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I take this opportunity  
to wish all of you and your families  
a most blessed, safe and God centered 
celebration of our Savior’s Birth  

+Robert F. Vasa
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nterestingly enough, Bishop John 
England, in 1840, argued against 

imposing any further burden on those who 
owned slaves, because, according to him, 
the Pope did not condemn ‘ownership’ but 
only trafficking. Author Joel Panzer in The 
Popes and Slavery notes that clerics like 
Bishop England did everything they could to 
disassociate Catholics from the abolitionists, 
whom they considered “fanatics.” How he 
could interpret the words of Pope Gregory XVI 
as not really condemning slave ownership is a 
mystery. (Quote: “We, by apostolic authority, 
warn and strongly exhort in the Lord faithful 
Christians of every condition that no one in 
the future dare to bother unjustly, despoil of 
their possessions, or reduce to slavery Indians, 
Blacks or other such peoples.” Pope Gregory 
XVI, In Supremo Apostolatus, 1839, emphasis 
supplied). It is reasonable to conclude that 
it is impossible to ‘own’ a slave, without 
at the same time reducing that person to 
slavery. Perhaps arguments were made that 
the addition of the word ‘unjustly’ implied 
that, in certain circumstances, it might have 
been possible to ‘justly’ ‘bother, despoil of 
their possessions or reduce to slavery’ certain 
peoples. Perhaps one could argue 
that ‘reducing’ to slavery 
implied changing a human 
being’s status from ‘free’ to 
‘slave’, and therefore those 
who were already slaves were 
not, by the fact of ownership, 
or even ‘sale’, ‘reduced’ to 
slavery. Any such hairsplitting 
semantics seem designed to 
hide the ugly truth - the Bishops 
of America did not want to 
engage in the, then unpopular, 
fight for human dignity - over 
slavery. No follower of Christ ever 
desires to engage in any form of 
conflict and yet there are times 
when such conflict is unavoidable.

Was slavery viewed as one small 
portion of the “seamless garment” of social 
infrastructure? Or, was it viewed as just one 
among many other important ‘social issues’ 
of the day? Supposedly, the Bishops were 
reluctant to condemn those who supported 
slavery because they recognized that these 
same people also supported a number of 
social elements which were promotive of 
some elements of the ‘common good’ and 
so should not be judged too harshly for 
their benighted support of slavery. After all, 
many people had come to rely on slavery as 
essential to their way of life and the whole of 
the social network of America was predicated 
on the continuation of slavery. Thus, it 
could be argued, while many in the 1840 
society strongly supported and advocated 
for slavery, they should not be judged too 
severely because of the other beneficial social 
programs which they sponsored and for which 
they advocated. All the while, slaves continued 
to be slaves. It would appear that slavery had 
not been deemed a preeminent issue.

Holy Father, Gregory XVI, introduces a 

phrase suitably applicable then as well as 
today: ‘Practices absolutely unworthy of the 
Christian name’. “We reprove, then, by virtue 
of Our Apostolic Authority, all the practices 
abovementioned (a list of slavery related 
behaviors) as absolutely unworthy of the 
Christian name. By the same Authority We 
prohibit and strictly forbid any Ecclesiastic 
or lay person from presuming to defend 
as permissible this trade in Blacks under 
no matter what pretext or excuse, or from 
publishing or teaching in any manner 
whatsoever, in public or privately, opinions 
contrary to what We have set forth in these 
Apostolic Letters.” Pope Gregory XVI, In 
Supremo Apostolatus, 1839.

Most tellingly, Bishop England recognized 
the strong language of the Papal Bull and 
would opine: “if this document (I add: 
actually) condemned our domestic slavery 
as an unlawful and consequently immoral 
practice, the bishops could not have accepted 
it without being bound to refuse the 
sacraments to all who were slave holders 
unless they manumitted (liberated) their 
slaves.” (Emphasis added) 

In this, Bishop England was correct, if 
an action is condemned by the 

Holy See as unlawful and 
immoral, especially when 
condemned in such strong 
language or identified as a 
preeminent issue, then those 
bishops who accept this 
teaching would be “bound to 

refuse sacraments to all who 
…”, unless they repented.

Pray for me as I promise to 
pray for you. -

Bishop Robert F. Vasa
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PRACTICES ABSOLUTELY UNWORTHY  
OF THE CHRISTIAN NAME

PART II

FROM the BISHOP

I
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ave you ever looked for a new pair of boots online, and 
afterward began to see advertisements for boots of all 

kinds on the web pages you visited. The other day I was telling my 
wife how my aunt really loved the pickled beets my mother had 
made for her once. Later that day as I was using my computer, I 
saw three advertisements on the web for (you guessed it) pickled 
beets. I didn’t search for them; I was JUST TALKING about them. The 
microphone on my computer picked up our conversation, fed the 
data from our conversation into “an algorithm” to see if there were 
any actionable words spoken, then sent the list of words to some of 
the countless data and advertising companies online, along with my 
computer’s location and the fact that I am a prospective pickled beet 
consumer, and faster than you can say “beet” there it was.

Did you know you can order a six pack of Paisley Farm Pickled 
Beets from Amazon for just over $48.00?

All our Google searches, Skype calls, Facebook posts or email 
messages are tracked online. Once we touch our favorite piece 
of ‘connected’ technology we are followed and spied on. Our 
information is automatically gathered by scammers, spammers, and 
others.

Hackers can use techniques like phishing to scam you and steal 
your data. But there’s also internet service providers, which, in the 
US, are allowed to monitor your internet activity and use it as a 
revenue stream. They collect anonymous browsing logs from users 
and sell that “data” to marketers, which use it to develop hyper-
targeted online ads.

Your internet activity can also be tracked by cookies - small bits 
of text that are downloaded and stored by your web browser. These 

are used by most websites and services to log a user’s online habits, 
which, again, is data that is then used to tailor ads. It’s also used to 
improve your internet experience as a whole. Even mobile apps and 
browser extensions can track your activity. Your data is the new gold, 
and they want it.

If you are like me, you have long ago acknowledged this fact of 
life in the 21st century and gone about your work knowing that all 
your online activity is being watched in one way or the other. I have 
found it to be a very good way to examine my conscience. If I am 
concerned about my computer activity, how much more should I be 
concerned about the scrutiny of the One who sees all my thoughts? 
I will give account to Almighty God not only for every keystroke, but 
for every thought and action of my mind. As the prayer says: “In my 
thoughts and in my words.”

Thank God Christmas joy consists of the fact that we can 
approach the manger of Jesus Christ without any fear of rejection or 
judgement.

Let us with gratitude-filled and contrite hearts approach with 
boldness and wonder the infant Jesus this Christmas season 
through the very real Sacraments of the Church. Unlike even the 
most realistic experiences we may encounter in the ‘metaverse’ the 
definitive thoughts of our minds are the only real thing involved, 
especially if they cross over into moral assent. We are given a 
powerful gift in our mind, and in our words and actions. Let us 
meditate on Peace, live peace, pray for peace, and approach the 
humble Holy Family of Bethlehem to bask in their peace.

H

By Chris Lyford
Editor, North Coast Catholic

From the Editor

Feed the 
Right  

Algorithm
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uring a time of Christmas 
shopping, holiday parties, and 

family gatherings, it can be hard to find the 
time to prepare properly for this faith-filled 
season. However, the Catholic Church has 
a rich history of traditions to help keep our 
minds focused on the true meaning of the 
season.

In an interview with EWTN News In 
Depth, Father Patrick Mary Briscoe, O.P., host 
of the Godsplaining podcast, discussed the 
history of Advent and how it began in the 
fourth century. 

“It was originally a kind of time of 
preparation for people that were preparing 
for baptism,” he said. “The feast of the 
epiphany was a great day in the old 
calendar, it used to be alighted with the 
feast of the baptism of the Lord.”

Since it was a time of preparation for 
those soon-to-be baptized, Fr. Patrick pointed 
out that “It had more of a feel of Lent to it.” 

“There was a kind of rigor again, looking 
forward to the coming mysteries that were 
celebrated by the sacraments,” he said.

Jumping forward to the present day, 
the meaning of Advent is different. It now 
focuses on the birth of Jesus, and families 
place an Advent wreath in their home. The 
Catholic Church also uses different colors to 
represent the season. 

“That deep purple that you see in 
Advent, that very rich color, is the color 
of repentance,” Fr. Patrick explained. 
“It reminds us of the sober and somber 
character of the season and tells us that we 
should be preparing not just our homes, not 
just our surroundings, but our souls.” 

The Advent season is not one entirely 
characterized by somberness, however. 
Gaudete Sunday represents the midway 
point of the Advent season and is a Sunday 
of rejoicing. On Gaudete Sunday, which is 
the third Sunday of Advent, a rose colored 
candle is illuminated.  

“Christmas and the Advent season, I 
think, are so different from Lent principally 
because they have this note of hope,” Fr. 
Patrick said. “Advent is a season ultimately 
of light and we see that in the candles of the 
Advent wreath.”

While many think primarily of the 
outward signs of Advent, this time of year is 
deeply rooted in the inward preparation we 
are called to as we draw closer to the birth 
of Jesus. 

During the interview, Fr. Patrick recalled 
a homily given by Saint Bernard Clairvaux, 
which is read by the Church in the liturgy of 
the hours. In the homily, the saint describes 
three comings of Christ. 

“Christ came once as a child in 
Bethlehem, and the Lord Jesus is going to 
come again to judge the living and the dead, 
so this is the second principle meaning of 
Advent,” he said. “But, the third coming 
of Christ is that Christ is coming into our 
hearts.”

“The spirit of Advent, then, is to be ready 
each Christmas to receive Christ in my life, 
in the here and now, in a new and deeper 
way,” he said.

THE MEANINGS & TRADITIONS 
of 

ADVENT 
Denver Newsroom, Nov 29 (CNA) 

Advent is a time of preparation. We prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ,  
and welcome his presence into our lives.

D
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Happy Advent and Merry Christmas dear family:

We hope you are all making a list and checking it twice to 
make sure you have prepared yourselves well for the birth of Jesus 
at Christmas. This year, on December 26th, the universal church 
(that means all of us around the world) will celebrate the Feast 
of the Holy Family.  But let’s back up a bit.  What makes them a 
Holy Family, why do we celebrate it, and how can we become holy 
families ourselves?

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are the Holy Family.  Not only was Mary 
chosen by God to become the mother of Jesus, the second person of 
God, but He also chose Joseph to be her husband and earthly father 
in helping to raise the child Jesus and to protect them both.

Joseph and Mary made a commitment to each other through 
their betrothal vows. They were in love and everything was fine 
until “When …..Mary was betrothed, but before they lived together 
she was found with child by the Holy Spirit” (Matt 1:18).  Although 
Mary said “yes” to God’s plan for her, it seems that Joseph was 
thinking “this is not what is supposed to happen” as we read in 
scripture: “Joseph, her husband, because he was a righteous man, 
…….decided to divorce her quietly” (Matt 1:19)  

So Mary and Joseph were both faced with a challenge early in 
their marital relationship.  Joseph, for his part, didn’t want to, but 
he was willing to walk away from their marriage: “Such was his 
intention, … when an angel appeared in a dream saying ‘do not be 
afraid to take Mary your wife into your home….’ ” (Matt1:20).  So 
Mary and Joseph made another commitment to their marriage. 

Not all of us have angels that appear in our dreams to tell us 
what to do when we are faced with trials in our marriages.  But we 
can recall our vows to each other and our wedding day commitment 
to love and honor each other which includes working through 
difficulties.  And as many married couples have experienced, working 
through those difficulties can bring us closer together.

Mary and Joseph had a very sacrificial marriage.  They both 
gave themselves entirely to each other in parenting Jesus.  In His 
humanity, Jesus had to learn just like our own children and His 
parents were the perfect example for us to follow.

Unlike the Holy Family, some families encounter very severe 
relationship problems.  That is when the spouses have to be 
“committed to their commitment.” Circumstances and people 
change over time and sometimes we need the help of professionals, 
confessionals, and time to heal the wounds within our families. We 
can look to the Holy Family on how to strengthen communication 
between family members, pray to God for guidance and help, to our 
Guardian Angel to protect us, and the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom. 

This is why the Holy Family is holy: they perfectly 
followed the will of God.  They are the example toward 
which we should strive.  This is why the Church in her 
wisdom has given us a feast day, the Feast of the Holy 
Family, to remember this most blessed family to remind 
us of what we can become when we follow God’s call in 
our vocation of marriage and family.

In 1986, Saint Pope John Paul II said,  “As the family goes, so 
goes the nation, and so goes the whole world in which we live.” 
This Advent and Christmas season is the perfect time to re-commit 
yourself to your family members and to your family as a whole, 
striving to model the Holy Family in your love for each other. And a 
good way to do that is to be a witness in welcoming Christ into your 
heart and living His kingdom here on earth.  You are worth it, your 
family is worth it, and your community is waiting for the benefits of 
having strong faithful families.

Blessings to you all during this glorious and joyful season!

Pax Christi, 
Carlin and  
Deacon Dave Gould
Co-Directors of the Marriage  
& Family Life Office

 

“As the family goes, so goes the nation, and 
so goes the whole world in which we live.”  

Saint Pope John Paul II

Is yours a  
HOLY FAMILY?
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n Christmas Eve, Pope Francis said 
that the poverty of Christ’s birth 

in a stable contains an important lesson for 
today.

“That manger, poor in everything yet rich 
in love, teaches that true nourishment in life 
comes from letting ourselves be loved by 
God and loving others in turn,” Pope Francis 
said Dec. 24.

“God always loves us with a greater 
love than we have for ourselves. ... Only the 
love of Jesus can transform our lives, heal 
our deepest hurts and set us free from the 
vicious circles of disappointment, anger and 
constant complaint,” the pope said in St. 
Peter’s Basilica.

In his Christmas homily, the pope posed 
a question: Why was the Son of God born in 
the poverty of a stable?

“In the lowly manger of a darkened 
stable, the Son of God was truly present,” 
he said. “Why was he born at night without 
decent accommodation, in poverty and 
rejection, when he deserved to be born 
as the greatest of kings in the finest of 
palaces?”

“Why? To make us understand the 
immensity of his love for our human 
condition: even touching the depths of our 
poverty with his concrete love. The Son of 
God was born an outcast, in order to tell us 
that every outcast is a child of God,” Pope 
Francis said.

“He came into the world as each child 
comes into the world, weak and vulnerable, 
so that we can learn to accept our 
weaknesses with tender love.”

The pope said that God “placed our 
salvation in a manger” and is therefore 
unafraid of poverty, adding, “God loves to 
work wonders through our poverty.”

“Dear sister, dear brother, never be 
discouraged. Are you tempted to feel you 
were a mistake? God tells you, ‘No, you are 
my child.’ Do you have a feeling of failure 
or inadequacy, the fear that you will never 
emerge from the dark tunnel of trial? God 
says to you, ‘Have courage, I am with you,’” 
he said.

“The angel proclaims to the shepherds: 
‘This will be a sign for you: a baby lying in a  
manger.’ That sign, the Child in the manger, 
is also a sign for us, to guide us through 
life,” the pope said.

“God came among us in poverty and 
need, to tell us that in serving the poor, we 
will show our love for him,” he said.

Pope Francis then quoted the poet Emily 
Dickinson, who wrote: “God’s residence is 
next to mine, his furniture is love.”

At the end of his homily, the pope 
prayed: “Jesus, you are the Child who makes 
me a child. You love me as I am, I know, 
not as I imagine myself to be. In embracing 
you, the Child of the manger, I once more 
embrace my life. In welcoming You, the 
Bread of life, I too desire to give my life.”

“You, my Savior, teach me to serve. You 
who did not leave me alone, help me to 
comfort your brothers and sisters, for, You 
know, from this night forward, all are my 
brothers and sisters.”

POPE  
FRANCIS 

on
CHRISTMAS 

EVE: 
“God Loves to Work 
Wonders Through 

Our Poverty.”
By Courtney Mares
Vatican City, Dec 24, 2020

O

Is yours a  
HOLY FAMILY?
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EUCHARISTIC 
REVIVAL IS KEY  

TO CHURCH’S 
FUTURE,  

SAYS USCCB 
PRESIDENT
Catholic News Service

Oct 08
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he U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ planned multiyear 

eucharistic revival project will help the 
church address several of the challenges 
facing it, Los Angeles Archbishop José H. 
Gomez said in an Oct. 5 address to the 
Diocesan Fiscal Management Conference’s 
annual meeting.

“We’re all coming to the realization 
it’s all about Jesus Christ,” Archbishop 
Gomez, president of the USCCB, said in his 
livestreamed address to the meeting, held 
Oct. 3-6 at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and 
Convention Center in Nashville.

About 500 people, including finance 
personnel from dioceses across the United 
States and several other countries, attended 
the meeting, which was held in person after 
the 2020 meeting was virtual.

The Diocesan Fiscal Management 
Conference is an integrated auxiliary 
organization of the USCCB.

Archbishop Gomez noted that surveys in 
recent years have shown a growing number 
of U.S. Catholics who do not believe in the 
real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, 
which is among the most important 
teachings of the Catholic faith.

Other troubling trends include declining 
Mass attendance, fewer baptisms, marriages, 
first Communions and confirmations, 
Archbishop Gomez said.

To counter all these trends, he said, “the 
bishops are centering everything on the 
reality of the Eucharist.”

The USCCB is developing a new 
document on the Eucharist that will serve 
as a foundation for a national eucharistic 
revival to reignite among the faithful a great 
love and understanding of the Eucharist, 
Archbishop Gomez said.

The three-year revival, he explained, 
will begin in July 2022, focusing on best 
practices for parish-based renewal first at 
the parish level, then the diocesan level, 
and finally at the national level in 2024, 
culminating with a National Eucharistic 
Congress.

“We need to center the life of the parish 
on the Eucharist,” Archbishop Gomez said.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
laity were not able to participate in parish 
life, and the many changes brought on by 
the pandemic have left people feeling they 
have no control over their lives, Archbishop 
Gomez said.

The eucharistic revival will provide an 
opportunity for the church to invite people 
to reconnect with their parish, he said. 
“It’s providential we can think of a new 
beginning.”

Many dioceses, parishes, and church 
entities are slowly recovering from the 
pandemic, said Susan Clifton, chief financial 
officer of the Diocese of Fairbanks, Alaska, 
and president of the Diocesan Fiscal 
Management Conference.

The pandemic has made the recruitment 
of staff more difficult, a trend seen in many 
sectors, Clifton said, as well as complicating 
the return to in-person teaching in schools.

People inside and outside the church 
are still dealing with the sense of isolation 
caused by the pandemic, she added.

“All dioceses, large, small and medium, 
we all face the same problems,” Clifton said. 
The conference allows members to share 
ideas to address common challenges, she 
said, as well promoting the spiritual growth 
and ministry of diocesan finance officers.

The meeting program featured 
presentations on a variety of issues facing 
diocesan finance officials, including: the 
future of technology and its impact on 
the church; electronic giving for parishes 
and dioceses; Catholic social teaching and 
financial decision-making; and creating 
independent foundations to support Catholic 
schools.

Brian Cooper, chancellor and chief 
operating officer of the Diocese of Nashville, 
gave a talk about the diocesan staff’s 
strategic and financial planning processes

The question facing dioceses, Cooper 
said, is how to apply a business mindset 
to advance the diocese’s mission of 
evangelization and care for the most 
vulnerable.

The answer, he said, is to create a 
ministry and staff management approach 

that optimizes resources and achieves 
the mission, with transparency and 
accountability.

The keys to a successful ministry 
plan, Cooper said, are: challenging and 
measurable annual goals and objectives; 
individual goals based on department/
ministry objectives; monthly performance 
management, tracking and review; and an 
integrated annual performance review and 
merit process.

The important cultural attributes that 
lead to success are focus, teamwork and 
communication, Cooper said. “These 
attributes are always present in any 
successful organization.”

Using the process has led to several 
successes in the Diocese of Nashville, 
Cooper noted, citing: an 11.7% increase in 
Catholic school enrollment in the last three 
years compared to an 8.4% decrease over 
the previous five years; a 19% increase in 
average weekly parish collections; a 38% 
increase in the per capita average in the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal for Ministries; and a 
56% jump in the number of seminarians and 
deacon candidates in formation.

“The Lord’s given us the grace to 
succeed and the Holy Spirit to walk with us,” 
Cooper said. “But we must choose to take 
those first steps.”

John Matthew Knowles, executive 
director of the Diocesan Fiscal Management 
Conference, said it was good to return to 
a traditional, in-person meeting after last 
year’s virtual event.

“We had a decision to make earlier 
this year as to how we would handle the 
conference,” Knowles told the Tennessee 
Register, Nashville’s diocesan newspaper. 
“We made a decision this was going to be a 
traditional conference. As a result, we have a 
much more robust conference.”

Meeting in person allows members 
to “build professional and personal 
relationships that will last a lifetime,” 
Knowles said.

“By most measures,” he added, “this 
is as successful a conference as we’ve ever 
done.”

T
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Thanksgiving has come and gone, and if you are anything like 
me, you have started making mental notes of all the things that 
need to get done. From hanging up decorations to picking out the 
perfect gifts and everything in between. And while I am guilty of this 
craziness every year. This year, I have challenged myself to step back 
and enjoy the richness of the Advent Season. What better gifts than 
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace?

We live in a world that fills us with doubts and uncertainties. 
Where our insecurities and fears take the best of us during this 
Advent, let’s leave our worries, doubts, and insecurities behind and 
fully embrace the Hope of a brighter tomorrow. Let us wake up every 
morning and give thanks for the many blessings. Let’s open our heart 
and Soul to the Love that God wants to pour upon us and share that 
love with others in return. Celebrate the joy and excitement as his 
arrival nears. And rejoice in the peace that he brings.

This Advent, let’s not get caught up in the craziness of the 
season, but rather let’s be present for each other. Reach out to family 
and friends and let them know we care. Take some time to spend 
with the children and teens in your life. Teach them about family 
traditions, share stories and let them know they matter. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Fatima Jimenez
Victims Assistance Coordinator 
for the Diocese of Santa Rosa

What Better Gift?

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY 2022 
SAVE THE DATE!
Bishop Vasa has announced that the 

3RD ANNUAL DIOCESE OF SANTA ROSA  

CELEBRATE MARRIAGE MASS 
will be held on Sunday, February 13th at 10:30 AM  
at the Cathedral of St. Eugenes in Santa Rosa

All married couples within the Diocese are invited to attend, 
especially those celebrating “milestone” anniversaries  
(e.g., 5, 10, 20, 25, etc). 
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Every year, the Walk for Life West Coast invites speakers to 
inform and inspire us as we stand up for the lives of unborn 
children and their families. Below is a short bio for the 
speakers we have lined up this year:

LILA ROSE
Lila Rose is a writer, speaker and activist. Lila founded and serves 
as president of Live Action, a human rights nonprofit with the 
largest digital footprint for the global pro-life movement.
Lila’s investigative reporting on the abortion industry has been 
featured in most major news outlets.
Lila speaks internationally on family and cultural issues, and has 
addressed members of the European Parliament and spoken at 
the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women. She 
has been named among National Journal’s “25 Most Influential 
Washington Women Under 35,” and Christianity Today’s “33 under 
Thirty-Three.”
Lila is the author of Fighting for Life: Becoming a Force for Change 
in a Wounded World. She is the host of “The Lila Rose Show,” a 
podcast that tackles relationships, faith, culture, and politics.
A native of the San Francisco Bay Area, Lila lives in California with 
her husband and son.
 
CHRISTI HOCKEL DAVENPORT
Christi Hockel Davenport witnesses clearly that people who have 
Down syndrome enjoy full and meaningful lives, and ought not be 
considered disposable by society. Her joy in life is unmistakable, 
even as she grieves the loss of her husband, who passed away 
suddenly in May. Christi is a Fellow of the Townsend Institute of 
Irvine’s Concordia University, and nationally known speaker on her 
unique life as a married woman who has Down syndrome.
Christi grew up in northern California, the youngest child in a large 
Catholic family of pro-life activists. She has a high school diploma 
and was a junior college level drama class teaching assistant.  She 
is a valued  teachers’ aide at a Catholic school in Dallas and plans 
to continue honing her performance skills in the Dallas’ Spotlight 
theater troupe where she has been acting for ten years. 
 
REV. CLENARD CHILDRESS
The Rev. Clenard Howard Childress, Jr., has spoken at almost every 
Walk West for Life Coast since its founding. A life- long resident of 
Montclair, New Jersey, he joined the New Calvary Baptist Church 
in September of 1974 under the pastorate of Dr. Shellie Sampson. 
He was ordained in 1988 by the North Jersey Shiloh Association 
and installed as Senior Pastor of New Calvary in April of 1989. 
The Reverend Childress is a tireless advocate for the Right to 
Life for all American, with a special emphasis on eliminating the 
scourge of abortion from the African-American community. He 
is one of the most respected leaders in the pro-life movement. 
His accomplishments and awards are too many to list here, but 
include his 1999 appointment as President of the Life Education 
And Resource Network (L.E.A.R.N) in Northeast Region; and the 
founder of BlackGenocide.org. Rev. Childress was extensively 
profiled in PBS’s Frontline documentary “Anti-Abortion Crusaders 
inside the African American Abortion Battle.”

WALK 
FOR LIFE  
\\WEST COAST  
Join fellow Catholics and Pro‐Lifers 
from all over California and beyond 
as we stand up for the littlest among 
us at the 18th Annual Walk for Life 
West Coast in San Francisco on 
January 22, 2022. There will be Mass 
at 9:30 am celebrated by Archbishop 
Salvatore Cordileone at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral. The rally begins at 12:30 
pm in San Francisco’s Civic Center 
Plaza, and the Walk, down the city’s 
Market Street, begins at 1:30 pm. For 
more information about the Walk, 
visit www.walkforlifewc.com or call 
415‐658‐1793.

CAMINATA POR LA VIDA DE 
LA COSTA OESTE 2012:  
Caminata por la Vida de la Costa Oeste 
2018: Únase a compañeros Católicos y Pro-
Vida de toda California y más allá, mientras 
luchamos en nombre de los más pequeños 
entre nosotros en la 18º Caminata por la 
Vida de la Costa Oeste en San Francisco, el 
22 de enero del 2022. Habrá Misa a las 9:30 
am celebrada por el Arzobispo Salvatore 
Cordileone en la Catedral de Santa María. 
La manifestación comienza a las 12:30 pm 
en la Plaza del Centro Civico , y la Caminata, 
por la Calle Market, da inicio a la 1:30 pm. 
Para obtener información completa sobre la 
Caminata, visite www.walkforlifewc.com o 
llame al 415-658-1793.

W
ES

T
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en Español DEL OBISPO

PRÁCTICAS ABSOLUTAMENTE 
DESIGNAS DEL NOMBRE CRISTIANO

PARTE II

nteresantemente, el obispo John England, en 1840, refutó 
en contra de imponer más carga a quienes poseían 

esclavos, porque, según él, el Papa no condenó la “propiedad” de 
esclavos sino solo el tráfico. El autor Joel Panzer en “The Popes and 
Slavery” señala que clérigos como el obispo England hicieron todo 
lo posible para desconectar a los católicos de los abolicionistas, a 
quienes consideraban “fanáticos”. ¿Cómo el obispo pudo interpretar 
las palabras del Papa Gregorio XVI como no condena a la propiedad 
de esclavos? Esto es un misterio. (Cita: “Nosotros, por autoridad 
apostólica, advertimos y exhortamos fuertemente en el Señor a 
los cristianos fieles de toda condición que nadie en el futuro se 
atreva a molestar injustamente, despojar sus posesiones o reducir 
a la esclavitud a los indios, negros u otros pueblos similares.” Papa 
Gregorio XVI, In Supremo Apostolatus, 1839, énfasis añadido). Es 
razonable concluir que es imposible “poseer” un esclavo sin reducir 
al mismo tiempo a esa persona a la esclavitud. Quizás se argumentó 
que la adición de la palabra “injustamente” implicaba que, en 
determinadas circunstancias, podría haber sido posible “con justicia” 
“molestar, despojar de sus posesiones o reducir a la esclavitud” 
a ciertos pueblos. Quizás se podría argumentar que “reducir” a la 
esclavitud implicaba cambiar el estado de un ser humano de libre 
a esclavo y, por lo tanto, aquellos que ya eran esclavos, no eran, 
por el hecho de la propiedad, o incluso de la venta, reducidos a la 
esclavitud. Cualquier semántica tan descabellada parece diseñada 
para ocultar la terrible verdad: los obispos de Estados Unidos no 
querían participar en la entonces impopular lucha por la dignidad 
humana, para abolir la esclavitud. Ningún seguidor de Cristo desea 
jamás involucrarse en ninguna forma de conflicto y, sin embargo, hay 
momentos en los que ese conflicto es inevitable.

¿Se consideraba la esclavitud como una pequeña parte de la 
“prenda sin costuras” de la infraestructura social? ¿O fue visto como 
uno más entre muchos otros «problemas sociales» importantes del 
día? Supuestamente, los obispos se mostraron reacios a condenar a 
quienes apoyaban la esclavitud porque reconocían que estas mismas 
personas también apoyaban una serie de elementos sociales que 
promovían algunos elementos del bien común y, por lo tanto, no 
deberían ser juzgados con demasiada dureza por su apoyo ignorante 
a la esclavitud. Después de todo, muchas personas habían llegado a 
depender de la esclavitud como algo esencial para su estilo de vida 
y toda la red social de Estados Unidos se basaba en la continuación 
de la esclavitud. Por lo tanto, se podría argumentar que, si bien 
muchos en la sociedad de 1840 apoyaron y abogaron firmemente 

por la esclavitud, no deberían ser juzgados con demasiada severidad 
debido a los otros programas sociales beneficiosos que patrocinaron 
y por los que abogaron. Mientras tanto, los esclavos continuaron 
siendo esclavos. Parecería que la esclavitud no se había considerado 
como un problema grave y preeminente.

El Santo Padre Gregorio XVI introduce una frase 
convenientemente aplicable tanto entonces como hoy: “Prácticas 
absolutamente indignas del nombre de pila”. “Reprobamos, 
entonces, en virtud de Nuestra Autoridad Apostólica, todas las 
prácticas antes mencionadas (una lista de conductas relacionadas 
con la esclavitud) como absolutamente indignas del nombre 
cristiano. Por la misma Autoridad Prohibimos y prohibimos 
estrictamente a cualquier Eclesiástico o laico presumir de defender 
como permisible este comercio de Negros bajo cualquier pretexto o 
excusa, o publicar o enseñar de cualquier manera, en público o en 
privado, opiniones contrarias a lo que hemos establecido en estas 
cartas apostólicas”. (Papa Gregorio XVI, In Supremo Apostolatus, 
1839.)

Lo más revelador es que el obispo England reconoció el lenguaje 
fuerte de la Bula Papal y opinaría: “si este documento (agrego: en 
realidad) condenara nuestra esclavitud doméstica como una práctica 
ilegal y, en consecuencia, inmoral, los obispos no podrían haberla 
aceptado sin estar obligados a rechazar los sacramentos a todos 
los que eran poseedores de esclavos a menos que manumitieran 
(liberaran) a sus esclavos “. (Énfasis añadido)

En esto, el obispo England tenía razón, si una acción es 
condenada por la Santa Sede como ilegal e inmoral, especialmente 
cuando se condena en un lenguaje tan fuerte o se identifica como 
un tema preeminente, entonces aquellos obispos que acepten esta 
enseñanza estarían “obligados a rechazar los sacramentos a todos 
los que… ”, a menos que se arrepientan.

Ore por mí como prometo 
orar por usted.

Reverendísimo 
Robert F. Vasa
Obispo de Santa Rosa

I
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as autoridades civiles y de la Iglesia en México anunciaron 
este 29 de noviembre los protocolos que se seguirán para 

las tradicionales peregrinaciones a la Basílica de Nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe.

En conferencia de prensa este 29 de noviembre, las autoridades 
presentaron el operativo “Bienvenido, peregrino”, que apunta 
a prevenir contagios de COVID-19 durante las peregrinaciones, 
que congregarían al menos 4,2 millones de personas solo entre el 10 
y el 12 de diciembre.

En el evento participaron Claudia Sheinbaum, jefa de Gobierno 
de la Ciudad de México; Francisco Chíguil, alcalde de la Alcaldía 
Gustavo A. Madero, en la que se encuentra la Basílica de Guadalupe; 
y Mons. Salvador Martínez, rector del santuario mariano.

Este año, a diferencia de 2020, sí se permitirán peregrinaciones 
a la Basílica de Guadalupe, que conserva la imagen original en la 
que apareció milagrosamente la Virgen María el 12 de diciembre de 
1531.

Tradicionalmente, desde los primeros días de diciembre millones 
de peregrinos de distintas partes de México y de otros países visitan 
el santuario mariano con ocasión de la Solemnidad de la Virgen 
de Guadalupe, que se celebra el 12 de ese mes. La concentración 
de personas alcanza su punto más alto desde la noche del 11 de 
diciembre, cuando los devotos se congregan para cantarle a la 
Virgen María las “mañanitas”, tradicional canción mexicana con que 
se festejan los cumpleaños.

Las autoridades señalaron que el uso de cubrebocas o mascarilla 
será “obligatorio” para los peregrinos, al tiempo que alentaron a 
tener el “esquema de vacunación completo”, indicando que si no se 

ha recibido la vacuna “es mejor quedarse en casa”.
También se alentó a no llevar niños y adolescentes “no 

vacunados” a la peregrinación.
Este año no se permitirá que los peregrinos pernocten en los 

alrededores de la Basílica de Guadalupe, y la Estancia del Peregrino, 
que normalmente los recibe, no brindará servicios.

Las autoridades recordaron que solo entre el 10 y el 12 de 
diciembre de 2018 llegaron más de 9,7 millones de peregrinos a la 
Basílica de Guadalupe.

En el mismo periodo en 2019, pocos meses antes del inicio de 
la pandemia, el santuario mariano recibió más de 9,8 millones de 
peregrinos.

Este año se espera que en todo diciembre visiten la Basílica de 
Guadalupe 5,7 millones de peregrinos, la mayoría de estos entre los 
días 10 y 12.

El rector de la Basílica de Guadalupe señaló que las tradicionales 
mañanitas a la Virgen de Guadalupe y la Misa de Media Noche serán 
pregrabadas y transmitidas a través de las plataformas digitales del 
santuario mariano, así como por medios de comunicación.

Mons. Salvador Martínez indicó que el flujo de peregrinos por 
el santuario mariano “será continuo para ir a saludar, para ir a 
estar con la Virgen, para cantarle alguna canción mientras vamos 
caminando, y así rendirle nuestro homenaje en este año”.

“Si quieren estar más tiempo”, continuó el rector de la Basílica 
de Guadalupe, será mejor que “lo programen para otro día, sea 
antes del 11 y 12, o después”.

ESTOS SON LOS PROTOCOLOS 
PARA LAS PEREGRINACIONES 
A LA BASÍLICA DE LA VIRGEN 

DE GUADALUPE
(ACI Prensa) 

PRÁCTICAS ABSOLUTAMENTE 
DESIGNAS DEL NOMBRE CRISTIANO

PARTE II

L

¿Necesitas rescatar o salvar tu matrimonio? ¿Consideras que hay soledad o aburrimiento 
en tu matrimonio? ¿Frustración, heridas o enojos con tu pareja? ¿Constantemente 
discuten y se enojan? ¿Han pensado en la separación o el divorcio? ¿Hablar de la relación 
de pareja solo complica las cosas? Retrouvaille le ofrece ayuda a tu matrimonio.

La arquidiócesis de San Francisco ofrecerá un retiro de Retrouvaille, un fin de semana 
de sanación para matrimonios en crisis, en español, los días 14-16 de enero, en 
Stockton.  Llama por favor a uno de los números, o manda un correo electrónico, para 
más información. Y por favor, comparte este anuncio.   ¡No dudes en contactarnos! Para 
información confidencial o registración en este programa llámanos al 408} 417-4953 ó 
envía un correo electrónico retrouvaillesfespanol@yahoo.com.     

RETROUVAILLE 
DISPONIBLE EN 

ESPAÑOL
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PRO-LIFERS CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC  
ABOUT SUPREME COURT AFTER ORAL ARGUMENTS 

ON MISSISSIPPI LAW
Wed Dec 1 WASHINGTON  

(LifeSiteNews) Calvin Freiburger
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ral arguments began Wednesday 
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 

Health Organization, leaving pro-life 
observers cautiously optimistic about a 
majority of justices’ apparent willingness to 
at least consider overturning Roe v. Wade.

Dobbs concerns Mississippi’s HB 
1510 law banning abortions from being 
committed past 15 weeks for any reason 
other than physical medical emergencies 
or severe fetal abnormalities. After its 
enactment in 2019, the Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals deemed it unconstitutional because 
of an “unbroken line dating to Roe v. Wade,” 
the 1973 ruling which imposed on all 50 
states a “right” to pre-viability abortion.

Leading the defense of HB 1510 is 
Mississippi Solicitor General Scott Grant 
Stewart, making the case that judicial 
precedent asserting a “right” to abortion 
is “egregiously wrong” with “no basis in 
text, structure, history, or tradition.” The 
state further argues that in addition to 
its legal bankruptcy, the legal regime Roe 
set into motion has “proven hopelessly 
unworkable.”

The justices’ questioning of Stewart, 
Center for Reproductive Rights attorney Julie 
Rikelman, and Biden administration Solicitor 
General Elizabeth Prelogar did not give 
away a majority of the justices’ intentions 
in the case, but most of the Republican-
appointed jurists did appear at least 
somewhat skeptical of Roe’s justifications, 
with only Chief Justice John Roberts hinting 
at an inclination to preserve the precedent in 
some way.

Liberal justice Stephen Breyer raised 
eyebrows by claiming that “the country 
decided to resolve its differences by this 
Court laying down a decision in Roe,” when 
in fact Roe represented judges taking the 
issue out of the country’s hands. The ruling 
has been widely credited with intensifying 
the abortion debate. Breyer claimed that to 
reexamine such a “watershed” case would 
“subvert the court’s legitimacy.”

Left-wing Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
was the most aggressively pro-abortion in 
her questioning, at points falsely claiming 
the beginning of human life is primarily 
a “religious view” and dismissing the 
evidence for fetal pain as “fringe,” and 
questioning whether the Court could 

overcome the “stench” of an anti-Roe 
outcome supposedly making the Court seem 
“political,” to which Stewart responded that 
the best defense against such a perception 
would be to simply ensure that the ruling is 
grounded in the legal and factual merits.

Most tellingly, Sotomayor tacitly 
conceded that Roe is not rooted in the 
actual text of the Constitution (something 
conceded by many pro-abortion legal 
scholars) by questioning whether a reversal 
would jeopardize other precedents. “There’s 
so much that’s not in the Constitution,” she 
said.

Chief Justice John Roberts, who was 
appointed by former President George 
W. Bush, gave mixed signals that may 
indicate he is leaning toward upholding the 
Mississippi law without going all the way to 
overturning Roe. “If you think that the issue 
is one of choice … viability, it seems to me, 
doesn’t have anything to do with choice. 
If it really is an issue about choice, why is 
15 weeks not enough time?” he pressed 
Rikelman.

However, he also challenged Stewart on 
petitioning the Court to take the case on the 
narrower grounds of HB 1510, then once it 
was granted, moving to a broader attack on 
Roe. Stewart argued that overturning Roe is 
the best way to resolve the myriad questions 
surrounding HB 1510.

Conservative Justice Samuel Alito 
delivered arguably the most aggressive 
challenging of Roe, arguing that the viability 
line “doesn’t make any sense” as a legal 
standard because it changes with medical 
advances, and pressing Prelogar on the 
notion that an egregiously wrong precedent 
cannot be overturned unless facts change 
or a “new argument” is made, getting her 
to acknowledge that Plessy v. Ferguson, 
the case which established “separate but 
equal” in racial segregation, should have 
been overturned at any point because it was 
factually wrong the moment it was decided.

But while most of the above justices’ 
likely decisions are generally considered 
foregone conclusions (as are those of 
conservative Clarence Thomas and liberal 
Elena Kagan), the biggest question was 
how former President Donald Trump’s three 
appointees will rule.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh repeatedly 
stressed that the Constitution is silent on 
abortion and that overturning Roe would 
simply return to the states the ability to 
debate and decide their own abortion laws, 
and questioned why the court should be 
the arbiter of such questions rather than 
the American people. He also noted that 
America “would be a much different place” 
today if the Court had deferred to precedent 
in various high-profile cases throughout 
history, including Brown v. Board of 
Education, which overturned Plessy.

Justices Neil Gorsuch and Amy Coney 
Barrett were less clear, though to the extent 
their comments fell in any direction they 
were in questioning aspects of the pro-
abortion status quo. Gorsuch suggested 
that the “undue burden” standard for 
abortion restrictions established by Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey (the 1992 case 
that opened the door to some abortion 
regulations while reaffirming the “right” 
to abort) is “unworkable,” and questioned 
whether there was some “other intelligible 
principle that the court could choose” 
to separate some abortions from others. 
Barrett, meanwhile, suggested that safe-
haven laws for newborns may change the 
weight of that “burden” by giving mothers 
additional options.

Several pro-life and pro-abortion 
observers concurred that the day’s 
proceedings were distinctly unfavorable to 
Roe’s prospects, while other conservatives 
cautioned that cross-examination does 
not capture all of the factors that go into 
justices’ decision-making process, and 
therefore a split decision upholding HB 1510 
without ending Roe or Casey remains a 
serious possibility:

While abortion defenders are working 
to mobilize their supporters with fears of 
an abortion-free future, many pro-lifers are 
more circumspect. Dobbs is arguably the 
greatest test yet of the Supreme Court’s 
current justices, a majority of whom were 
appointed by Republican presidents yet 
have still disappointed pro-lifers and 
conservatives on various occasions.

O
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he civil and Church authorities in Mexico announced on 
November 29 the protocols that will be followed for the 

traditional pilgrimages to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
At a press conference on November 29, the authorities presented 

the operation “Welcome, Pilgrim”, which aims to prevent COVID-19 
infections during pilgrimages, which would bring together at least 
4.2 million people only between 10 and 12 from December.

Claudia Sheinbaum, Head of Government of Mexico City; 
Francisco Chíguil, mayor of the Gustavo A. Madero Mayor’s Office, 
which houses the Basilica of Guadalupe; and Bishop Salvador 
Martínez, rector of the Marian shrine.

This year, unlike 2020, pilgrimages will be allowed to the Basilica 
of Guadalupe, which preserves the original image in which the Virgin 
Mary miraculously appeared on December 12, 1531.

Traditionally, since the first days of December, millions of pilgrims 
from different parts of Mexico and other countries visit the Marian 
shrine on the occasion of the Solemnity of the Virgin of Guadalupe, 
which is celebrated on the 12th of this month. The concentration 
of people reaches the highest point from the night of December 
11, when the devotees congregate to sing to the Virgin Mary the 
“mañanitas”, a traditional Mexican song with which her birthday is 
celebrated.

The authorities indicated that the use of a face mask or mask 
will be “mandatory” for pilgrims, while they encouraged to have the 

“complete vaccination scheme”, indicating that if the vaccine has 
not been received “it is better to stay at home.”

It was also encouraged not to bring “unvaccinated” children and 
adolescents on the pilgrimage.

This year pilgrims will not be allowed to spend the night in the 
surroundings of the Basilica of Guadalupe, and the Estancia del 
Peregrino, which normally receives them, will not provide services.

The authorities recalled that between December 10 and 12, 
2018 alone, more than 9.7 million pilgrims arrived at the Basilica of 
Guadalupe.

In the same period in 2019, a few months before the start of the 
pandemic, the Marian shrine received more than 9.8 million pilgrims.

This year, 5.7 million pilgrims are expected to visit the Basilica of 
Guadalupe throughout December, most of them between the 10th 
and 12th.

The rector of the Basilica of Guadalupe pointed out that the 
traditional mañanitas to the Virgin of Guadalupe and the Midnight 
Mass will be prerecorded and broadcast through the digital 
platforms of the Marian shrine, as well as through the media.

Bishop Salvador Martínez indicated that the flow of pilgrims 
through the Marian shrine “will be continuous to go to greet, to go 
to be with the Virgin, to sing a song while we are walking, and thus 
pay our tribute this year.”

THIS YEAR,  5.7 MILLION PILGRIMS  
ARE EXPECTED TO VISIT THE BASILICA OF 

GUADALUPE THROUGHOUT DECEMBER
(ACI Prensa)

T
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SYNOD 2021-2023 
UPDATE 

Five listening sessions were held across the Diocese with approximately 300 people participating. The Bishop 
will now write a summary for the USCCB of the comments and then the USCCB will collect all Diocesan 

summaries and produce a National Summary to be submitted to the Holy See.

More information and response opportunities can be found at the Diocesan Synod web page:
www.SRdiocese.org/synod

Visit the Vatican website: www.synod.va/en.html

THE PRAYER OF THE SYNOD:  
ADSUMUS SANCTE SPIRITUS

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts;

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen.

Attributed to St. Isidore of Seville (560-636), it has been traditionally used at Councils and Synods.

Many faithful gathered at St. Eugene Cathedral in late November  
for the first listening session of Synod 2021-2023
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Through the pandemic, Catholics of the Diocese of Santa 
Rosa tangibly expressed their faith. Though parish buildings 
closed, the faithful overcame technical difficulties to 
continue online and persevered in gathering outside to 
worship in all weather until with great relief it was again 
possible to worship indoors. The sacrifices made to access 
the Sacraments were most edifying, as was the incredible 
support given to the 2021 Annual Ministry Appeal.

The Annual Ministry Appeal is the lifeblood of vital ministries 
which spread the faith in our diocese – Religious education, 
youth and young adult ministry, Catholic education, 
Restorative Justice, marriage and vocation preparation and 
support, clergy formation, and many other ministries. In 
consideration for the challenges posed by restrictions and 
economic changes, there was no assessment of the parishes 
for the 2021 Appeal goal. However, the faithful of the 
Diocese gave overwhelmingly to the aid of the ministries. 
The reduced diocesan goal of $900,000 (lowered from 
$1,080,000) was exceeded, with $1,010,570 received as 
of November 24. Twenty-two parishes will receive at least 
$188,000 in rebates for having met and exceed their portion 
of the goal (double the number of parishes that received 
rebates last year).

Your gift to the Annual Ministry Appeal tangibly expresses 
your support for Christ’s mission in our Diocese and for your 
brothers and sisters in faith. Your commitment strengthens 
our faith as a Catholic community. You will soon be 
receiving pledge information for the 2022 Annual Ministry 
Appeal which kicks off January 2022. If you prefer to make 
your gift online, please visit www.srdiocese.org and look for 
the “Give” tab. Together, we can continue to support and 
foster the faith in northern California.

Thank You 

AMA Annual Ministry Appeal 
2021 Wrap-up

PARISH
2021 
Goal Pledges Donors

Amount 
Received

Parish 
Rebate

% of 
Goal

St. Elizabeth Seton, Rohnert Park $15,293 $48,633 166 $45,973 $30,680 301%
St. James $36,104 $66,102 199 $64,497 $28,393 179%
Cathedral of St. Eugene $47,267 $75,335 197 $73,020 $25,753 154%
St. Joseph, Middletown $12,480 $30,945 50 $30,535 $18,055 245%
Holy Spirit Church $28,992 $42,661 108 $41,991 $12,999 145%
St. Apollinaris $67,516 $82,321 187 $80,316 $12,800 119%
Resurrection $35,437 $47,672 185 $45,837 $10,400 129%
St. Thomas Aquinas $15,417 $25,890 64 $25,350 $9,933 164%
St. John, Healdsburg $21,069 $29,802 76 $29,557 $8,488 140%
St. Joseph, Fortuna $13,667 $18,958 57 $18,501 $4,834 135%
Church of the Assumption $9,609 $14,296 43 $14,171 $4,562 147%
St. Joan of Arc $17,207 $23,978 71 $21,573 $4,366 125%
St. Rose $54,243 $62,545 219 $58,133 $3,890 107%
St. John, Napa $40,947 $69,229 302 $44,319 $3,372 108%
St. Aloysius $500 $3,156 15 $3,156 $2,656 631%
St. Mary, Arcata $22,586 $25,135 63 $24,775 $2,189 110%
Our Lady of Perpetual Help $5,400 $7,541 26 $7,146 $1,746 132%
St. Joseph, Cotati $21,313 $24,199 115 $22,957 $1,644 108%
Christ the King Church $6,888 $8,020 28 $7,900 $1,012 115%
St. Bernard $28,097 $29,598 104 $28,788 $691 102%
Our Lady of Guadalupe $34,032 $42,922 139 $34,352 $320 101%
Our Lady of the Redwoods $1,776 $2,000 11 $1,925 $149 108%
St. Leo the Great $26,974 $26,974 19 $26,974  100%
St. Sebastian $22,851 $22,803 62 $22,478  98%
St. Francis Solano $39,300 $34,589 99 $34,264  87%
Sacred Heart $18,558 $16,689 55 $15,909  86%
Our Lady Queen of Peace $13,023 $11,479 38 $10,864  83%
Star of the Valley $28,352 $23,771 69 $23,586  83%
St. Elizabeth, Guerneville $9,243 $7,750 19 $7,680  83%
St. Philip the Apostle $13,754 $11,325 32 $11,203  81%
St. Vincent de Paul $45,981 $37,731 127 $37,231  81%
St. Mary, Lakeport $12,377 $10,156 44 $9,456  76%
St. Anthony, Willits $4,250 $3,160 10 $3,060  72%
St. Mary, Ukiah $17,501 $12,331 42 $12,331  70%
St. Helena Church $28,192 $15,975 31 $15,875  56%
St. Anthony, Mendocino $6,285 $3,325 10 $3,325  53%
Our Lady of Good Counsel $15,232 $8,120 26 $8,055  53%
St. Joseph, Crescent City $15,696 $7,726 29 $7,441  47%
Holy Family Church $24,509 $7,269 12 $7,269  30%
St. Peter $15,808 $3,935 19 $3,935  25%
St Elizabeth Seton Philo $6,276 $700 3 $700  11%
No Parish Affiliation  $24,162 14 $24,162   
Total* $900,002 $1,070,908 3185 $1,010,570 $188,932 112%

*Numbers as of November 24, 2021
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SAINTS for DECEMBER
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HAPPY THEOTOKOS DAY JANUARY 1ST!
How “Theotokos” became the perfect title of the Virgin Mary

 
Aleteia Philip Kosloski

he early Church summed up Mary’s maternity in a single 
Greek word. In the year 431 there was a fierce debate 

raging in the Catholic Church regarding a specific title of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The debate required a rare Ecumenical Council at the 
city of Ephesus to resolve the issue.

Two different arguments were presented, one by Bishop 
Nestorius of Constantinople and the other by St. Cyril of Alexandria.

Nestorius firmly believed that Mary should be 
called Christotokos, “Birth-giver of Christ” (also translated as 
“Christ-bearer”). Fr. Dwight Longnecker explains that “Nestorius 
used language that was perceived as asserting that there were two 
separate persons conjoined in Jesus Christ. Thus the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in giving Jesus human flesh could be the ‘Christ-bearer’ but not 
‘God-bearer.’”

On the other hand, St. Cyril and a great number of bishops 
believed that Mary should be called Theotokos, “Birth-giver to 
God” (also translated as “God-bearer” or “Mother of God”). This 
terminology affirmed that Jesus is “one person in two natures which 
are united.”

It was determined by an overwhelming majority 
that Theotokos was the correct title for Mary, and Nestorius was 
subsequently removed from his position as bishop of Constantinople.

The title “Mother of God” does not mean Mary somehow 
existed before God or created God, but that Mary gave birth to Jesus, 
who is fully God and fully human.

The Catechism puts it like this, “In fact, the One whom she 
conceived as man by the Holy Spirit, who truly became her Son 
according to the flesh, was none other than the Father’s eternal Son, 
the second person of the Holy Trinity. Hence the Church confesses 
that Mary is truly ‘Mother of God’ (Theotokos)” (CCC 495).

The Orthodox and Byzantine tradition of Christianity continue 
to use this title of Mary, preferring it to any other of her titles. An 
ancient hymn in their liturgy poetically summarizes this complex 
truth, “He whom the entire universe could not contain was 
contained within your womb, O Theotokos.”
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ST. JOHN  
THE APOSTLE

December 01: St. Edmund Campion
December 02: St. Bibiana
December 03: St. Francis Xavier
December 04: St. John Damascene
December 05: St. Sabas
December 06: St. Nicholas
December 07: St. Ambrose
December 08:  Immaculate 

Conception of Mary
December 09: St. Juan Diego
December 10: St. John Roberts
December 11: St. Damasus 1
December 12:  Our Lady of 

Guadalupe
December 13: St. Lucy
December 14: St. John of the Cross
December 15: St. Nino
December 16: St. Adelaide
December 17: St. Olympias
December 18: St. Flannan
December 19: Blessed Urban V
December 20: St. Dominic of Silos
December 21: Peter Canisius
December 22:  St. Chaeremon & St. 

Ischyrion & Other 
Martyrs

December 23: St. John of Kanty
December 24: St. Charbel
December 25:  Christmas, the 

Birthday of Jesus
December 26: St. Stephen
December 27: St. John the Apostle
December 28: The Holy Innocents
December 29: St. Thomas Becket
December 30: St. Anysia
December 31: St. Sylvester
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PRIESTLY 
ORDINATION 

ANNIVERSARIES
DECEMBER

Rev. Marlon Atendido, SVD 
Rev. JoJo Puthussery, MF

Rev. Diogo Baptista
Rev. Jose  Gonzalez

   Thank You
The Marian Sisters of Santa Rosa  

extend thanks for 
your prayers and support  

May God bless you,  
and Mary keep you!  

St. Joseph Hospital
Redwood Memorial Hospital

Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital
Queen of the Valley Medical Center

Support your local Catholic hospital 
through a Charitable Gift Annuity and 
put cash in your pocket!

• Attractive fixed rates. i.e. 6.5% for an 80 year old
• Large portion of annuity is tax-free
• Significant tax deduction
• Easy to set up

For more information and a confidential quote contact:
St. Joseph Hospital, Eureka / Redwood Memorial Hospital, Fortuna 
 Heather Setton, 707.269.4275 or heather.setton@stjoe.org

Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital 
 Liz Tunney Williams, 707.547.4692 or liz.williams@stjoe.org

Queen of the Valley Medical Center, Napa 
 Damon Tinnon, CSPG, 707.257.4144 or damon.tinnon@providence.org

Reminder: If you are 70 ½ or older, you can donate up to $100,000 annually  
from your IRA. The gift(s) counts towards your Required Minimum Distribution 
and will not be included in your income. This is a very tax-savvy way to give.
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SPECIAL RATES

AVAILABLE
Where are you casting your net?

40,000
HOMES 
DISTRIBUTION*

96%
OF HOUSEHOLDS  
HAVE A READER*

Faith and business go hand in hand,  
only in business it’s called risk.

CONTACT US FOR PRICING / OFFERS  P: 707.566.3302 e: media@srdiocese.org

* Publishers Information Service

Full Page No Bleed ............7.75in. x 10in.
Full Page Bleed ..................8.5in. x 10.75in.
Half Page horizontal. .........7.75in. x 4.75in.
Quarter Page vertical ........3.75in. x 4.75in.
Eighth Page horizontal .....3.75in. x 2.25in.

The North Coast Catholic provides a quality, informative 
publication to 40,000 homes throughout the diocese 
of Santa Rosa comprising of Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, 
Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma counties. 

 Placement on the NEW Diocesan website 
included in all packages!
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Cardinal Robert Sarah
◆ COUPLES, AWAKEN YOUR LOVE!

With the profound insight that we have come to expect from 
his writings, Cardinal Sarah helps spouses rediscover the 

deep source of their love, and the means to make it grow. This 
book presents the essentials of a retreat that he preached to 
married couples in Lourdes, France. It is meant for all couples, 
including those who are struggling, who want to rediscover 
that their love is a sacred story. There is a path to renewal for 
everyone, and couples in every situation can find again the pre-
ciousness of the love that binds them, no matter how hidden it 
may be. We are all, without exception, called to joy, and Christ
alone can give it to us.     
CAYLP . . . Sewn So� cover, $15.95  

   One of the world's most important religious 
voices tells us, in clearheaded and inspiring 
prose, what is required for believers' marriages to 
thrive in the 21st century, against daunting odds.    
—Helen Alvaré, Law Professor, George Mason 
University, Author, Breaking Through

    A vivid, profoundly rich reflection on the nature 
of Christian marriage, its struggles and joys, and 
its sanctifying role in a hostile world.      
—Archbishop Charles Chaput
Author, � ings Worth Dying For

“
” “

”
Also by Cardinal Sarah

New From

◆ THE DAY IS NOW FAR SPENT
In this powerful book that he calls his 
“most important”, C ard i n a l  S ar a h 
analyzes the profound spiritual, moral 
and political crisis in the world, and 
he gives an unflinching diagnosis.
DNFSP . . . Sewn So� cover, $19.95

◆ THE POWER OF SILENCE
� e modern world generates so much 
noise, Cardinal Sarah says, that seeking 
moments of silence has become both 
harder and more necessary than ever 
before. He shows us how.
POSP . . . Sewn So� cover, $18.95

◆ GOD OR NOTHING
In this fascinating autobiographical work, 
Cardinal Sarah gives a strong witness 
to his Christian faith amidst many 
challenges, and comments on many 
current controversial issues.
GONP. . .  Sewn So� cover, $18.95

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 (800) 651-1531
www.ignatius.com

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

New From
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