this: 
the adoration of evil and contempt of the common good.’

“Going further, and lifting 
his head from his prepared text, 
Papa Bergoglio said that ‘those 
who in their lives have taken this 
evil road, this road of evil, such 
as the Mafiosi, they are not in 
communion with God – they are 
excommunicated!’ 

“The massive crowd respond-
ed by erupting into applause and 
cheers.”

The Mafia has incurred even 
more wrath than usual lately due 

to the killing in January of 3-year-old nicola Campolongo 
whom investigators believe was killed over an unpaid debt 
of his grandfather’s.

London’s Daily Mail reported, “The killing of a tod-
dler has shocked even hardened investigators in Italy, 
where bosses have long perpetrated the myth that the 
mob doesn’t hurt women and children. In reality there 
have been many innocent victims of the criminal orga-
nizations over the years.”

In March, the Holy Father had said during a prayer vigil, 
“Men and women of the Mafia, please change your lives, con-
vert, stop doing evil. I ask on my knees and for your own good.

“This life you have now, it will not give you pleasure, it will 
not give you joy, it will not give you happiness. The power, the 
money you have now from so many dirty deals, from so many 
Mafia crimes, blood-stained money, blood-stained power: 
You will not be able to take that with you to the other life.”

pope decries efforts to legalize drugs  
Speaking at the end of June to the Thirty-First Interna-
tional Drug Enforcement Conference, Pope Francis argued 
against the legalization of any drug.

“The scourge of drugs continues to rage in impressive 
ways and dimensions, fueling a shameful market, which 
jumps over national and continental boundaries. So the 
danger continues to grow for young people and adoles-
cents. In face of this phenomenon, I feel the need to express 
my grief and concern.

“Drugs are an evil, and there cannot be a giving-in or 
compromises. To think that the damage can be reduced by 
agreeing to the use of psycho-drugs for persons who con-
tinue to use drugs, does not in fact resolve the problem. The 
legalization of so-called ‘light drugs,’ even partial, beyond 
being less debatable on the legislative plane, do not produce 
the effects fixed beforehand. Substitutive drugs, then, are 
not a sufficient therapy but a veiled way of surrendering 
to the phenomenon. 

“I intend to confirm what I already said on another occa-
sion: no to every type of drug; simply no to any type of drug. 
However, to say this no, it is necessary to say yes to life, yes to 

Investigators believe Nicola 
Campolongo was killed 
over his grandfather’s 
unpaid debt.

Religious Liberty supporters await decisions outside the 
U.S. Supreme Court building in Washington, DC.  (CNA)

love, yes to others, yes to education, yes to sport, yes to work, 
yes to more work opportunities. Let us think of a youth who 
has no work. I believe the figure is 75 million in Europe. I 
think, I’m not sure, I don’t want to say something that isn’t. 
But let us think of a youth: He does not study and he does 
not work. He enters into this lack of a horizon, of hope, and 
the first offer is dependencies, among which are drugs. … 
The opportunity of work, education, sport, healthy life: this 
is the way for the prevention of drugs. If we realize these 
‘Yesses,’ there is no place for drugs, there is no place for the 
abuse of alcohol and for other dependencies.”

sudanese woman finally free and safely in the West
Vatican City (CNA/EWTN News).- A young Sudanese 
woman dismissed of a death sentence for refusing to renounce 
her Christian faith has arrived to Rome with her family, where 
they met with Pope Francis a few hours after landing.

According to Vatican Radio, Meriam Yehya Ibrahim and 
her husband Daniel Wani, a U.S. citizen, as well as their two 
children, 1 year-old Martin and two-month old Maya, who 
was born in prison, met the Roman Pontiff in the Vatican’s 
Saint Martha guesthouse at 1:00p.m. local time.

Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi also welcomed the 
family at the airport, calling it “a day of celebration.”

In May, the 27-year-old woman was charged with aban-
doning Islam under Sudanese law. Because her father was 
a Muslim, Ibrahim was legally considered a Muslim even 
though her mother raised her as a Christian after her father 
left the family when she was 6 years old. 

In addition to the crime of apostasy—or the abandon-
ing of the Islamic faith—Ibrahim was also charged with 
adultery. Her marriage to her Christian husband was not 
considered valid since she was considered a Muslim.

For this, an Islamic court sentenced her to death. Despite this, 
Ibrahim refused to renounce her Christian faith while in prison.

After staying in Rome for a few days, the family departed 
for New York and will leave with Daniel’s brother in New 
Hampshire.

Italian sister makes history
The blog of Italy’s La Stampa newspaper, “Vatican Insider,” 
has reported that the Holy See has made sr. Mary Melone 
rector of the Pontifical University Antonianum. She thus 
becomes the first female to hold such a position. “She was 
the first woman to obtain a permanent position as a profes-
sor at the faculty of Theology of the Pontifical University 
Antonianum, the Roman university run by the Order of 
Friars Minor [i.e., Franciscans]; she was the first woman 
to be appointed a dean, which is equivalent to the position 
of department head.”

“I don’t give much importance to these kinds of labels, 
female theology,” Sr. Melone said in an interview with 
L’Osservatore Romano, published on the occasion of her 
election as dean of Theology. “Above all I don’t like com-
parisons, although I recognize that in the past there may 
have been a reason for making comparisons. Maybe there 
is one today as well, I don’t know. More space definitely 
needs to be given to women. The reference to female 
theology does not really fit with my vision of things: All 
that exists is theology, theology as research, as a focus 
on mystery, as a reflection on this mystery. But [this is] 
precisely [why] this requires different sensitivities.  

“A woman’s approach to mystery, the way in which she 
reflects on this mystery which offers itself and reveals itself, 
is certainly different from that of a man. But they do not 
contrast.”

“Women cannot measure how much space they have 
in the Church in comparison to men. We have a space 
of our own, which is neither smaller nor greater than 
the space men occupy. It is our space. Thinking we have 
to achieve what men have, will not get us anywhere. Of 
course, although the steps we take may be real, this does 
not mean the job is complete. A great deal more can be 
done but there is change, you can see it, feel it. I think that 
(my case aside) the election of a woman in a pontifical 
university is also proof this. The body who elected me was 
made up entirely of men!” 

So doesn’t the Church need gender quotas? she was 
asked.  

“No, it doesn’t need quotas, it needs collaboration. And 
collaboration needs to grow!” ❖

I want to congratulate you on the new layout of North 
Coast Catholic and the interesting articles in the July 
issue. I was impressed with the article on Boko Haram 
and the persecution of Christians under Islamic law. 
Unfortunately, this is occurring in many Islamic countries 
and is rarely reported in the news. It appears to me many 
people do not realize the radical Islamic groups have 
declared jihad—or Islamic holy war—on all non-Islamic 
people. Under the concept of jihad, persecution means to 
convert to Islam or die. People of all faiths need to rally 
together to confront the growing persecution of all faiths 
by Islamic radicals. 

Thank you for bringing this information to the attention 
of the people in our diocese. Let’s pray for the safe return 
of the children kidnapped by Boko Haram.

Michael Carter
St. Anthony of Padua Church, Willits

Thank you for your note. Jihad can mean a non-violent 
struggle, such as the interior battle waged for virtue and 
resistance to vice. It can mean a commitment to giving your 
best in everything you do in life, or working to promote 
harmonious, peaceful living amongst people. In this way, 
everyone in the world can be in jihad. Islamic scholars even 
call this the “greater” jihad.

But it is the “lesser” jihad that gets the most attention, 
for it is the one that involves violence and is used to jus-
tify “holy war.” It is true that the Ahmadiyya and Quranist 
movements of Islam reject this view. However, the Shia and 
Sunni—particularly the Salafist and Wahabi strains that 
inspire al-Qaeda and the Muslim Brotherhood—accept the 
concept of jihad as a physical fight. Furthermore these believe 
the hadith—or tradition—where Muhammed supposedly 
advocated for an inner jihad is based on an unreliable source. 

This has led to the view that there is dar al-Islam and 
a dar al-Harb: a house of Islam and a house of war or al-
Garb, “of the West” as it is sometimes called. Interestingly, 
you will not find these concepts in either the Qur’an or the 
hadith. 

Regardless, it has never been the intent of Islam to be a 
regional or live-and-let-live religion. Did you know the lands 
around the Mediterranean from Morocco to Turkey were 
either Christian or had a strong Christian presence until 
the seventh century? That is when Islam broke out of the 
Arabian Peninsula. They classed non-Muslims as dhimmi 
(essentially second class citizens) and imposed on the dhimmi 
a protection racket-type tax called the jizya. 

Furthermore Muslims could not be enslaved in con-
quered lands but non-Muslims could. Today “dhimmitude” 
is alive and well. Churches are being destroyed, Christians 
are being terrorized, and some have actually been crucified. 
Is it any wonder why today the nations that make up the 
cradle of Christianity have tiny and dwindling Christian 
populations? 

The aggressive Muslims in this world have made clear they 
would like to see the same thing happen in the West. 

Lest anyone misunderstand, this is not meant to be a 
jeremiad against Islam. At the same time it is useless to 
bury our heads in the sand and pretend that none of this 
is true. 

For those who would like to learn more about Islam, there 
is Inside Islam: A Guide for Catholics and Answering 
Islam: The Crescent in Light of the Cross. Both were co-
written by converts from Islam. Simply Sacred, Cathedral 
Books and Gifts, and St. Joseph Store can each order these 
titles for you (the first two are in Santa Rosa and the third 
is in Napa). ❖

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

8/30 Bl. Ildefonso Schuster, archbishop of Milan ❖ 8/31 St. Aidan of Lindisfarne, missionary bishop
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Al celebrar juntos esta Fiesta de la Asunción vemos como 
Dios puso un cuidado especial a la Santísima Virgen María 
al librarla de los efectos de la muerte. Mostramos un honor 
especial a la Virgen al dedicarle este día y reconocemos el 
lugar único que ella tiene en la relación de toda persona 
con Dios.

La pregunta de si la Virgen María experimentó la muerte 
corporal ha sido tema de debate por siglos entre cristianos 
y teólogos. En 1950, la Iglesia declaró este dogma: “... que 
la Inmaculada Madre de Dios, la siempre Virgen María, 
después de haber completado el curso de su vida terrena, 
fue asunta en cuerpo y alma a la gloria celestial” (Munifi-
centissimus Deus). Debido a esto, María participa de una 
manera muy especial, en la Resurrección de su hijo. Dios 
se la llevo a ella, en cuerpo y alma a la gloria eterna de su 
Reino. 

Las lecturas bíblicas que leeremos en esta Fiesta de la 
Asunción de la Santisima Virgen María a los cielos retratan 
a María como una figura destacada en nuestra historia 
de la salvación y, por lo tanto, alguien a quien es debido 
otorgarle privilegios excepcionales. La primera lectura del 
Apocalipsis describirá la poderosa imagen de una mujer 
que da a luz a un niño que no puede ser destruido. Si bien 
esto puede ser visto directamente como María y Jesús, 
la mayoría de los estudiosos creen que está destinado a 

LA FIESTA DE LA ASUNCIÓN DE 
LA  vIRGEN mARÍA A LOS CIELOS!
por P. Oscar Díaz

representar al pueblo de Dios -el antiguo Israel-, dando a 
luz al nuevo Israel que es la Iglesia. Sin embargo, la lectura 
no puede dejar de recordarnos que Dios escogió a María 
para ser la Madre de Jesús, y por su dedicación a la obra de 
su Hijo, para convertirse en la Madre a su Iglesia.

La segunda lectura se detiene en la Resurrección y cómo 
Jesús destruye el último enemigo, que es la muerte. Ambas 
lecturas conducen al Evangelio, en el que la posición espe-
cial de María entre los cristianos es reconocida por Eliza-
beth. Es inspirador tener en cuenta, sin embargo, que la 
respuesta de María al ser seleccionada como la Madre de 
Dios no es de orgullo, sino de humildad. Ella dice: “Proc-
lama mi alma la grandeza del Señor. El Poderoso ha hecho 
obras grandes por mí”. 

La Asunción nos muestra que Dios siguió haciendo 
grandes cosas por María, incluso al final de su vida. 
Creemos que Jesús no sólo venció a la muerte de su madre 
terrenal, pero tambien libró su cuerpo de los efectos de 
la muerte. Esta fiesta mis hermanos y hermanas puede 
ser una fuente de esperanza para nosotros, ya que tam-
bien esperamos que sea nuestra un dia la resurrección 
corporal a la gloria en el último día; porque donde esta 
nuestra Santísima Madre tambien queremos estar un día 
nosotros. ❖

On August 15, the Church celebrates the Feast of Assump-
tion, which is a holy day of obligation. 

The belief in the Blessed Virgin Mary’s assumption 
into heaven of the body and soul comes to us through 
Tradition, the early Church Fathers’ writings, and, many 
Catholic theologians would argue, Scripture. The belief in 
the doctrine of Our Lady’s Assumption likely became uni-
versal by the third or fourth century. The earliest printed 
reference to the Tradition comes from a fourth century 
work titled “The Falling Asleep of the Holy Mother of 
God.” By the 500s, it was celebrated everywhere in the 
East as a feast, and the West followed by universally 
observing the Dormition (a word meaning “the falling 
asleep”) between 687 and 855 AD, thus making it one of 
Christianity’s oldest memorials. 

Scholars have placed Mary’s “falling asleep” between 
three and fifteen years after Christ’s ascension. Both Ephe-
sus and Jerusalem have tombs identified with Mary. Some 
say she must have passed in Ephesus, since St. John the 
Apostle and she lived there. 

However Jerusalem has its Church of the Dormition. 
Attached to it is the legend (which doesn’t mean it isn’t 
true) claiming she asked the apostles to return to the Holy 
City so she could see them all before leaving this life. Each 
said their good-byes to her but Thomas, who arrived late 
given the great distance he had to travel. Coming after her 
evident passing, the story goes, he asked that her tomb be 
opened, and it was empty. 

So belief in this teaching is ancient. In the last century, 
it became dogma when on a rainy, cool day in Rome, 
November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII infallibly declared the 
belief as something all the faithful must hold if they want 
to consider themselves Christians.

The likewise-infallible Second Vatican Council reaf-

T H E S E CO N D E m p T y TO m B
by Robin Carter

firmed this in its “Constitution on the Church” (Lumen 
Gentium, no. 59). 

Now did she die and was then resurrected like her Son 
or did she simply pass from this life in some other fashion? 
On this point, the Church is silent. The faithful may believe 
what they want. All they must believe is that Our Lady was 
assumed. 

But why would Jesus single out anyone—even His 
mother—for such an extraordinary grace?

From early times faithful Christians have believed 
that she who gave birth to the Son of God received 
privileges of grace above any other human (e.g., her 
Immaculate Conception). And when reflecting upon 
the intimate connection between a mother and a son, 
we have always accepted the royal dignity of the Mother 
of God. In times of triumph, or more especially in times 
of crisis, Christians have addressed prayers of petition 
and praise to the Queen of Heaven for she reigns with a 
mother’s solicitude calling all her children to enter into 
a life lived with Jesus.

Next bodily assumption is not unprecedented. Based on 
the biblical evidence, Elijah and Moses repose in heaven 
body and soul (cf. Matt 17:1-13). 

Outside of the New Testament, we know Elijah is in 
heaven. In 2 Kings 2:11, we read, “Elijah went up by a whirl-
wind into heaven.” Hebrews 11:5 tells us of the assumption 
of Enoch, Noah’s great grandfather. 

Other Old Testament saints may be in heaven, for Mat-
thew tells us “many bodies of the saints who had fallen 
asleep were raised” (Matt 27:51-52).

In any event, Psalm 16[15]:10 tells us, “… Thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell; nor wilt Thou give Thy holy one to see 
corruption.” Aramaic Scripture translations render “Holy 
One” as “pure one.” What do Hispanics call the Immaculate 
Conception? La Purísima. Immaculate essentially means 
“pure.”

Also consider it isn’t just the Blessed Virgin who was 
kept from “corruption.” Go to Europe, and you can see 
various saints who are what we call “incorrupt” (i.e., 
their body hasn’t decayed). The only difference between 
them and Mary is their corpses are still here and Mary’s 
isn’t. 

Perhaps the greatest “proof text” for the Blessed Vir-
gin’s Assumption, however, is Revelation 11:19-12:1. This 
reads:

Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the 
ark of his covenant was seen within His temple … 
And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feat, 
and on her head a crown of twelve stars…

The original Ark of the Covenant held the Ten Com-
mandments—the Law, the covenant—and manna, the 
bread come down from heaven. The Church Fathers identi-
fied Mary as the Ark of the New Covenant since for nine 
months, she held within her the Bread come down from 
heaven, the Bread of Life, and the New Covenant, the New 
Law. And now here she is, in heaven, clothed with the sun, 
pregnant with a male child who will “rule all the nations 
with a rod of iron.” Sound like anyone we know?

Now some will object that the woman represents not 
Mary but Israel and the 12 tribes or the Church and the 12 
apostles. There is nothing wrong with this. Scripture often 
has multiple layers of interpretation. However, Church 
Fathers and Doctors have consistently asserted this verse 
applies to the Queen of Heaven. 

Finally, there is what Pius called the “argument from 
the senses.” Go to the big places of pilgrimages in Europe, 
Asia, and Latin America, and what are you likely to find? 
Relics. Lots and lots of relics. Some Catholic churches are 
practically littered with relics.

And yet not a single place in all of Christendom claims 
to have the Blessed Virgin’s relics. 

They do not exist. She is in heaven. ❖

classifieds—for sale
Ocean view home for sale in Fort Bragg. 3 
bed 3 bath family home, weekend retreat, or 
rental income. Walk to beach.  707-942-6143

Residents of Campobasso, Italy, celebrate the Assumption.
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Of the diocese’s secondary schools—Cardinal Newman, 
Justin-Siena, etc.—most are reasonably well-known. 

There is one, however, that somewhat flies under every-
one’s radar. And that is not only unfortunate, it is perplex-
ing because it is an excellent educational institution that has 
done some amazing things with the boys it has shepherded 
over the years. 

“I love this place,” says Principal Dennis Crandall. “I’ve 
been in education for 40 years, including many years at 
Cardinal Newman, which I also dearly loved. But for me 
this is the best job on earth. It’s because everyone is dedi-
cated to the boys. I’ve seen miracles happen here.”

Opened in 1950, Sonoma’s Archbishop Hanna High 
School was first staffed by the Sisters of St. Francis. Ulti-
mately it became a mission of St. Leo Church, Boyes Hot 
Springs. Over the years, it has served hundreds of youths, 
helping them get a leg up in life.  

According to its Mission Statement, “Archbishop Hanna 
High School, in an atmosphere of faith, education, and 
caring, provides opportunities for each student to learn, 
grow, and realize his full potential. Students will develop 
the academic, social, and vocational skills necessary for 
a successful transition to their chosen pathway following 
graduation from high school.”

Those of a certain age will recall a 1970s television com-
mercial in which a woman at a laundry asks “Mr. Lee” how 
he gets her shirts so clean. 

“Ancient Chinese secret,” he replies. 
A few seconds later, Mr. Lee’s wife spills the beans. There’s 

no big secret: Just use the advertised detergent booster and, 
voilà, cleaner shirts. 

Every year around this time, it is common to hear people 
complain about how expensive back-to-school items have 
become. “With gas prices, housing costs, and groceries, 
how will we afford this?”

It seems those who have the ability to save oodles on 
these necessities must have their own “ancient secret.”

The truth is, the only thing people need to have to save 
cash is the willingness to be frugal and to work a little. 
That’s no secret. It’s just common sense.

To get some ideas about stretching that dollar, North 
Coast Catholic spoke with Janet Bakh, a parishioner of St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church in Napa. As a mother of seven—
four of whom are still in grade or high school—she is well-
practiced in the art of making every cent count.

If your children attend parochial school and must wear 
uniforms, she recommends shopping online for sweaters, 
khakis, and polo shirts. 

“That’s where you’ll find the cheapest price and usually 
get really great deals,” she says.

She also counsels to be the early bird, because “as you get 
closer to the beginning of August, companies are already 
on back order” with clothing items.

Another option: See if your child’s parochial school will 
set up a uniform exchange. After all, one family may be on 
their last fifth grader while another is on their first. 

Pupils need more than uniforms, of course, and prob-
ably all parents have received their child’s school supply 
list by now. 

“Look the list over. You may have of everything you need, 
at least if you have any leftover supplies from last year,” says 

ARCHBISHOp HANNA HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOyS: 
EXCELLENT AND UNIqUE

This recognizes the need to not only prepare these young 
men for high school graduation, but to look beyond and 
prepare them for life and whatever they choose to do.

Naturally no two boy’s educational requirements are 
identical. This is why Archbishop Hanna High School 

teaches every boy 
based on his special 
needs. 

Each child receives 
an individualized 
treatment plan that 
includes a tailored 
educational program. 
Careful consideration 
is given to how the 
individual boy learns 

and his study habits. The plan also takes into account 
any educational difficulties he faces such as time missed 
because of absenteeism, instability in the family, or learning 
difficulties such as ADD or ADHD. 

Additionally, special education programs have been 
developed to help the boys deal with any educational dis-
orders they might have. The boys are also instructed on 
proper study habits and how to improve their ability to 

focus on tasks. 
For example, the campus’ cottages and group homes have 

set times for homework and have computers so boys can 
access their homework assignments and obtain computer 
tutorial assistance. Child care workers assist the boys with 
their homework and may request special tutors for the 
boys when needed.

Small class sizes (6-10 students), performance monitor-
ing, and a highly trained staff on campus 24 hours-per-day 
ensure the children get appropriate attention to make real 
and measurable progress.

 “I’ll always be thankful to Hanna Center for what it 
offered me both in school and in teaching me how to live 
life in general,” says alumnus Roger Harrison. 

Hanna Boys Center is now accepting applications. The 
application and interview process are designed to identify 
boys and families who will benefit most from the Hanna 
program and are motivated to change. 

To get started on the application process, go to: http://
hannacenter.org/HannaBoysCenter/students_getstarted.
aspx. 

For more information about Hanna Boys Center, visit  
www.hannacenter.org. ❖

ANCIENT SCHOOLING SECRET: DON’T pAy FULL pRICE ON 
BACk-TO-SCHOOL ITEmS  

Bakh. “Every school year, if we have leftovers, we inventory 
those and determine what we still need to get.” 

She recommends shopping at multiple stores depending 
on who has the best prices for particular items. She also rec-
ognizes not everyone will have that much time. Therefore, 
“If you only can go to one store, your best bet is Walmart. 
But if you have time to, get the Sunday newspaper. That’s 
where you’ll find whether you can get deals at Staples, 
Office Depot, or some other store. The key is research.”

For example, “with Staples, their back-to-school ads 
many times will have certain items for $.01 with the pur-
chase of $20,” but their ads change every week

When you get to the store, she offers wisdom born of 
experience. 

“Have your list with you, and don’t stray from your list, 
and don’t take kids with you. If I do, then I leave with more 
than I’d planned on. So if you’re really watching pennies, 
leave the kids at home” if you can.

Bakh also says the Internet isn’t only for clothes shop-
ping. 

“You can find really great deals on eBay for more expen-
sive items such as backpacks.” 

Backpacks are items, however, where you don’t want to 
economize at the expense of quality. For instance, Bakh 
says, “With backpacks, I consider those to be a very impor-
tant item, so buying the cheapest is not always the best 
route. Because if they’re falling apart before the end of 
school year and after the sales are gone, it goes up in price, 
so it’s good to invest in a good backpack. When my kids 
get their first backpack, it’s something from Land’s End or 
LL Bean, since that will last them a few years. Costco tends 
to carry a line that is not too bad and is not too expensive, 
either.” 

She also uses freecycle.com. The way it works, Bakh 
says, is you “put up a list of what you need. There could be 
someone who might have those items in their house. You 

correspond with them and get it for free.” 
She notes there is power in numbers. If you have friends 

with whom you can shop, “some places give discounts if 
you buy multiples of things, for example, buy five of one 
particular item and get the sixth free. Or you can work with 
friends and find websites that give discounts on volume. 
That’s another great way to go.”

What kid doesn’t want a lunch box with their favorite 
character on it? Having this, however, is not a necessity. 
Neither are brown paper bags. Bakh finds grocery sacks 
work just fine.

Some materials will be cheap at some points of the year 
and not in others. Binder paper is a good example.

“The problem with binder paper,” Bakh notes, “is if you 
don’t buy it when it’s on sale, it’s really expensive, so buy 
enough at beginning of school year. You won’t need very 
much for your first grader, but a senior will go through a 
lot. And if we have it going into next year, then that’s great, 
but if we run out of it, it can be hard to find.”

She also notes that if stores have an abundance of some-
thing, “start stocking up for the next year. In our garage 
we have a bin, so if kids run out of something, they can 
look there.” 

Christina Say, a mother of eight in St. Helena, echoes 
much of Bakh’s advice, but adds that thrift stores are a 
good bet for parochial school uniforms. She also suggests 
waiting until shirts are on sale and then stocking up on 
them. With books, her family “usually buys online from 
Amazon, and then we sell them back on Amazon.” And 
she buys a “whole box of bond paper, because it’s much 
cheaper.”

The bottom line, the “ancient secret,” if you will, says 
Bakh is, “Don’t ever buy anything for full price. You just 
can’t wait until the last minute, because then you’ll have to 
pay for name brand things, and you don’t need name brand 
things. Store brands work just fine.” ❖
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Although St. Rose of Lima, TOSD, is the patroness of our 
diocese, many of us know little about her. So who is this 
woman in whose memory five dioceses and at least 25 
parishes in the United States alone are dedicated?

Born in Lima, Peru, to a wealthy soldier and mestiza 
mother, she was baptized Isabel Flores y de Oliva and 
gained the nickname “Rosa” when a servant claimed to 
see her face transform into a rose. At her confirmation in 
1597 at age 11 by St. Turibius de Mongrovejo, archbishop 
of Lima, she formally adopted Rosa as her name.

Growing up, her hero was St. Catherine of Siena, TOSD, 
and she tried to be like her in every way, even fasting three 
times per week and performing penances in secret. When, 
like Catherine, people began marveling at her beauty and 
proposing marriage, she, like Catherine, cut off her hair. 
She went one better, however. Rosa smeared hot peppers 
on her face, which caused her skin to blister and made her 
look revolting. It scared away any potential suitors. 

She took these drastic measures because had already decid-
ed she would devote her life to service of the Lord through the 
consecrated life and not through marriage and family. 

She wasn’t simply trying to ward off potential suitors, 
though. She wanted to fight her own temptations to vanity. 
When a person is vain, they have the sort of pride that 
leads to self-centeredness and thereby sin. She wanted to 
never sin.

All of this made her uncomprehending parents furious, 
and they told her to stop. It was all so odd. It was OK to be 
holy, but did that mean having to be so strange and different? 

In an odd type of teenage rebellion, she responded by 
spending more hours in prayer before the Blessed Sacra-
ment and attending daily Mass. Although he wasn’t happy 
about it, her father finally gave her her own room in the 
home as a sort of monastic cell. 

She also went from fasting three days a week to fasting 
every day as well as abstaining from meat on a permanent 
basis. If this strikes you as strange, read Mark 9:29 to see 
what Our Lord though about this behavior.

From her one room “convent,” she took care of the sick 
and underprivileged. Before Rosa began her apostolate, no 
one had provided any social services in Peru. Ironically, 
her work grew to include her family, which fell on hard 
times after her father’s investment in a mine failed. Being 
an expert seamstress, she sold her needlepoint as well as 
flowers to support them. Additionally, she sold fine lace 
and embroidery to help the poor. Beyond this, her only 
trips outside the home were to attend daily Mass.

When Rose did go out, she wore a silver crown on her 

ST. ROSE OF LImA, TOSD
memorial: August 23

If parents elect to send their children to public schools, 
they do have some rights to protect their children from 
receiving what some would consider offensive instruction. 
These rights, however, are not nearly as extensive as the 
Church would want, given that parents are by nature their 
offspring’s first educators. 

For instance, they may examine the curriculum materials 
of the class. They may also observe class time. They are 
also supposed to receive notice when the school plans to 
teach students certain subjects, and they have the right to 
opt their children out of some of these. 

For instance, if a school teaches comprehensive sexual 
education, it must send parents notice about this, and 
parents may opt their children out of having to learn that 
topic. This includes anything that teaches about human 
development, sexuality, pregnancy, family planning, and 
sexually transmitted diseases. This notice must come at 
the beginning of the school year, and parents must receive 
an opportunity to not only review the course materials but 
to ask that their children not take part in such instruction.

Schools are required to teach HIV/AIDS prevention 
at least twice during a student’s middle and high school 

kNOWING yOUR pARENTAL RIGHTS

head. The silver concealed inward-turned thorns, and these 
she further covered with roses. About her waist she also wore 
a spiked iron chain called “the discipline.” Sometimes, she 
would put her hands in lime powder, which was very painful.

Her bed she constructed “of broken glass, stone, pot-
sherds, and thorns. She admitted that the thought of lying 
down on it made her tremble with dread. Fourteen years 
this martyrdom of her body continued without relaxation, 
but not without consolation. Our Lord revealed Himself 
to her frequently, flooding her soul with such inexpress-
ible peace and joy as to leave her in ecstasy for hours. 
At these times she offered to Him all her mortifications 
and penances in expiation for offences against His Divine 
Majesty, for the idolatry of her country, for the conversion 
of sinners, and for the souls in Purgatory.”

Does this seem odd? As American Catholic puts it, “The 
saints have so great a love of God that what seems bizarre 
to us, and is indeed sometimes imprudent, is simply a logi-
cal carrying out of a conviction that anything that might 
endanger a loving relationship with God must be rooted out.” 

Rosa’s life wasn’t all penances, prayer, and fasting. 
When the situation necessitated it, she was very active. 
For instance, she raised her voice when wealthy Spaniards 
oppressed the poor, the indigenous, and enslaved. When 
we think of mistreatment of natives in the New World, one 
of the epicenters for this was Peru. The Spanish made vast 
fortunes off of Peruvian land, and yet none of these riches 
made their way to Peruvians. 

She loved God to the fullest and spent her life for Him, 
dying at age 31. The entire city attended her funeral, with 
its leading citizens serving as pallbearers.

Many miracles followed her death, which lead to her 
beatification by Clement IX in 1667, and her canonization 
by Clement X in 1671. She was the first American to be 
raised to the altars. She is represented wearing a crown of 
roses. ❖

years, but they can choose to provide this education every 
year between grades 7-12. As with sex ed, the school must 
notify parents before the instruction occurs, and parents 
must receive an opportunity to not only review the course 
materials but to ask that their children be exempted from 
such instruction.

If parents do not opt out, however, the school assumes 
they approve of their children learning this material. 
According to California Education Code § 51513, no test, 
questionnaire, survey, or examination containing any 
questions about the pupil’s or family’s personal beliefs or 
practices in sex, family life, morality, and religion shall be 
administered to any pupil unless the parent or guardian 
of the pupil is notified in writing about this is about to be 
administered and the parent or guardian of the pupil gives 
written permission for the pupil to take it. In other words, if 
you want your child to give the school answers about what 
happens in your home, you have to opt in. 

However, California Education Code § 51938(b) says 
when it comes to surveys about your grade 7-12 child’s 
anonymously given attitudes about sex and sexual practic-
es, the school only has to give you notice, the right to view 

the survey ahead of time, and the opportunity to opt out.
Besides the above, though, parental rights over what 

schools teach students are limited and come with no writ-
ten notice or right to opt out. 

An example would be an illustration or description of 
genitalia appear in a science or health textbook. Same 
thing if a classroom discussion brings up gender, sexual 
orientation, and family life when not specifically related to 
sex education and as long as the discussions don’t become 
explicit. 

The basic understanding is that while parents can teach 
their children whatever they want in terms of values and 
morals in the home, if they choose to send their progeny 
to a public school, the state believes parental rights largely 
stop at the schoolroom door. Otherwise, it would be teach-
ing to as many divergent belief systems as there are pupils 
in the class.

One thing parents should know if they don’t want their 
kids learning how to fit a prophylactic on a banana, it may 
result in them receiving a tougher assignment—e.g., a 
research project—than they would have experienced had 
they watched this film or participated in that discussion. ❖
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In late July, there was a buzz around the North Coast that 
the Black Madonna was coming to nearby churches. 

It wasn’t a concert by Rihanna that clogged up traffic 
and caused hordes of people to descend en masse upon our 
beautiful countryside like a NASCAR race at Sear’s Point 
or Bottle Rock on steroids.

No, the Black Madonna is the nickname given an ancient 
icon reputedly painted by St. Luke himself on a piece of 
cedar taken from a table owned by the Holy Family. The 
icon’s official name is Our Lady of Częstochowa, and it 

So how can the Black Madonna help? In the Old Tes-
tament, the Israelites carried the Ark of the Covenant 
into battle. The Ark contained the real presence of God. 
Since the early centuries of the Church, Catholics have 
always understood that Mary, Jesus’ mother, is the new 
Ark of the Covenant, the one who carried Christ’s Real 
Presence. Indeed, during times of trouble in Rome, popes 
carried the Salus Populi Romani (salvation of the Roman 
people) icon through the Eternal City’s streets, always to 
great effect.

Our Lady of Częstochowa also has her share of victo-
ries and miracles. Legend holds that after the icon was 

displayed on Constantinople’s walls, that city won a criti-
cal battle against the Saracens. After an eleventh century 
attack on the Kingdom of Galicia, the king prayed in 
front of the icon for Our Lady’s intercession. Darkness 
enveloped the enemy troops, who began attacking one 
another. 

The image is also credited for Poland’s victory in 1655 
against the forces of Sweden’s King Charles X. After Poland 
was almost entirely overrun, only the area around the 
monastery which housed the icon remained free. The mon-
astery’s monks somehow held out against a 40-day siege, 
and Polish forces eventually arrived to repel the invaders.

More recently in 1979, thousands of Poles prayed before 
the Black Madonna for Pope St. John Paul II to be allowed 
to visit his homeland. At the end of the novena, the com-
munist government reversed its decision to bar his journey. 
Roughly a decade later, communism was relegated to the 
ash heap of history. 

As HLI President Fr. Shenan Boquet has put it, “We 
now turn to Our Lady in prayer and sacrifice seeking 
help for another miracle: Ending abortion around the 
world.

“We must continue to make reason-based arguments, 
since reason and truth are on the side of life. Further-
more, we must not only seek legal and legislative victo-
ries—though those would be most welcome—but victo-
ries of the mind, heart, and soul. The Black Madonna has 
already inspired hundreds of thousands to seek Christ, 
to deepen their faith, hope, and love, and to defend the 
innocent.”

Please pray that millions will be inspired by this his-
toric voyage to renew their faith and join in the defense 
of all human life from conception until natural death. 
Please pray especially for those whose hearts are hardened 
against the pro-life movement, even within Holy Mother 
Church. ❖

OUR LADy OF CzĘSTOCHOWA COmES 
TO THE NORTH COAST

is housed at the Jasna Góra Monastery in Częstochowa, 
Poland.

The image depicts the Blessed Virgin as the Hodegetria 
(i.e., the one who shows the way to Christ). It depicts her 
pointing to her Son as the source of salvation. Her Child 
blesses the viewer while holding the Gospels in His other 
hand.

Now Human Life International is helping a replica of 
the image called a pilgrim icon to make its way around 
North America. This is part of an effort called “Ocean to 
Ocean,” the purpose of which is to build up the Culture 
of Life. 

This historic pilgrimage has already touched the lives 
of millions of Christians across Europe. With each stop 
at hundreds of Catholic and Orthodox churches, those 
who come to see the Black Madonna hear calls to prayer 
and action to renew the faith and defend the innocent 
unborn.

Here in America, her journey began on St. Clement’s 
Island, Maryland, where the first Catholic pilgrims landed 
in the seventeenth century. Subsequently, two of the stops 
were on July 25 at St Peter Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Ukiah and at St. Eugene Cathedral from July 26-27.

It would be hard to argue that this sort of thing has no 
use in the United States. After all, since 1973, Roe v. Wade 
has enabled the government-sanctioned deaths of over 
50 million babies. Euthanasia and assisted suicide is legal 
in several states. The traditional family, the very build-
ing block of a healthy, well-functioning society, is under 
unrelenting attack.

HOLY LAND FRANCISCAN 
PILGRIMAGES

1-800-566-7499

www.HolyLandPilgrimages.org  •  info@HolyLandPilgrimages.org

GREECE

June 24 - July 4, 2015 $4,439

HOLY LAND

December 18 - 27, 2014 $3,670 *Christmas

February 4 - 13, 2015 $3,158

March 26 - April 6, 2015 $3,796 *Easter

HOLY LAND & JORDAN

October 9 - 19, 2014 $3,754

Oct. 30 - Nov. 9, 2014 $3,750

Nov. 29 - Dec. 9, 2014 $3,690

March 12 - 23, 2015 $3,860

HOLY LAND & TURKEY

May 7 - 17, 2015 $3,660

IRELAND

April 8 - 17, 2015 $2,999

ITALY

April 20 - 30, 2015 $3,979

POLAND

August 17 - 25, 2015 $3,599
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Diocese of Santa Rosa  Office of Religious Education  
Diócesis de Santa Rosa -  Departamento de Educación Religiosa 

presents its annual  
 

Religious Education Congress 
 

Congreso de Educación Religiosa  

Saturday, October 4, 2014 
 

Sábado, 04 de octubre 2014 
9am– 4pm 

For more information or to register 
Para mas información o para registrarse 

Contact: Carmen Perez Aanenson 
dre@srdiocese.org (707) 566-3366 

www.santarosacatholic.org 

Held at Cardinal Newman High School 50 Ursuline Rd., Santa Rosa 

La Conferencia Magistral: 
Hector Molina 

Keynote Speaker:   
Douglas G. Bushman, STL 

Variety of topics 
Variedad de temas 


