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In 1840 the Catholic Bishops of this 
country were facing a horribly divisive issue 
- slavery. In retrospect, knowing what we 
now know and, in reality, what the Bishops 
knew even then and what we now more fully 
appreciate about the equality of all races, 
the issue should not have been divisive at 
all. Everyone of sound mind should have 
known and should have acknowledged 
and supported the abolition of slavery. Yet, 
that was not the case in 1840. What, in 
retrospect, should the American Bishops have 
done?

They had a variety of options but I 
suggest four here:  
First possible option, say and do nothing. 
Second possibility, engage in dialogue with 
those Catholics who were staunch defenders 
of slavery or who were slave owners 
themselves. 
Third option, speak boldly and forthrightly 
about the evil of slavery, its categorical 
unacceptability, and the reality that support 
of slavery by someone purported to be a 
‘faithful Catholic’ is absolutely contradictory 
to the authentic practice of the Catholic faith.

Another option, the fourth, declare that 
those who support the evil of slavery are, 
by the very fact of their support of slavery, 
excommunicated from the Church or, at very 
least, unworthy of the claim to be Christian.

Option one is unacceptable because 
silence seems to give consent. While Bishops 
certainly did not give consent to this evil 
practice many remained silent.

Option two, is appealing unless, of 
course, you are a slave. From the vantage 
point of a slave, these two options would 
have offered little, if any, consolation or even 
hope of change. While the silence or the 
dialogue continued, people continued to be 
slaves. Besides this, there was that troubling 
1839 document of Pope Gregory XVI, In 
Supremo Apostolatus, which condemns 
slavery in the strongest possible terms.

The third option, which in fact Pope 
Gregory XVI chose, might have been more 
effective if the American bishops had risen to 
the moral challenge facing them. Such bold 
and forthright speech would have offered 
greater consolation to those confined to 
slavery but even such strong speech would 
have offered little, if any, actual relief. Further, 
while speaking boldly, the very ones so 
speaking would be welcoming to Church and 
to Holy Communion, the very souls to whom 
the bold words were addressed. Imagine, 
from the perspective of a slave, the challenge 
of coming to Holy Mass (if they were 
permitted to do so by their ‘masters’), hearing 
about the great evil of slavery and then 
also hearing that the Catholics who owned 
or trafficked them were welcome, without 
conversion or repentance, to approach the 
blessed table of the Lord’s Sacred Body and 
Precious Blood.

The question to be asked is whether 
adamant support of slavery, which necessarily 
denies a human being’s humanity, was / is a 
serious enough issue to rise to the level 

of being an offense absolutely incompatible 
with Catholic belief and thus incompatible 
with the reception of Holy Communion.

Pray for me as I promise to pray for you. -

Bishop Robert F. Vasa
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By Chris Lyford
Editor, North Coast 
Catholic

TOGETHER

s we approach the feast of Christ 
the King we are invited to bend our 
knees to Him who is our only hope of 

true freedom.
In its core document, Our First, Most 

Cherished Liberty: A Statement on Religious 
Liberty, the USCCB Ad Hoc Committee for 
Religious Liberty “urge[d] that the Solemnity of 
Christ the King-a feast born out of resistance to 
totalitarian incursions against religious liberty-
be a day specifically employed by bishops and 

priests to preach about religious liberty, both here and abroad.” Let 
us pray fervently that we will help others encounter anew Christ, our 
King, bringing the Gospel to the margins of society, that all might 
bear witness to Him before others.

The roadmap to heaven, I have heard is the way of the 
Beatitudes.  

We have in our own diocese, and in most our parishes many 
opportunities to do corporeal works of mercy; to feed the hungry, 
give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, visit the imprisoned, 
shelter the homeless, visit the sick, and to bury the dead. In this issue 
of the North Coast Catholic you will find a segment on how Catholic 
Charities is working on creating Caritas Village, complete with a 
brand-new family shelter, childcare, clinic, and homeless drop-in 

center. An entire ministry in our Diocese called Catholic Restorative 
Justice Ministry is dedicated to visit and care for those imprisoned. 
You can contact Deacon John Storm at restorativejustice@
srdiocese.org to find out more.

As for the spiritual works of mercy; to admonish the sinner, 
instruct the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, comfort the sorrowful, 
bear wrongs patiently, forgive all injuries, and to pray for the living 
and the dead, an entire religious community is living and teaching 
these every day with more and more fervor. You can find out about 
the Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa in this issue as well. 

The offices of Religious Education, Schools, Marriage & Family 
Life, and Youth & Young Adult Ministry have partnered together with 
“Franciscan at Home,” an online learning platform to answer the 
call of assisting family faith formation.  The leaders of this “Family 
Support Network” believe the partnership with “Franciscan at 
Home” is an opportunity to assist parents’ growth in holiness.

We are in a season when families will have opportunities to 
gather, even amidst sincere differences regarding serious issues 
within our society. May we live the truth of salvation in Jesus Christ 
alone, through our actions, and when necessary, words. Let us 
prepare our hearts for the reception of Holy Communion by pledging 
our allegiance to Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe, and then 
prepare to receive him into this stormy world by preparing a peaceful 
manger of our hearts!

A
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An Update of Fr. Kotas

I ask you all to pray for Fr. Adam Kotas to return to the Catholic Church.  Though repentance is hard, 
it is the path that Our Savior has laid out for us when we stray.  Fr. Kotas left the Catholic Church a 
few months ago and joined the Polish National Catholic Church.  While they most likely have valid 
sacraments, they are not licit.   That denomination refuses to be under the authority of the Pope 
and thus cannot legitimately call itself Catholic.  

Cardinal Newman’s New Building

Cardinal Newman High School just completed the new classroom building.  It is beautifully 
designed and well loved by our students.  The teachers, who have been teaching in portable 
classrooms for a few years, are really enjoying the new classrooms and the new learning 
environment.  The portables were carted off to be used at another school in need of temporary 
structures.  At the same time, Newman is just beginning the construction of their two story Student 
Life Center.  Once completed, the building will transform the campus and create a different look 
and feel with the same spirit.  

Around the  
DIOCESE

With Fr. Moses Brown

It’s November, yikes! I don’t know about you, but I feel like this 
past year has flown by.  As I mentally prepare for the start of a new 
year, I can’t help but look back. If you recall, this time last year, we 
were meeting outside our churches to celebrate Masses, and our 
parish ministries, children’s programs, and youth programs were 
either meeting online or not meeting at all. Which was physically, 
mentally, and spiritually challenging for most of us, yet we remained 
united in faith. Yes, I know we are still facing challenges today; 
however, I choose to see the glass half full, so I am grateful for the 
things we can do, and one thing we can all do is keep our children 
and youth safe and protected.

So please keep in mind that if you plan to volunteer at your 
child’s Catholic school or a parish, you will need to register and 
complete a Safe environment training using the following website:   
https://santarosa.cmgconnect.org

You will also need to complete a background check via 
fingerprints to the DOJ. Please complete the training before you get 
fingerprinted.

You do not have to redo if you have completed the training after 
July 15, 2020, or have already been fingerprinted for the diocese and 
cleared.  If you are not sure of your status, please check with the Safe 
Environment Coordinator at your parish or school.  

This training is a tool to help all of us learn what our diocesan 
policy looks like, but most importantly, it helps us understand what 
child abuse is, looks like, and how to report it. We owe it to our 
children and youth to do our best to keep them safe, and by knowing 
the signs, we can recognize when a child or youth requires our help.

 Providing a Safe Environment for our children and youth is 
our top priority. In doing so, we can reassure parents that their 
children are safe and protected under our care and that we are 
committed to their well-being. Every location in our diocese has a 
Safe Environment Coordinator who monitors compliance for their 
site. These people are fantastic, and their dedication to keeping our 
sites safe is impressive, so the next time they ask you to do a training 
or get fingerprinted, please don’t give them a hard time and do it. 
Together we can make our parishes and schools safe for all! 

 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving!

Fatima Jimenez
Victims Assistance Coordinator 
for the Diocese of Santa Rosa

Safe and Protected
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magine cooking Thanksgiving dinner 
every day and having the whole family 
help wash the dishes  - in a kitchen 

with enough space for a retired couple. This is not 
far from the situation we found ourselves in a year 
ago, except that it happened three times a day! Our 
growing family seemed to have reached the limits 
of our space; yet, God was sending more Sisters. 
His generosity in providing vocations had again 
provoked a unique vocations crisis: where to put 
them? God alone knew the answer - the Ursuline 
Convent!

Erected in 1957 by the Ursuline Sisters, the 
building is a true Convent. The structure itself 
speaks eloquently of the life that is lived here, and 
has been lived here for decades. For example: the 

Sisters’ rooms are nearly identical in size - which 
is rather small with few accompanying amenities. 
The Chapel, however, is spacious and beautiful, 
adorned with statues and flowers. The Community 
Room - the primary location for recreation, study, 
and apostolate preparation - is larger than any 
individual Sister’s room, and formatted in such 
a way as to encourage communal sharing. The 
Refectory - where the Sisters are nourished in body 
and soul (through edifying recordings or readings) 
speaks of order through tables arranged according 
to level of formation and of convivial unity in all 
receiving the same nourishment. The structure of  
the Convent indicates our priorities: God, 
Community, Self.

I

A Divinely-Planned Dwelling
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Photos: Faith, faith2, jesus makes all things new, God is my 
hope, prayer, mirac medal

Just as a Church serves as an efficacious 
aid to prayer and sanctification, so too 
does a Convent. Built with the principles of 
religious life in mind,the structure aids the 
Sister in living her holy vocation. Everything, 
from her cell, to the Chapel, to the cloister 
walkway wherein she can prepare herself 
to meet her Beloved, speaks to the Sister’s 
heart. Here, she is home; here, life is for God 
alone. In transitioning from a temporary 
housing arrangement to a true Convent 
building, we have been deeply blessed by 
the aid this intentional structure provides. 

Following the long tradition of the 
Church, manual labor forms an integral 
part of our consecrated life. In a spirit of 
poverty, much of the care and upkeep of the 
Convent is executed by the Sisters. In our 
past Convents, the Sisters in early formation 
manfully shouldered this responsibility, as 
well as the cooking and cleaning, as though 
it were for Our Lord Himself (for it is!) under 
the guidance of their Mistress.

While the domestic arts remain the 
domain of the Novitiate, the increased size 
of the Convent and the need for significant 
restoration of the grounds has re-introduced 
the necessity of dedicated manual labor as 
common to all the Sisters. The property was 
significantly impacted by the fire in 2017: 

four of the five buildings burnt, countless 
trees were lost, the beautiful landscaping 
was largely destroyed, and along with it, 
most of the irrigation systems. It was a sheer 
miracle that the building then-known as 
Ursula Hall was spared!

This building has become our 
Motherhouse, the stable base for the Sisters’ 
apostolates. It provides a space where the 
hidden heartbeat of prayer can embrace the 
breadth and length of our Diocese. As Sisters 
dedicated in a special way to Our Lady, it 
seemed only right that our Motherhouse be 
named after her preeminent prerogative: 
her role as Mother of God. Hence its re-
christening as Mater Dei Convent.

As we labor around the Convent 
grounds, we are visibly reminded that this 
land belongs to our Mother. In agreement 
with St. Bernard’s sentiment that “of Mary 
there is never enough”, we have at least a 
dozen shrines dedicated to Our Lady outside. 
As we pull weeds and dig up the never-
ending palm sprouts, we are prompted to 
unite our struggles with our Redeemer’s 
great work, asking Our Lady to transform 
our mundane efforts into imperishable 
results for the salvation of souls.

Our care for Our Lady’s property is an 
embodiment of our poverty and charity. 

Poverty necessitates work; our work is done 
for others (primarily for Another). Our labor 
does not accrue temporal wealth for our 
personal enjoyment; it is not done for self-
gratification. In fact, we may not be very 
good at it but we make our limited skills 
and resources our offering. Manual labor 
produces an opportunity for the soul to be 
refreshed by God’s creation, and brings its 
own sort of satisfaction, but this is exceeded 
by the joy we experience in sharing the 
fruits of each other’s labor. Knowing that 
the lovely flowers are the fruit of long toil 
removing a stubborn stump gives an added 
savor to the appreciation of their beauty.

We wish to give thanks to all who made 
this move possible. Without your financial 
and spiritual support, this milestone in our 
Community’s history would not have been 
possible. We are approaching our 10th 
anniversary and the acquisition of Mater Dei 
Convent adds a permanence to our service 
of the Diocese by prayer and apostolic 
endeavors. The Convent and grounds are 
private to preserve the contemplative aspect 
of our life, but more information may be 
found on our website: www.mariansisters.
com.
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n its core document, Our First, Most Cherished Liberty: 
A Statement on Religious Liberty, the USCCB Ad Hoc 
Committee for Religious Liberty “urge[d] that the 

Solemnity of Christ the King-a feast born out of resistance to 
totalitarian incursions against religious liberty-be a day specifically 
employed by bishops and priests to preach about religious liberty, 
both here and abroad.” Let us pray fervently that we will help others 
encounter anew Christ, our King, bringing the Gospel to the margins 
of society, that all might bear witness to Him before others.

On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates 
the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, or Christ 
the King. 

Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his encyclical Quas 
primas (“In the first”) to respond to growing secularism and 
atheism.  He recognized that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ and 
his holy law” out of public life would result in continuing discord 
among people and nations. This solemnity reminds us that while 
governments come and go, Christ reigns as King forever.

On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates 
the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, or Christ 
the King. 

Pope Pius XI instituted this feast in 1925 with his encyclical Quas 

primas (“In the first”) to respond to growing secularism and 
atheism.  He recognized that attempting to “thrust Jesus Christ and 
his holy law” out of public life would result in continuing discord 
among people and nations. This solemnity reminds us that while 
governments come and go, Christ reigns as King forever.

During the early twentieth century, in Mexico, Russia, and some 
parts of Europe, militantly secularistic regimes threatened not just 
the Catholic Church and its faithful but civilization itself. Pope Pius 
XI’s encyclical gave Catholics hope and—while governments around 
them crumbled—the assurance that Christ the King shall reign 
forever.  Jesus Christ “is very truth, and it is from him that truth must 
be obediently received by all mankind” (Quas primas, 7).

Christ’s kingship is rooted in the Church’s teaching on the 
Incarnation.  Jesus is fully God and fully man.  He is both the divine 
Lord and the man who suffered and died on the Cross.  One person 
of the Trinity unites himself to human nature and reigns over all 
creation as the Incarnate Son of God.  “From this it follows not only 
that Christ is to be adored by angels and men, but that to him as 
man angels and men are subject, and must recognize his empire; by 
reason of the hypostatic union Christ has power over all creatures” 
(Quas primas, 13).

The Church calls us to acknowledge Christ’s kingship with our 
whole lives:

He must reign in our minds, which should assent with perfect 
submission and firm belief to revealed truths and to the doctrines 
of Christ. He must reign in our wills, which should obey the laws 
and precepts of God. He must reign in our hearts, which should 
spurn natural desires and love God above all things, and cleave to 
him alone. He must reign in our bodies and in our members, which 
should serve as instruments for the interior sanctification of our 
souls, or to use the words of the Apostle Paul, ‘as instruments of 
justice unto God.’ -Quas primas, 33

Today, religious freedom for many people means that we can 
believe whatever we want in private, but when we enter the public 
square or the marketplace, we may not speak of anything that 
relates to our faith.  However, the Church acknowledges the reign 
of Christ, not only privately, but publicly.  This solemnity encourages 
us to celebrate and live out our faith in public.  “Thus by sermons 
preached at meetings and in churches, by public adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament exposed and by solemn processions, men unite in 
paying homage to Christ, whom God has given them for their King” 
(Quas primas, 26).

For Christians, when our faith is repeatedly marginalized in public 
life, we can fall into the habit of compartmentalizing our lives.  We 
love Jesus in our private lives, but we shrink from acknowledging the 
kingship of Christ in social life.  When we celebrate the Solemnity of 
Christ the King, we declare to the world and remind ourselves that 
Jesus is the Lord of the Church and of the entire universe.

For liturgical resources, and novena prayers go to:  
www.usccb.org/christtheking

For details about the Global Celebration of Youth and 
Young Adults which also takes place on the Solemnity 
of Christ the King beginning this year, please see this 
USCCB web page, www.usccb.org/topics/world-youth-day/
annual-celebration.

SOLEMNITY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, KING OF 
THE UNIVERSE  
November 21, 2021

I 
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As waves of nationalism and secularism were on the rise across 
the globe, Pope Pius XI instituted the Solemnity of Christ the King in 
1925 as a reminder that Christ reigns above all earthly rulers. While 
temporal powers will fade away, Christ’s reign and his kingdom remain 
eternal. This day reminds believers to totally surrender their wills and 
hearts to Christ’s sovereignty in their lives.

Christ’s Sovereignty and Sacrifice
When times are uncertain and conflict ravages the globe, we can 

take comfort in knowing Christ stands in infinite power above it all. 
As Pope Benedict XVI noted, “It is in the very offering of himself in the 
sacrifice of expiation that Jesus becomes King of the universe.” His 
sacrifice for all humanity reminds us to follow in his example and offer 
our hearts and lives in service of our fellow man. Pope Francis remarks:

The kingdoms of this world at times are sustained by arrogance, 
rivalries and oppression; the reign of Christ is a “kingdom of justice, 
love and peace.” For a Christian, speaking of power and strength 
means referring to the power of the Cross, and the strength of Jesus’ 
love: a love which remains steadfast and complete, even when faced 
with rejection, and it is shown as the fulfillment of a life expended in 
the total surrender of oneself for the benefit of humanity.

To live as people of the kingdom of God, we must act in a 
restorative manner, bringing healing to a broken world.

True Freedom in Christ
As ruler of all, Christ deserves our total submission, as Pope 

Francis has said, “Jesus is the center of creation; and so the attitude 
demanded of us as true believers is that of recognizing and accepting 
in our lives the centrality of Jesus Christ, in our thoughts, in our words 
and in our works.”

Yet Christ does not force obedience from anyone: he offers 
his grace to us as a gift – a life-giving, heart-changing gift. Only 
in surrendering our lives to him, do we experience true liberation. 
As Benedict XVI remarked:

But in what does this “power” of Jesus Christ the King consist? 
It is not the power of the kings or the great people of this world; it is 
the divine power to give eternal life, to liberate from evil, to defeat the 
dominion of death. It is the power of Love that can draw good from 
evil, that can melt a hardened heart, bring peace amid the harshest 
conflict and kindle hope in the thickest darkness. This Kingdom of 
Grace is never imposed and always respects our freedom.

WHY WE CELEBRATE 
THE SOLEMNITY  

OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  
KING OF THE UNIVERSE
November 22, 2019 Basilica of the  

Immaculate Conception Washington D.C.
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CANADA’S BISHOPS HOPE PAPAL VISIT  
WILL AID ‘RECONCILIATION AND HEALING’ 

Ottawa, Canada, Oct 27 (CNA) 

NCC_Nov2021.indd   10 11/9/21   1:52 PM



NORTH COAST CATHOLIC / November 2021 / www.srdiocese.org  10

atholic, secular, and tribal leaders 
throughout Canada reacted with 
mixed emotions to the news that 

Pope Francis would likely be making a papal 
visit to Canada in the future.

“The Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has invited the Holy Father to make 
an apostolic journey to Canada, also in 
the context of the long-standing pastoral 
process of reconciliation with indigenous 
peoples,” said a statement from the Vatican 
Oct. 27. “His Holiness has indicated his 
willingness to visit the country on a date to 
be settled in due course.”

A press release from the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops following 
the announcement said the bishops were 
“grateful” to hear that their invitation had 
been accepted. 

“The Bishops of Canada have been 
engaged in meaningful discussions with 
Indigenous Peoples, especially those affected 
by Residential Schools who have shared 
stories about the suffering and challenges 
that they continue to experience,” said CCCB 
President Bishop Raymond Poisson of Saint-
Jérôme and Mont-Laurier. 

“We pray that Pope Francis’ visit to 
Canada will be a significant milestone in the 
journey toward reconciliation and healing.”

The news of the accepted invitation 
comes about six weeks before a group of 
Indigenous Canadians will be meeting with 
Pope Francis in the Vatican. The delegation 
will be in Rome from Dec. 17-20 2021. 

In addition to the apology, the 
Indigenous leaders plan to ask Pope Francis 
for the release of all records that relate to 
the residential schools, and for the return of 
any Indigenous items from Canada that the 
Vatican may possess in its archives.

“We will invite the delegation of 
Indigenous survivors, Elders, knowledge 
keepers, and youth who will meet with Pope 
Francis to open their hearts to the Holy 
Father and share both their suffering as well 
as their hopes and desires for his eventual 
visit to Canada,” added Poisson.

The idea of a pastoral visit to Canada 
has been discussed for months, and the 
CCCB recently made a pledge to “work with 
the Holy See and Indigenous partners on the 
possibility of a pastoral visit to Canada by 
the Pope.” 

“Following this pledge and informed by 
three years of ongoing dialogue between 
the Canadian Bishops, the Holy See, and 
Indigenous Peoples, the President and 
former-President of the CCCB met in Rome 
with the Secretary of State of the Holy See 
to discuss next steps on the reconciliation 
journey earlier this month and in preparation 
for the delegation,” said the bishops.

The last papal visit to Canada was in 
2002. 

The newly-appointed Minister of Crown-
Indigenous Relations Marc Miller expressed 
hope Wednesday that the potential visit 
would bring healing to a hurting people. 

Miller, who described himself as “not a 
Catholic,” said that “in the grand scheme 
of what we call reconciliation, I think, for 
Indigenous peoples, that full recognition 
of harm caused is something that is long 
waited for.”

In 2017, Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, a Catholic, requested that 
Pope Francis issue an apology for the 
Church’s role in the country’s residential 
school system. The pope declined to give 
an apology, but has repeatedly expressed 
“sorrow” at the various atrocities which 
occurred at the Church-administered schools. 

Canada’s residential school system 
operated from the 1870s until 1996. First 
Nations, Inuit, and Métis children were 
separated from their families and sent 
to the schools, established by the federal 
government and run by Catholics and 
members of Protestant denominations, to 
force assimilation and strip them of familial 
and cultural ties.

The Catholic Church, or Catholic religious 
orders, ran more than two-thirds of these 
schools.

According to Canada’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, an estimated 
4,100 to 6,000 students died as a result 
of neglect or abuse in the schools. Many 
unmarked graves located on or near the 
locations of the former schools were 
discovered over the summer. 

Individual bishops, religious orders, as 
well as the CCCB, have issued apologies for 
the role the Church played in operating the 
schools. The Canadian government, as well 
as other Christian churches, have similarly 
apologized.

For Chief RoseAnne Archibald, national 
chief of the Assembly of First Nations, 
an apology from Pope Francis is just the 
beginning of what she would like to see 
happen. 

“I’ll welcome Pope Francis when 
he arrives on Turtle Island to issue a 
long overdue apology to survivors and 
intergenerational trauma survivors,” 
she said. “Meegwetch to the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops for acting on 
our request that the Truth and Reconciliation 
Call to Action #58 is actioned upon and 
eventually completed.” 

“Meegwetch’’ means “thank you” in 
Algonquin. In 2015, the commission issued 
several “call to action”; #58 was an apology 
from the pope. 

“I reiterate that the Catholic church 
[sic] must be accountable and acknowledge 
their responsibility for the great harm 
caused by their direct role in the institutions 
of assimilation and genocide that they 
ran,” she said. Archibald called for further 
reparations, including “returning diocese 
land properties back to First Nations,” and 
additional investment into healing initiatives. 

Archibald requested that Pope Francis 
“formally revoke ‘Inter Caetera’ 1493 
Doctrine of Discovery,” and “replace it with 
a Papal Bull that decrees Indigenous Peoples 
and cultures are valuable, worthy, and must 
be treated with dignity and respect.” 

Inter Caetera was a papal bull from 
1493 granting control of what is now parts 
of North and South America to Portuguese 
and Spanish monarchs, as well as control of 
lands currently occupied by non-Christians.

C
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en Español DEL OBISPO

PRÁCTICAS ABSOLUTAMENTE 
DESIGNAS DEL NOMBRE  

CRISTIANO
PARTE I

n 1840, los obispos católicos de este país se enfrentaban 
a un tema horriblemente divisivo: la esclavitud. En 
retrospectiva, sabiendo lo que sabemos ahora y, en 

realidad, lo que los obispos sabían incluso entonces y lo que ahora 
apreciamos más plenamente sobre la igualdad de todas las razas, 
el tema no debería haber sido divisivo en absoluto. Todo el que esté 
en su sano juicio debería haber sabido y debería haber reconocido 
y apoyado la abolición de la esclavitud. Sin embargo, ese no era 
el caso en 1840. ¿Qué, en retrospectiva, deberían haber hecho los 
obispos estadounidenses?

Tenían una variedad de opciones, pero sugiero cuatro aquí:
Primera opción posible: decir y no hacer nada.
Segunda posibilidad: entablar un diálogo con aquellos católicos 

que fueron acérrimos defensores de la esclavitud o que ellos mismos 
eran dueños de esclavos.

Tercera opción: hablar con valentía y franqueza sobre la maldad 
de la esclavitud, su categórica inaceptabilidad y la realidad de que 
el apoyo de la esclavitud por parte de alguien que pretende ser 
un “católico fiel” es absolutamente contradictorio con la práctica 
auténtica de la fe católica.

Otra opción, la cuarta: declarar que quienes apoyan el mal de 
la esclavitud son, por el mismo hecho de su apoyo a la esclavitud, 
excomulgados de la Iglesia o, al menos, indignos de la pretensión de 
ser cristianos.

La primera opción es inaceptable porque el silencio parece 
dar consentimiento. Si bien los obispos ciertamente no dieron su 
consentimiento a esta mala práctica, muchos permanecieron en 
silencio.

La segunda opción es atractiva a menos que, por supuesto, seas 
un esclavo. Desde el punto de vista de un esclavo, estas dos opciones 
habrían ofrecido poco o ningún consuelo o incluso esperanzas de 
cambio. Mientras continuaba el silencio o el diálogo, la gente seguía 
siendo esclava. Además de esto, estaba ese preocupante documento 
de 1839 del Papa Gregorio XVI, In Supremo Apostolatus, que 
condena la esclavitud en los términos más enérgicos posibles.

La tercera opción, que de hecho eligió el Papa Gregorio XVI, 
podría haber sido más efectiva si los obispos estadounidenses 
hubieran estado a la altura del desafío moral que enfrentaban. Un 
discurso tan audaz y directo habría ofrecido un mayor consuelo a los 

confinados a la esclavitud, pero incluso un discurso tan fuerte habría 
ofrecido poco o ningún alivio real. Además, aunque hablaran con 
audacia, los mismos serian bienvenidos a la Iglesia y a la Sagrada 
Comunión. Imagínese, desde la perspectiva de un esclavo, el desafío 
de asistir a la Santa Misa (si sus ‘amos’ se lo permitieran), escuchar 
sobre el gran mal de la esclavitud y luego también escuchar que 
los católicos que los poseían o traficaban fueron bienvenidos, sin 
conversión ni arrepentimiento, a acercarnos a la mesa bendita del 
Sagrado Cuerpo y Preciosa Sangre del Señor.

La pregunta que se debe hacer es: ¿si el apoyo firme a la 
esclavitud, que necesariamente niega la humanidad de un ser 
humano, fue / es un tema lo suficientemente serio como para 
elevarse al nivel de ser una ofensa absolutamente incompatible con 
la fe católica y, por lo tanto, incompatible con la recepción de la 
Sagrada Comunión?

Ore por mí como prometo 
orar por usted.

Reverendísimo 
Robert F. Vasa
Obispo de Santa Rosa

E
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En algunos países de Latinoamérica, principalmente en México y 
Argentina, se ha extendido la falsa devoción conocida como la 
“Santa Muerte”, una creencia incompatible con la fe católica.

Para absolver las dudas, el P. José Jil Portilla, miembro del Colegio 
de Exorcistas de la Arquidiócesis Primada de México y especialista 
en el tema, compartió con ACI Prensa 8 claves para comprender 
el real significado de este peligroso “culto a la muerte” y sus 
consecuencias.  

1. La “Santa Muerte” no es una persona o un ser
La “Santa Muerte” no tiene absolutamente nada de santa. La 
muerte no es un ser, sino un acontecimiento. Significa la ausencia de 
vida, es decir, que una persona se ha quedado sin vida.
Desde pequeños nos enseñaron a imaginar la muerte como un 
esqueleto humano con vida, que lleva una guadaña y que quita 
la vida a las personas para llevárselas de este mundo. Pero esto 
no es real, sino que es una fantasía. Es una forma alegórica o 
caricaturizada para expresar el fin de la vida, porque la muerte no es 
un personaje real.

2. La muerte es en realidad la consecuencia del pecado
La muerte llegó a la humanidad como consecuencia del pecado y así 
lo revelan las Sagradas Escrituras en: Génesis 2, 15-17; Romanos 5, 
12 y Deuteronomio 30, 15-20.
Algunas personas creen que Dios es el autor de la muerte, y que por 
lo tanto es bueno darle culto. Sin embargo, tal premisa es errónea y 
puede ser constatada en: Sabiduría 1, 12-13.
Quien sí es el autor de la muerte es el demonio, quien es culpable de 
que el hombre peque y experimente la muerte. Las Escrituras revelan 
esta información con toda claridad en: Sabiduría 2, 23-24; Génesis 3, 
1-6; y Hebreos 2, 14-15.

3. El culto a la “Santa Muerte” es satánico
Las imágenes de la muerte representan las obras del demonio. Por lo 
tanto el que adora a la muerte, adora al demonio y sus obras.

4. La calavera no es más que una burda imagen
Algunas personas le piden a Dios que les conceda una santa muerte, 
es decir, que desean morir santamente. Sin embargo, en ningún caso 
piensa que la muerte sea un ser santo. Sabiendo que la muerte no es 
un ser, entonces, cada imagen de la “Santa Muerte”, no tiene nada 
de santa y no es más que una burda y fea imagen.

5. La Iglesia Católica nunca ha aprobado su culto
La Iglesia no ha aprobado nunca el culto a la “Santa Muerte”. Se 
debe tener cuidado porque existen falsos sacerdotes en algunos 
lugares que se hacen pasar por iglesias católicas y que dan culto a la 
muerte.
“Adorar a la muerte es idolatría, pero sobre todo que muchas 
personas lo hacen por ignorancia”, dijo en una ocasión el P. José 
de Jesús Aguilar, encargado del área de Radio y Televisión de la 
Arquidiócesis de México.

6. La muerte no hace favores
Muchas personas le piden a la muerte que les conceda algún favor: 
dinero, trabajo, poder, protección, curación, seducción, etc. Es verdad 
que en algunos casos les ha concedido lo que pedían, pero a un 
precio muy alto, sufriendo graves consecuencias.
Aquí algunos sufrimientos que padecen los adoradores de la muerte:
1. Si son casados, se resquebraja el matrimonio 
2. Si se les concedió tener dinero, pierden la paz y alegría 
3. En algunas ocasiones sufren la miseria y no progresan 
4. Les suceden accidentes mortales 
5. Padecen depresión (mucho miedo y tristeza) 
6. Escuchan ruidos, ven fantasmas 
7. Se alejan de la fe 
8. Toda la familia se ve afectada con muchos problemas

7. Las personas son engañadas y se alejan de Dios
A quienes rinden y extienden su culto, colocándole un altar, flores, 
alimento o llevándole en el pecho, se les suele amenazar con que 
si no cumplen o se arrepienten de adorar a la “Santa Muerte”, 
entonces ésta tomará venganza de ellos. Es el Maligno quien 
finalmente comienza a atormentar con muchos sufrimientos.
Sin embargo, no debe dar temor el escapar de sus garras. Si se 
invoca a Jesús, Él te defenderá de todas las obras del demonio. Así se 
puede constatar en las Sagradas Escrituras en: 1 Juan 3,8; Romanos 
10, 13; Santiago 4, 7; y 1 Pedro 5, 8-9.

8. La muerte es el peor enemigo de Dios y de los hombres
Algunas veces se mencionan las obras para referirse al autor de 
ellas. Por ejemplo, se dice que se combate el crimen cuando en 
realidad se combate a los criminales. De igual manera, cuando la 
Biblia hablar de aniquilar a la muerte, en realidad hablar de aniquilar 
a su autor, es decir, al demonio.
Jesucristo será quien acabé con él para siempre, junto con sus obras. 
Así lo establecen las Escrituras en: Isaías 25, 6-8; y 1 Corintios 15, 
21-26.

8 RAZONES 
POR LAS QUE EL CULTO A LA 
“SANTA MUERTE” ES INCOMPATIBLE 
CON LA FE CATÓLICA
CIUDAD DE MÉXICO (ACI Prensa)   

PRÁCTICAS ABSOLUTAMENTE 
DESIGNAS DEL NOMBRE  

CRISTIANO
PARTE I

NCC_Nov2021.indd   13 11/9/21   1:52 PM



13  NORTH COAST CATHOLIC / November 2021 / www.srdiocese.org  

a vida es tan compleja como incomprensible, pero aun 
así, emocionante e incluso deleitable. Abrir el corazón 
a los dones que Dios nos da nos permite valorar cada 

detalle de su creación, pero sobretodo, de sentirnos acompañados y 
fortalecidos con su presencia. Dios nuestro padre no nos crea para 
abandonarnos, sino que provee nuestro destino en cada respiro. Así 
como cuando abrimos las fosas nasales para dejar entrar el aire que 
acarrea el oxígeno que nutre los pulmones y que a su vez inyectan 
la fuerza necesaria para que el corazón bombee la sangre a nuestro 
cuerpo manteniendo la vida, así también es la presencia de Dios en 
nuestro espíritu. Que cuando fluye con intensidad en cada aspecto 
de nuestra existencia fortalece, purifica, aclara y brinda sentido 
en cada acontecimiento que vivimos, porque en Él ¡todo tiene 
sentido! Incluso en las más frustrantes y desesperantes situaciones 
que muchas veces parecieran esforzarse en arraigarse en nuestros 
corazones produciendo sentimientos que nos invitan a pensar que 
nuestra vida no tiene sentido. Hijos que mueren inesperadamente, 
padres que cuestionan el por qué a ellos de esta tragedia; familiares 
que sucumben ante enfermedades que consumen lentamente 
como el cáncer y florecen espinas en los corazones de quienes los 
aman. Viendo como lentamente se les consume la energía de la 
vida, y situándolos en batallas que claman al cielo gritando: “lo 
quiero, pero no quiero que sufra más, por favor ¡ya llévatelo!” 
Madres consumidas al ver como sus hijos son absorbidos por las 
maquiavélicas redes de la violencia, confusión, y drogas que se 
siembran en sus mentes produciendo la ansiedad y confusión de su 
identidad. Lágrimas y gritos que claman al cielo por las injusticias de 
aquellos que son víctimas de los sistemas que frustran cada esfuerzo 
de brindar una mejor calidad de vida para sus familias; esfuerzos 
frustrados de superación de los estudiantes que se ven agobiados 
por las cuotas de sus préstamos que ya incluso antes de terminar 
su carrera los agobian hasta borrar de ellos cualquier motivación de 
disfrutar el fruto de sus esfuerzos; la cada vez más difícil situación 
política y económica que siembra en el horizonte futuros inciertos,

 y aun, muchos casos más que gritan constantemente que esta vida 
es un sinsentido. Pero ahí, precisamente ahí, es donde el regalo más 
grande del amor de Dios nos invita a confiarle nuestro sin sentido 
porque así como su propio hijo fue incomprendido, rechazado, 
perseguido, torturado, herido, crucificado, y asesinado, y aun mas 
como su madre experimento con Él la angustia, frustración y la duda 
ante la promesa de Dios, o como en aquellos sus amigos sintieron 
el desaliento, la incertidumbre, el enojo, el temor de la confusión y 
desesperanza llegando a experimentar que todo carecía de sentido, 
ahí es donde Dios nos revela que en ésta nuestra naturaleza 
humana, nunca estamos solos. Sino que al traspasar el velo del 
sufrimiento, dolor, e incomprensión ahí precisamente podemos 
contemplar su misterio y la verdad revelada del sentido de nuestra 
vida. Porque Cristo poniendo su confianza en Dios, aceptando 
su voluntad y luchando la batalla espiritual de la fe, permanece 
obediente, confiado, firme incluso hasta la muerte. Revelando 
también que solo estamos aquí de pasada y que el sufrimiento y 
la muerte son parte integral de nuestra naturaleza humana, pero 
que ahí no termina todo, sino al contrario, ahí es donde comienza 
todo y se forja nuestro destino, porque este es el verdadero sentido. 
En este mes que celebramos a todos los santos y a nuestros fieles 
difuntos, para nosotros que creemos en Cristo, creemos que nuestro 
Dios es un Dios de vivos, y que al recordar a nuestros seres queridos, 
damos gracias a Dios porque a pesar del sufrimiento y el dolor de 
verlos partir, sabemos que algún día también estaremos con ellos 
en nuestro destino final. Así que ¡ánimo! y a respirar, que cualquiera 
que sea tu frustración y ansiedad  Dios siempre está con nosotros 
para alcanzar este destino final. Ese sentido aun en medio del sin 
sentido, que solo podemos adquirir en la buena batalla de la fe 
que da sentido al misterio y regalo de esta vida que Dios nos ha 
conferido. Que las almas de nuestros familiares difuntos por la 
misericordia de Dios, descansen en paz. Amen. 

EL GRAN REGALO  
DE LAVIDA

By Fr. Mario Valencia

L
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tudents at a Catholic high school 
in San Francisco staged a walkout 
last month to protest an all-school 

assembly which featured a pro-life speaker. 
Despite the students’ actions, the 

school’s president defended the talk as “an 
opportunity to come together in order to 
learn more about the dignity of human life.”

Archbishop Riordan High School, which 
is administered by the Society of Mary, 
hosted an all-school assembly Oct. 22 
featuring pro-life speaker Megan Almon. 

Almon tours the country with the 
Life Training Institute, a Christian pro-life 
organization whose talks aim to “empower 
others with the knowledge and conviction 
necessary to make a case for life that 
changes hearts and minds.”

According to an account of the incident 
by the San Francisco Chronicle, students 
began to exit the auditorium and file into 
an adjacent gym about “five minutes” into 
the presentation, leaving “a few dozen of 
the school’s more than 800 students” in the 
auditorium for the entire talk. 

The walkout has since gained media 
attention after a video of the walkout went 
viral, with several hundred thousand views 
on TikTok. 

“My school tried to hold a pro-life 
assembly,” on-screen text on the video of 
a throng of masked students reads, “So we 
walked out.” 

The Chronicle interviewed several 
students who identified themselves as 
pro-choice and found the pro-life talk 
“frustrating,” especially, they said, Almon’s 
comparison of the number of babies killed in 
abortions to the number of Jews who died in 
the Holocaust. 

Tim Reardon, the school’s interim 
president, told CNA in an email that he has 
since received “many notes from those in 
the community who appreciate that we are 
providing the Catholic position [on] this 
highly polarizing topic.”

“Many of the parents sent their kids to 
Catholic school so that the kids could learn 
about Catholic social teaching. To avoid 
these topics would be a failure to serve 
these individuals,” Reardon wrote in the 
email to CNA. 

One student interviewed by the 
Chronicle, who stayed for the presentation 
but asked not to be identified, said she was 
“happy to hear a perspective that she does 
not often get in her social circles.”

Riordan High School became a coed 

institution beginning in the 2020-2021 
school year, after previously being an all-
boys school. 

According to the Chronicle, the school 
wrote in an email to parents preceding 
the talk: “The administration is aware that 
not all Riordan students are Catholic. We 
understand that we live in a society in which 
people have strong, disparate opinions 
about all the categories ascribed to this 
theme… Our speaker will be here simply to 
explain the Catholic position, primarily with 
regard to abortion. We ask that all students 
listen respectfully to the speaker, who is 
nationally recognized for her work on this 
subject.”

Reardon, the school president, told CNA 
that he sent a video message to the students 
Oct. 25 “emphasizing the importance of 
listening to and considering both sides of 
important issues.”

Catholic teaching on abortion is 
presented in the school’s Religious Studies 
curriculum, Reardon said, “so there has been 
further discussion in the classrooms.”

CATHOLIC SCHOOL DEFENDS  
IMPORTANCE OF PRO-LIFE ASSEMBLY  

BOYCOTTED BY STUDENTS
San Francisco, Calif., Nov 3 (CNA)

S
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Dear Family in Christ,

It’s that time of year when the weather is chilly, it’s dark by 
dinner time, the holidays are right around the corner and you are 
wondering what you are going to do on these long, almost winter 
evenings.  How about Family Game Night?  

When our children were school aged, we and another family 
with children the same age, would get together every so often 
to share dinner and play games together.  We remember the kids 
would watch a video or play a game and we adults would play 
Pictionary®.  None of us were talented in drawing so we had the 
best time laughing at our pictures and trying to guess what it was 
we drew.  We were having so much fun the kids would end up with 
us, laughing at our pictures, and giving us pointers on how to draw 
better.  Their daughter grew up to be a very talented artist, our kids 
are still really good at stick figures!  What happy times we shared 
together!

We, humans were meant to be “in communion” and long for 
belonging and connectedness.  This is a wonderful way to share with 
others who are like yourselves or get to know new friends better.  
We didn’t have to pay a baby sitter, we got to spend time with other 
adults and all of us, parents and children had a great time.  Today 
our son and his wife get together with their friends and have game 
night; where each family brings a board game and they spend the 
evening in laughter and friendship as they play games.  So simple 
and so wonderful.

Here is something warm and simple that can be made for your 
game night dinner, or as in our family, a delicious addition to our 
Thanksgiving feast.

YUMMY YAMS

Layer 1
3-4 lb. garnet yams or sweet potatoes baked than mashed
2 Tbsp butter
2 Tbsp brown sugar
Mix together and spread into a greased 3 qt. casserole dish  
or 9 x 13 baking pan

Layer 2
8 oz. cream cheese at room temperature
2 Tbsp sour cream
Blend together and then spread on top of yams

Layer 3
Brown on top of stove:
2 Tbsp sugar
½ cup crushed graham crackers (about 4 whole crackers)
2 Tbsp butter
When lightly browned, sprinkle on top of cream cheese layer.

Garnish with pecan halves
Of course, my artistic talent is making fun patterns with the nuts.  It’s 
a pattern, it doesn’t have to look like anything!

Bake at 350° F for 30 minutes.  Enjoy!

May you all be richly blessed this Thanksgiving.  From our family 
to yours, may your homes be filled with love, laughter, good friends 
and good food.

Pax Christi, 
Carlin and  
Deacon Dave Gould
Co-Directors of the Marriage  
& Family Life Office

So Simple and So Wonderful
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My Dear People of God:

Pope Francis has invited the whole Church to join with him in a 
process of listening and discerning for the purpose of determining 
how best to spread the Good News to our culture, that is, to 
evangelize.

On October 24, I announced our own Diocesan engagement in this 
consultation process. While everyone is free to respond individually 
or even as small “base communities” to the fundamental question 
which stands at the heart of this process, I also want to make broader 
listening and discerning opportunities available to various regions 
of the Diocese. In consultation with my Synod Team, it has been 
determined that five geographic locations: 

•  SANTA ROSA, CATHEDRAL  
Monday, November 29 - 6:30 PM

•  LAKEPORT, SAINT MARY IMMACULATE 
Wednesday, December 1 - 6:30 PM

•  NAPA, SAINT APOLLINARIS 
Thursday, December 2 - 6:30 PM

•  EUREKA, (ARCATA, ST. MARY) 
Sunday, December 5 - 6:30 PM

•  FORT BRAGG, OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSE 
Monday, December 6 - 6:30 PM 

In the material provided by the Holy See we find this Fundamental 
Question: A synodal Church, in announcing the Gospel, “journeys 
together”. How is this “journeying together” happening today in your 
particular Church?

The question is challenging for any rural Diocese which covers 
thousands of square miles and in which parishes are 200 or 300 miles 
distant. Thus, the question for our Diocese might be focused on the 
local parish more than on the “particular Church” which refers to the 
Diocese as a whole.

At this time, I invite you to begin to reflect and to pray about the 
various ways in which the Diocesan or Parish Church invites you 
to participate in the life and ministry of the Church. I invite you to 
consider the catechetical programs in your parishes and the Diocesan 
engagement with this ministry. Consider the RCIA Programs which 
each Parish sponsors and for which the Diocese provides guidance. I 
invite you to review the Diocesan Statutes regarding Parish Pastoral 
Councils and Parish Finance Councils. I invite you to consider your 
Sunday liturgies and the engagement of Readers, Acolytes, and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. All of these entail an 
offering of self to the service of God and His Church. All of these are 
manifestations of our “journeying together”.

We acknowledge these and commend you for all of this. Now, 
however, we come to you and ask: What are some other ways in 
which we, as a particular or local Church, can “journey together” 
more effectively and more fruitfully?

Asking every good grace and blessing of God upon you, I am,                                                                                                      
                                                                                       
Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus,

          

The Most Reverend Robert F. Vasa,
Bishop of Santa Rosa
The Prayer of the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus

The Prayer of the Synod: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal 
life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the 
communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.

Attributed to St. Isidore of Seville (560-636), it has been 
traditionally used at Councils and Synods.  

This prayer is recommended to you in preparation for the consultation 
process and will be sued at the beginning of each Synodal gathering.

More information and response opportunities can be found at 
the Diocesan Synod web page: www.Srdiocese.org/synod
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A LONG-AWAITED OPPORTUNITY 
TO BRING HOPE

As fellow travelers on the walk of life, we at Catholic Charities are guided by Matthew 25 where it reads, 

“Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick 
or in prison, and did not help you?” He will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.”
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We see the face of Christ in all who are experiencing poverty. 
Throughout the course of the pandemic and long before, 
parents in Northern California face difficult choices every 
day as they struggle to provide for their children. Unhoused 
families must endure a barrage of challenges as they seek a 
safe place to call home. 
Representing the social service arm of the Catholic Church, 
Catholic Charities relies on the support of churches, faith 
groups, and the entire community to minister to those 
seeking to find or keep their home. We are the leaders in 
serving people experiencing poverty in Northern California. 

Today, Catholic Charities is on an exciting journey to 
expand and improve the way we serve homeless families by 
developing Caritas Village. Caritas, which roughly translates 
to “Love for All” in Latin, will provide a brand-new family 
shelter, childcare program, medical recuperation shelter and 
onsite clinic, and homeless drop-in center. 

One way the community has supported this project is by 
donating to name a room in the new Caritas family shelter.  

We extend a warm thank you to the 
following parishes and congregations who 
have sponsored a family room in Caritas 
Center

THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. EUGENE 

ST. SERAPHIM OF SAROV ORTHODOX CHURCH 

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 

STAR OF THE VALLEY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SANTA ROSA

Caritas Center will be a long-awaited improvement from the 
current Family Support Center facility, and room sponsors 
can rest assured their gift will help create a safe place where 
families can recharge after a grueling day working, learning, 
and searching for a home. 

We invite your parish to partner with Catholic Charities as a 
Room Sponsor so we can continue to embrace the hungry, 
the thirsty, and the strangers among us longing for home. 
Thank you. 
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“FAMILY SUPPORT NETWORK”
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS / FAMILY & MARRIAGE LIFE / RELIGIOUS EDUCATION / YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICES

WE ARE PROVIDING FOUR FREE  
ONLINE INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS

Workshops available for small or large groups, as well as 
individuals at home.  A practical support for Parental Holiness.

• EASY WEB ACCESS • AMAZING THEOLOGICAL INSIGHT 
• PERSONAL – CONNECTED – PRACTICAL

Discover this head turning opportunity to grow in HOLINESS and LEAD your family…

dsryouth@srdiocese.org | Steve Morris

www.srfaithfamily.org
Partnership Between:

FRANCISCAN CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE & SANTA ROSA DIOCESE
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SAINTS for NOVEMBER
Coloring Page
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November 01: All Saints Day
November 02: All Souls Day
November 03: St. Martin De Porres
November 04: St. Charles Borromeo
November 05: St. Bertilla
November 06: St. Theophane Venard
November 07: St. Willibrord
November 08: St. Godfrey
November 09: St. Theodore Tiro
November 10: St. Leo the Great
November 11: St. Martin of Tours

November 12: St. Josaphat
November 13: St. Frances Zavier Cabrini
November 14: St. Lawrence O’Toole
November 15: St. Albert the Great
November 16: St. Margaret of Scotland
November 17: St. Elizabeth of Hungary
November 18: St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
November 19: St. Nerses
November 20: St. Edmund
November 21: Presentation of Mary
November 22: St. Cecilia

November 23: St. Columban
November 24:  St. Andrew Dung-Lac and 

Companions
November 25: St. Catherine of Alexandria
November 26: St. John Berchmans
November 27: St. James Intercisus
November 28: St. Catherine Laboure
November 29:  Blessed Francis Anthony of 

Lucera
November 30: St. Andrew

ST. CHARLES 
BORROMEO

Discover this head turning opportunity to grow in HOLINESS and LEAD your family…

dsryouth@srdiocese.org | Steve Morris

www.srfaithfamily.org
Partnership Between:

FRANCISCAN CATECHETICAL INSTITUTE & SANTA ROSA DIOCESE
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St. Joseph Hospital
Redwood Memorial Hospital

Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital
Queen of the Valley Medical Center

Support your local Catholic hospital 
through a Charitable Gift Annuity and 
put cash in your pocket!

• Attractive fixed rates. i.e. 6.5% for an 80 year old
• Large portion of annuity is tax-free
• Significant tax deduction
• Easy to set up

For more information and a confidential quote contact:
St. Joseph Hospital, Eureka / Redwood Memorial Hospital, Fortuna 
 Heather Setton, 707.269.4275 or heather.setton@stjoe.org

Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital 
 Liz Tunney Williams, 707.547.4692 or liz.williams@stjoe.org

Queen of the Valley Medical Center, Napa 
 Damon Tinnon, CSPG, 707.257.4144 or damon.tinnon@providence.org

Reminder: If you are 70 ½ or older, you can donate up to $100,000 annually  
from your IRA. The gift(s) counts towards your Required Minimum Distribution 
and will not be included in your income. This is a very tax-savvy way to give.

PRIESTLY 
ORDINATION 

ANNIVERSARIES
NOVEMBER

Rev. Angelitoes
Rev. Rowell Gumalay 
Rev. Chinh Nguyen

   Thank You
The Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa  

extend thanks for 
your prayers and support  

May God bless you,  
and Mary keep you!  
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SPECIAL RATES

AVAILABLE
Where are you casting your net?

40,000
HOMES 
DISTRIBUTION*

96%
OF HOUSEHOLDS 
HAVE A READER*

Faith and business go hand in hand, 
only in business it’s called risk.

CONTACT US FOR PRICING / OFFERS  Patty Brooks (714) 323-9972 e: advertising@srdiocese.org

* Publishers Information Service

Full Page No Bleed ............7.75in. x 10in.
Full Page Bleed ..................8.5in. x 10.75in.
Half Page horizontal. .........7.75in. x 4.75in.
Quarter Page vertical ........3.75in. x 4.75in.
Eighth Page horizontal .....3.75in. x 2.25in.

The North Coast Catholic provides a quality, informative 
publication to 40,000 homes throughout the diocese 
of Santa Rosa comprising of Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, 
Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma counties. 

Placement on the NEW Diocesan website 
included in all packages!
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PADRE PIO: Stories and Memories of My Mentor and Friend
Fr. Gabriele Amorth

This colorful  memoir offers a rare, up-close glimpse of St. Pio of Pietrelcna, the 
beloved Italian monk blessed with many extraordinary spiritual gifts. Fr. Amorth, the 

renowned exorcist of Rome, had a close friendship with the holy, quirky Padre Pio, whom 
he considered his spiritual father. Adding his own personal experiences to a foundation 
of biographical research, Amorth gives an entertaining and illuminating account of one 
of the best-known saints of the 20th century. Besides Padre Pio’s miracle-filled priesthood, 
Amorth reveals his Italian gift for mimicry, humor, and storytelling.      
PPP . . . Sewn Softcover, $16.95

"A powerful and personal testimony. You will be inspired and amazed by the extraordinary story 
of the St. Francis of our times."   — Fr. Dwight Longenecker, Author, Immortal Combat

"None of the books on Padre Pio have the personal touch of a longtime friend like this. 
Fr. Amorth pulls the curtain aside and Padre Pio comes alive for us in a new way!"
— Steve Ray, Author, Upon � is Rock

JEROME LEJEUNE: A Man of Science and Conscience
Aude Dugast

A pioneer of modern genetics, Lejeune discovered the chromosomal defect that causes Down 
syndrome, which brought him wide acclaim. But more important to this doctor, dazzled by 

the beauty of every human life, was improving the care of his patients with this abnormality. 
He strongly advocated for their dignity, and suffered many attacks on his reputation. � is 
de� nitive biography, written by the postulator of his cause for sainthood, reveals the true and 
untold portrait of a brilliant scientist, devout Catholic, devoted family man, and ardent 
defender of the most vulnerable.       JLP . . .  Sewn So� cover, $19.95

“Captures the spirit of Lejeune, whose life embraced the paradoxes of the saints. 
� is highly engaging story is � lled with inspiration about a modern Man for All Seasons."
— Robert Spitzer, S.J., Author, Healing the Culture

"A beautifully written ‘pro� le in courage' that captures Lejeune's dedication to science and medicine 
along with his even greater devotion to children with Down syndrome.” 
— Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Kansas City

JESUIT AT LARGE: Essays and Reviews by Paul Mankowski, S.J.
Edited by George Weigel

Father Mankowski was one of the most brilliant and scintillating Catholic writers of 
our time. His essays and reviews display a unique wit, a singular breadth of learning, and a 

penetrating insight into the challenges of Catholic life in the postmodern world. Exploring 
a wide range of important topics on faith, culture, and academia, Mankowski's keen intel-
ligence is always on display. His intense Catholic faith shines through his writing as you 
meet a man of great gifts who suffered for his strong convictions and his deep love for 
Christ and the Church.      JLERP . . .  Sewn Softcover, $17.95

"Fr. Mankowski was a priest with the soul of a boxer and a boxer with the soul of a priest. 
His irreducible brilliance and � erce � delity grace every page of this book. Read it, give it, be
transformed by it."    — Mary Eberstadt, Author, Adam and Eve after the Pill

www.ignatius.com

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 (800) 651-1531

MODERN HEROES
OF FAITH, WIT & INTELLIGENCE
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