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he news of May was the ‘leaked’ 
opinion of the Supreme Court which 

signals the possibility that there will be a more 
equitable balancing of ‘rights’. For the past 49 
years we have heard, and continue to hear, 
the claim to ‘rights’ without proper regard for 
the corresponding responsibilities. It has long 
been understood that one person’s right to 
swing his or her arm ends where the nose of a 
neighbor begins. In the present context we can 
ask, as happened in the Scriptures, but “who 
is my neighbor?” The answer that Jesus gave 
is the Parable of the Good Samaritan  
(cf. Luke 10:25-37).

In that Parable, the man lying in the ditch 
was not recognized as a neighbor nor as a 
fellow human being and so was passed over 
by the priest and the Levite. The Samaritan, 
however, saw and recognized the man as a 
‘neighbor’, a fellow human being, took pity on 
him and provided him with both compassion 
and care. The failure, really a refusal, of 
the priest and the Levite to ‘recognize’ the 
humanity of the man beaten by robbers does 
not diminish or alter in any way the humanity 
of the man beaten but their response to him 
speaks volumes about their humanity.

The failure, really a refusal, by many 
people to ‘recognize’ the humanity of the 
pre-born child does not diminish or alter, 
in any way, the humanity of that child. Our 
nation’s failure to provide any form of legal 
protection to these pre-born children over the 

past 49 years speaks volumes about our care 
for humanity. Not only has our nation refused 
to offer legal protection, it has inhibited 
and prohibited certain actions by those who 
desire to offer aid and assistance to that 
child. This, in no way, impugns any of the 
good things which are done by our country 
for the poor, the immigrant, the downtrodden 
but rather points a spotlight on the beaten 
man lying in the ditch, the child in the womb. 
That child, whether planned or unplanned, 
shares a common human nature with us all 
and is entitled to the same legal protections 
which we all enjoy. If this decision holds, 
then individual States and institutions will 
be allowed to offer compassion, protection 
and care without being forced to also offer 
abortion. Unfortunately, California is not a 
place where those protections have any hope 
of coming to fruition.

The Lord makes no negative reference 
to the men who beat and robbed the man 
and left him for dead. He does let us know, 
however, that this man is our neighbor and 
that we cannot ignore him. We cannot ignore 
the pre-born child either. At the same time, the 
woman, the mother, facing a challenging time 
and discovering an inconvenient pregnancy 
is our neighbor as well. If the leaked opinion 
of the Court proves to be an accurate 
representation of the Court’s final decision, 
then it will be important for the Church and 
the people of God to reach out more actively 

to these women to assure them that they now 
have truly viable options and that we will walk 
with them with both compassion and care.

The USCCB Committee for Pro-Life 
Activities began a program in 2021, which 
our Family Life Office has been directed to 
support and encourage, known as Walking 
with Moms in Need. This program, which has 
my support, should become very well known 
in our parishes. More will be forthcoming 
on this from our Family Life Office but for 
now, I invite everyone to visit the website: 
www.walkingwithmoms.com/parish-
resources where parish-based materials are 
available which can help strengthen Pro-Life 
activities and create initiatives in and through 
our parishes. The goal is to help identify 
those pregnancy support mechanisms which 
are already active in the local community 
and to help assure that those supports are 
well known, readily accessible and well 
supported. Our own Diocesan website lists the 
various pregnancy support centers scattered 
throughout the Diocese: www.srdiocese.
org/respect-life. 

Pray for me as I promise to pray for you. 

Bishop Robert F. Vasa

T

RECOGNITION FOR  
PRE-BORN HUMAN INFANTS?

FROM the BISHOP

https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/parish-resources
https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/parish-resources
https://srdiocese.org/respect-life
https://srdiocese.org/respect-life
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 his year, Roe is going to fall. And everyone 
is asking, “Are we ready?” We Were Born 
Ready.

VISION: 
Born Ready is a forum to empower, equip, 
mobilize, and resource Catholics to fulfill their 
baptismal call to serve women, children, and 
families, especially women in difficult and 
unexpected pregnancies.

MISSION:
On January 22, the California Bishops issued 
a statement committing to a vision of support 
for women, children and families. This is who 
we are as Catholics. For more than 2000 years, 
Catholics have cared for the most vulnerable 
by founding the first hospitals, orphanages, 
and social safety nets. We provide food, drink, 
clothing, shelter, healthcare, visit the sick and 
imprisoned, comfort the afflicted and the dying. 

We were born ready. 
Now, as some states in the US ban abortion 
and others seek to be abortion destinations, 
Catholics will stand in the gap to support 
women, children and families with life affirming 
resources. We want every child, every woman, 
every family, to be supported in their dignity as 
a child of God, knowing that they too, are born 
ready.

WHAT CAN YOU DO:
As an individual or a family

•  Pray 

•  Ask the Lord how he is calling you to 
serve women, children and families 

•  Host a Holy Hour at Your Parish

PRAYER
 
Gracious and loving God,
let your Spirit be with us today.
Hear our prayers, and increase in us
the will to follow your Son Jesus.
Help us to draw on the resources
of our faith as we use the opportunities
of our democracy to shape a society
more respectful of the life, dignity,
and rights of the human person,
especially the poor and vulnerable.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God forever and ever.
Amen.  

WE WERE  
BORN  
READY
T

https://cacatholic.org/article/california-bishops-commit-working-better-futures-californias-women-children-and-families
https://cacatholic.org/article/california-bishops-commit-working-better-futures-californias-women-children-and-families
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 y now you have all heard about the “leaked” Supreme Court 
draft opinion on whether Roe vs Wade is constitutional.  If the 
decision stands as we have heard, the legal ability for a pregnant 
woman to have an abortion will fall upon the laws of each individual 
state.  Here in California our governor wants to make our state an 
“abortion destination” and there are now 23 new laws proposed 
in the Legislature to help that become a reality.  Those proposed 
laws include using our state taxes to fund grants to help pay for 
transportation, hotel, meals, child care, etc. for out-of-state women 
to come to California to have their unborn child aborted.  But the 
California bishops have proposed a different vision for California – one 
where women, children, and families are welcomed, supported, and 
accompanied by the Catholic community. 

As a church founded on God’s love, we were born ready for this!  
Through our faith, we as Catholics are called to help people in need.  
Even the earliest Christians were known for helping others.  Many of 
you are familiar with the song where the chorus repeats: “They will 
know we are Christians by our love.”  Well, this nation-wide issue 
before us is time for us to prove it!

Of special note, the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops 
(USCCB) has designed a parish-based program called Walking With 
Moms in Need (walkingwithmoms.com).  The program outlines 
how you, together with your parish community, can help protect both 
the unborn and their mothers who are in an unplanned pregnancy 
situation. Walking With Moms in Need is designed to provide helpful 
information when you become aware of such a woman or she comes 
calling on your parish office.  

Walking With Moms in Need is a very simple and organized 
system to gather into one place all the contact information for 
resources that are available in your local community to help a woman 
and her family with an unplanned pregnancy.  Do you know where 
your local pro-life pregnancy center is located?  Can you direct 
a pregnant woman in need to the local food bank, or to a local 

emergency shelter, 
or to a free or low-cost 
health care facility?  Does 
your parish office know where to 
direct someone sign up for WIC (a government 
nutrition program for Women, Infants, Children)?  

Are you a caring person who, as part of a pro-life parish 
community, will listen and guide these women in the right direction 
where they feel cared for and not alone and where they feel supported 
to give life to their child in the womb?  That is what Walking With 
Moms in Need is all about: gathering appropriate information, then 
reaching out and helping those who are frightened by their unplanned 
pregnancy and perhaps feel there is no support for them.  The whole 
purpose of Walking With Moms in Need is to help support women 
who don’t know what to do when their heart says “It’s my baby” 
and the culture around them is saying, “Have an abortion and your 
problem will go away!”

So join the movement because as a Christian, as the motto says, 
“We were born ready!”  By your baptism into the Catholic Church 
you are called to be Christ-like to others, to help those who are in 
need.  Are you willing to work with your pastor and create a loving, 
nurturing, pro-life environment where pregnant moms can come for 
referrals and resource information to fit their specific needs?  We can 
do this and now is the time to step forward and help!  
 
 
Please contact the Marriage and Family Life Office  
(707-566-3305 or familylife@srdiocese.org) for information 
on how you can start the Walking With Moms in Need program 
in your parish.        
 
If not you, then who?  

Walking With 
Moms in Need      

 
By Carlin Gould

B

mailto:familylife@srdiocese.org
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From the Editor

Now, and at the  
Hour of Our Death

        remember feeling a tinge of 
embarrassment as a 9-year-old addressing 
my mother in public. While all the other kids 
called their mothers ‘Mom’ I still used the 
familial ‘Mommie’, because that’s how we 
rolled as a family. Though I was teased by my 
friends there was an understanding based 
on respect, that anything else would be less 
than respectful, and therefore forbidden. 
This implicit rule was based on my individual 
relationship with my mother. In the end I was 
never willing to forgo our family tradition or 
jeopardize my own personal relationship with 
my mom for the ‘cooler’ way of addressing 
her and was thankful for the mini lesson 
in persecution.  To me, she will always be 
‘Mommie’, and I am proud to have had the 
honor of being her son. More so because she 
pointed the way to my heavenly mother.

In this current era of the Church, we 
are all choosing whether to affirm our 
relationship with a Mother who is truly 
without reproach because she is the source 
and summit of our spiritual life, and our only 
refuge in this current storm. I’m talking about 
the Mystical body of Christ, not the 501c3 
nonprofit here. That’s a board meeting for 
another time. 

On June 6th we celebrated the memorial 
of Mary, Mother of the Church. Mary isn’t 
an imperfect Mother like our own mothers. 
She experienced all that we do yet in a 
more profound way because she had no 
attachment to sin. When her heart was 
pierced as she watched her son on the cross, 
the suffering was ‘perfect’ in the sense 
that she had nothing but love, mercy and 

forgiveness in heart while at the same time 
witnessing the single most profound injustice 
ever committed by mankind. 

When Jesus gave Mary to us from the 
cross to be our mother, it wasn’t some last-
minute wish, or improvisation; it was the 
culmination and consecration of all his work. 
At that moment, the church was born.  The 
Body of Christ is the Church in remission of 
sins. If we are members of the Body of Christ, 
we can call Mary our mother in the very same 
sense. We are members of the body of Christ 
because of our baptism, and we maintain that 
membership if we keep our souls in a state of 
grace. If we damage or mortally wound that 
relationship, or disrespect our mother in any 
other way, the price was paid by her son to 
completely heal and forgive that relationship 
through sacramental confession. It’s a Jesus 
thing. Have a problem with it? Take it up 
with Jesus. If you can’t get to confession to 
reconcile with the Church, then pray with 
your heart for forgiveness and resolve to go 
as soon as possible. Believe in your heart and 
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and 
you will be saved. 

The problem comes when we don’t 
think we are in need of forgiveness, or can 
somehow fix it ourselves, or have not sinned 
in the first place. So much bickering about 
science lately has sometimes distracted us 
from the facts: just that there are facts that 
need to be acknowledged by both sides of an 
argument. Period. The fact that the Catholic 
Church has an objective, clear, well defined, 
and easily accessible body of doctrine which 
can’t be changed by decree is commonly 

referred to as the magisterium. These are 
the things we have no right to change (like 
the 10 commandments, the definition of the 
trinity, etc.) nor could we change them if we 
tried (gravity, laws of physics, etc.).

Some think they can argue about the 
truths of the Church as if they are subjective 
topics (in the eyes of the beholder). They have 
no chance of convincing anyone to anything 
other than a reality created in their own 
image and likeness. There is no way to reason 
with someone whose arguments are built on 
the shifting sands of emotion. 

Arguing itself is the spirit of division 
brought out in the open. The process of 
mutual clarification and truth seeking is 
a walk taken on a path which has two 
destinations: 1; the good and the true, and 
2; everything else. The enemy of souls wants 
us to argue eternally, get lost, and to live in 
perpetual argument unto self-destruction. 
God simply wants us to choose. Choose or 
perish. Not choosing is a choice. Just choose 
the good. 

Yet arguing is the only path some 
have in order to reach out for forgiveness 
by acknowledging the denial of the truth 
(teaching of the magisterium, etc.). The 
meaning of the word argue describes it as 
the process of reasoning. To reason means 
to consider. God never inflicts, only invites. 
He asks us to consider. The Holy Spirit never 
condemns, only convicts. In these times, as 
we attempt to reason with others, let us first 
agree on the facts:

The baby inside the mother’s womb is 
a human being. In California, the current 

By Chris Lyford
Editor, North Coast Catholic

I
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proposed Senate Constitutional Amendment 
(SCA) 10, would make it legal to abort a 
baby up until the moment of birth. Can you 
imagine? Dilated to 10, ready to push and, 
“oh wait, on second thought…”

The Eucharist is the Body and Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Jesus Christ made present 
under the appearances of bread and wine. 
From the time even before the gospels were 
written, the Church has sought to help her 
children understand the great mystery of the 
Eucharist. She has desired that the faithful 
respect and reverence the Presence of Jesus in 
this gift. That is why St. Paul says, “Therefore 

whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup 
of the Lord in an unworthy manner shall be 
guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.” 
(1 Cor 11:27-29).

“We’re not longing for what we once 
called normal; we’re longing for what normal 
should have been. We’re longing for the Shire, 
for cozy homes with happy children, good 
food and ale, tilled earth and green growing 
things, music and dancing, and above all, 
a community that held together through 
generations. We are longing for a world of 
goodness and love, not that old world we 
used to call “normal.” So we must rise united, 

ready to shore each other up; we must forgive 
each other’s faults, and allow nothing to 
come between us. No one of us can fight this 
battle alone.”

The best posture a child can have when 
looking into a mother’s face is one of loving 
attention. How much more so when talking 
about our heavenly mother, and our true 
Mother church. Listen to your true Mother, 
she loves you with an intimacy that pre-dates 
your birth. She will love you in whatever 
‘now’ you find yourself dealing with, and she 
will be there to love you ‘at the hour of your 
death’. 

FACEBOOK CHATTER FROM SR DIOCESE

Statement: 
Since when does the power of the Most Holy Sacrament also require the 
assist of a public drubbing? The answer is: never. As the special steward 
of the Eucharist, the Archbishop of course has the right to withhold it. 
That is his pastoral call. But to blast it in the public square sullies the 
intention of the pastoral action and worse, calls into question his belief 
in the power of the Eucharist itself. At the very least, he should separate 
those two things and be honest that the latter is, indeed, political.

Response #1
He is doing this precisely because of the power of the eucharist. Nancy 
Pelosi has repeatedly (publicly) referenced her catholic faith, while 
repeatedly advocated for abortion. 
Yes, Jesus spoke not a word when Pilate condemned Him to death. 
But what if the punishment for unworthy reception of communion 
was immediate. If we were punished because of every sin against the 
eucharist, we would have been all destroyed by lightning centuries ago.

Response #2
 Just because it’s public doesn’t mean it is political 

Response #3
We can’t stand by and let an innocent and defenseless human be defiled 
and desecrated, whether in the womb, or in the host. When we don’t 
stand up and speak up against it when we are able to, we are complicit 

FROM AN ANONYMOUS FATHER
(Used with permission)

What I texted my sons today:
Permit your father to share what’s in his heart…
Do you recall my saying more than once: “If your faith is not worth 
dying for, it’s not worth much.” 
I’m ready to join any group of men standing guard like these young 
men at any parish where I see satanic manifestations outside - while 
older people of faith are inside - simply wanting to live what they 
believe and to receive what means everything to them. Did you hear 
the new hate chant in recent news?: “We will burn the Eucharist.” 
Wanting my sons to be aware. 
The battle is real. 
You will eventually be forced to choose which side you are on. You 
may also be called to live that out in a way that puts you in danger 
- like these amazing young men. Do not put your search for truth on 
the back burner. Do not allow your consumption of entertainment to 
cushion you from the truth. The Truth is a person. His name is Jesus. 
He died and rose to save us from our selfishness. 
Be engaged in the quest. 
I love you enough to sound like I’m overreacting. It’s ok. I trust one 
day you will experience a sense of the sacred that I’m still coming to 
know in the Eucharist. Then you too will be positioning yourself to 
defend it with your life. I feel that strongly about it. It is worth dying 
for. Maybe you need to see me do that before you are convinced this 
is more than an old man being brainwashed by religion. 
So be it. God’s will. In my twenties I pushed religion away. I saw 
the congregation as people who follow the priests like dumb sheep. 
Once I opened my heart the word dumb was soon replaced by the 
word humble. 
Don’t reply to me - a battle is ramping up. 
You are needed. 
You are called. 
How will you reply to God?
I’m sending this to your brother as well. I love you.

A forum to discuss, advise, give feedback and interact.

NEW



        an Francisco Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone on Monday responded to criticism 
that he is “politicizing” the Eucharist by 
denying Nancy Pelosi Holy Communion, 
saying he would prefer the Democratic House 
Speaker remain in office “and become an 
advocate for life in the womb.”

“What does it mean to politicize the Holy 
Eucharist if one is following Church teaching 
and applying Church teaching?” Cordileone 
said in an interview with EWTN News’ Erik 
Rosales that aired May 23 on “EWTN News 
Nightly.”

“One would have to demonstrate that one 
is doing that for a political purpose,” the 
archbishop said.

“I’ve been very clear all along, my purpose 
is pastoral, not political,” he added. “I am 
not campaigning for anyone for office. As a 
matter of fact, my preference would be for 
Speaker Pelosi to remain in office and become 
an advocate for life in the womb.”

On Friday, Cordileone announced that he 
had notified Pelosi, who describes herself 
as a devout Catholic, that until she publicly 
repudiates her support for abortion, she 
should not be admitted to Holy Communion 
in the Archdiocese of San Francisco, her home 
diocese, nor should she present herself for 
Communion. 

Cordileone told Rosales that he has not 
received any response from Pelosi so far. Nor 

has the 82-year-old speaker issued any public 
statements about the Communion ban as of 
yet. You can watch Cordileone’s interview in 
the video below.

As of May 23, at least a dozen U.S. bishops 
have publicly supported Cordileone’s action, 
which only applies within the San Francisco 
Archdiocese. Denver Archbishop Samuel 
Aquila called Cordileone “a shepherd with 
the heart and mind of Christ, who truly 
desires to lead others towards Christ’s love, 
mercy, and promise of eternal salvation.”  

Cardinal Wilton Gregory of the Archdiocese of 
Washington, D.C., where Pelosi spends much 
of her time, has not commented publicly 
on Cordileone’s action, but has indicated 

Archbishop Cordileone 
Responds to Criticism That He’s 

‘Politicizing the Eucharist’
 

Washington, D.C. Newsroom, May 23 
By CNA Staff

S
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in the past that he does not intend to deny 
Communion to Catholic politicians who 
actively promote abortion and other policies at 
odds with Church teaching.

Cordileone told Rosales that politicizing the 
Eucharist can even occur “in reverse.” One 
could “receive Communion as a means to 
furthering a political agenda, when one is 
motivated for that reason,” he said. “So it cuts 
both ways.”

Cordileone noted that many Catholics don’t 
understand Church teaching on the Eucharist, 
“what it is, who it is, and what the proper 
disposition is to receive it, what it means to 
receive the most Holy Eucharist.”

He added that he wanted to help Catholics 
understand “the grave evil of abortion and 
what it means to cooperate with evil on the 
different levels.“I wanted to be clear in laying 
out that teaching,” he said.

‘Aggressive’ abortion stance

Rosales said that Cordileone told him his 
decision is not related to the recent leak of a 
U.S. Supreme Court opinion that shows the 
court is poised to overturn Roe v. Wade, the 
1973 landmark case that legalized abortion 
nationwide. 

However, Rosales said that Cordileone was 
“motivated by Speaker Pelosi’s reaction to 
the Texas Heartbeat Law,” which bans most 
abortions after a fetal heartbeat can be 
detected, at about six weeks gestation.

“That’s when Speaker Pelosi became very 
outspoken and aggressive — I’ll use that 
word — in vowing to codify the Roe vs Wade 
decision into federal law,” Cordileone told 
Rosales, referring to her ardent support for the 
Women’s Health Protection Act, which was 
passed by the House of Representatives but 
failed to garner enough votes in the Senate. 

“So it would guarantee open, unqualified 
access to abortion for all 9 months, all 
throughout the country,” Cordileone said. 
“This was very alarming, very disturbing.”

It was at this time that Cordileone began 
the “Rose and Rosary for Nancy” campaign, 
asking Catholics to pray and fast to soften her 
heart for the unborn.

Cordileone said that Pelosi frequently speaks 
fondly of her five grown children.

“I think she has a maternal heart, there is a 
real sensitivity there,” he said.

“So I asked people to pray and fast for her 
and I’ve been trying to meet with her. Ever 
since then I’ve made several attempts to 
speak with her. I’ve either been denied or just 
received no response.”

Cordileone added that Pelosi “knew 
in advance that I would make this 
announcement if she did not repudiate her 
position on abortion or at least not refer to her 
Catholic faith and not go to Communion.”

Rosales brought up Pelosi’s recent October 
meeting with Pope Francis at the Vatican and 
asked whether the pope should take a greater 
stance on the issue.

“I think Pope Francis has taken a very strong 
stance on this,” Cordileone said. “He’s been 
very outspoken about the evil of abortion. He 
sees how everything is interconnected.”

 Citing Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si’, 
Cordileone said the pope “talks about the 
interconnectedness of it all. He brings up this 
issue that care for the environment, care for 
our common home also includes care for the 
poor and the vulnerable, including life in the 
womb, and he compares it to hiring a hitman 
to solve the problem.” 
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TEXAS PRO-LIFE PREGNANCY CENTERS 
PREPARE FOR OVERTURNING  

of  
ROE  vs. WADE

     St. Louis, Mo., Jun 7 (CNA)  
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       f the U.S. Supreme Court overturns 
Roe v. Wade this summer, abortions will be 
banned entirely statewide in Texas, with 
limited exceptions. Although some Texas 
women will likely travel to other states to 
obtain abortions, the legal change could 
mean that tens of thousands more children 
will be born in the state each year.

The Texas Pregnancy Care Network 
(TPCN) stands ready to help those mothers 
and babies, said John McNamara, the 
network’s executive director.

The funding network started small in 
the early 2000s and has grown to support 
more than 175 locations — crisis pregnancy 
centers, maternity homes, clinics, and more 
— all over the state.

Each of the nearly 200 organizations 
that the TPCN supports is a standalone 
nonprofit with its own funding streams and 
donor bases, McNamara said. The hope for 
the program is that the government dollars 
would help each organization expand its 
pro-life services.

“This is not just about saving the baby. 
This is about setting young parents up for 
long-term success in their parenting,” he 
told CNA.

McNamara said that the program 
was launched in the early 2000s after 
a realization on the part of the Texas 
legislature about how much government 
funding was going to organizations 
providing or promoting abortion. The 
Texas government wanted to establish a 
funding stream for organizations promoting 
childbirth, and thereafter parenting or 
adoption, McNamara said.

The network was established as the 
Texas Alternative to Abortion Services 
Program, born out of a desire to “level the 
playing field” between abortion providers 
and pro-life organizations.

For the first 16 years, there was a federal 
component to the dollars in the form of 
TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families) money, McNamara said, but the 
federal component to the funding was 
always minimal: less than 10% for the past 
16 years.

Today, TPCN is funded entirely with 
general revenues from the state of Texas. In 
the fiscal year 2021, the organization was 
the program’s largest grantee, receiving 
$36.6 million (nearly 80%) of the funds 
awarded that year.

As more states pass measures to ban 
abortion — which they would be allowed 
to enforce if Roe v. Wade is overturned — 
Texas’ pregnancy care program is already 
being emulated, most notably by its 
neighbor, Oklahoma.

In late May, Oklahoma Governor Kevin 
Stitt signed a law prohibiting abortion 
from the moment of conception with 
few exceptions, and Oklahoma started a 
pregnancy care network almost exactly 
like Texas’ in 2019. Madeleine Craig, the 
Oklahoma network’s executive director, said 
in May that the network had 12 locations 
and intended to expand to at least 20 by the 
end of the year.

The Texas program is notable in part for 
the length of its continuum of care. Women 
and men are not only eligible for their pro-
life services during pregnancy, McNamara 
noted. In fact, their services extend from the 
beginning of pregnancy until three years 
after birth.

Those services include counseling for 
women considering abortion, housing for 
women who have been in an unsafe or 
abusive environment, vocational training, 
and classwork on budgeting, self-sufficiency, 
interviewing skills. They also offer doula 
services, as well as programs and classes for 
the fathers to teach them to be good and 
effective.

The Texas legislature has spoken loudly 
on this, McNamara said, creating what 
amounts to an “almost four-year continuum 
of care.”

According to reporting from the Texas 
Tribune, pregnant women in Texas are more 
likely to be uninsured — 1 in 5 residents 
were uninsured in 2019, double the national 
average — and less likely to seek early 
prenatal care than the rest of the country. 
Texas also has high rates of maternal 
mortality and morbidity, and high rates of 
teen pregnancy.

An anonymous client of the pregnancy 
network said that she appreciated the 
human connection she made when she 
sought help for her pregnancy.

“You helped a broken person that never 
talked about her feelings, that felt she 
was not important and not worth it. But 
after meeting you, I feel I am an important 
person. I love that I met you,” the client 
wrote on her comment card upon leaving 
the clinic.

Texas enacted a “heartbeat” abortion 
ban in September 2021 that prohibits 
abortions after an unborn baby’s heartbeat 
can be detected, but relies on private 
lawsuits between citizens to enforce the 
ban, rather than state action.

Despite many women traveling out of 
state for abortions since it was enacted, the 
heartbeat ban has led to a reduction in the 
number of abortions in the state, and thus 
an increase in mothers seeking help.

Since the bill took effect, the 
organizations that are part of the TPCN have 
seen requests for their services go up 35% 
compared to a normal, pre-pandemic year, 
McNamara said. He added that they expect 
another jump in demand when or if Roe is 
overturned, and an increase in funding from 
the Texas legislature would be a huge boon 
for their many clinics and homes.

The organization has faced threats in 
recent weeks following a draft opinion leak 
from the Supreme Court, along with other 
pro-life and Catholic organizations.

Over Mother’s Day weekend, a pro-life 
pregnancy center in Denton, Texas, called 
Loreto House was defaced with graffiti that 
read, “Not a clinic,” and “Forced pregnancy 
is murder.” Another women’s resource 
center, Woman to Woman Resource Center, 
also was vandalized.

Both centers are part of the TPCN.  

I
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   he news that Pope Francis will visit the 
Italian city of L’Aquila on Aug. 28 seemed 
to come out of the blue. But the trip was 
already being spoken of in February.

The city in central Italy hosts an annual 
event at the end of August known as the 
Celestinian Forgiveness. The pope recently 
announced that he will create new cardinals 
on Aug. 27, the day before his trip. Therefore, 
it seems that he planned the consistory 
around his visit to L’Aquila, rather than vice 
versa.

The Celestinian Forgiveness (Perdonanza 
Celestiniana in Italian) is a great legacy that 
Pope Celestine V left to the Church. He was 
pope from July 5, 1294, to Dec. 13 of that 
year, when he resigned from the office.

The 13th-century pope, also known as 
Peter of Morrone, is a figure of controversy. 
Many have associated him with the figure 
of the sick man in Dante’s “Divine Comedy,” 
who is described as “the one who out of 
cowardice made the great refusal.”

Yet he was in his own way a 
revolutionary pope. He was the first pontiff 
to exercise his ministry outside of Rome. He 

was based in L’Aquila (which means “the 
Eagle” in English), then a young city that 
had welcomed him after a period of living as 
a hermit.

The cardinals elected Celestine V after 
two years of internal strife, thinking that, 
given his age and personality, he would be 
a malleable pope. They were wrong. And 
during those few months of his pontificate, 
in the midst of the pressures that later 
led to his resignation, he established the 
Celestinian Forgiveness.

Santa Maria di Collemaggio in L’Aquila, 
Italy, pictured in 2020. RenanGreca via 
Wikimedia (CC BY-SA 4.0).

The bull of forgiveness drawn up by 
Celestine V offers a plenary indulgence to 
all who, having confessed and repented of 
their sins, go to the Basilica of Santa Maria 
di Collemaggio from Vespers on Aug. 28 to 
sunset on Aug. 29. It was a free indulgence 
and subject only to the bond of personal 
repentance. It was therefore open above all 
to the poor and dispossessed.

 
Celestine then renounced the papal throne 

and died a prisoner in 1296. He was 
canonized in 1313, with the name of Peter 
the Confessor, testifying that his reputation 
as a pious man was not affected by the 
circumstances of his death.

Every year for the Celestinian 
Forgiveness, there is a guest cardinal who 
opens the holy door of Santa Maria di 
Collemaggio, after a reading of the bull of 
forgiveness by the local mayor. Celestine 
donated the bull to L’Aquila and it is kept in 
an armored chapel in the tower of the town 
hall.

This year, it will therefore be Pope Francis 
who opens the holy door. The invitation, as 
mentioned, was delivered in February by 
Cardinal Giuseppe Petrocchi of L’Aquila. 
It was followed by inspections by Vatican 
officials who prepare papal visits.

Around this short trip, Pope Francis built 
a consistory. On Aug. 27, he will create 21 
new cardinals, of whom 16 will have the 
right to vote in a future conclave. On Aug. 
28, he will not follow the usual custom of 
celebrating Mass with the newly created 
cardinals but will travel instead to L’Aquila. 

What is  
the Meaning 
of Pope Francis’  
Trip to   L’Aquila? 
Rome Newsroom, Jun 7 (CNA) 

T
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What is  
the Meaning 
of Pope Francis’  
Trip to   L’Aquila? 
Rome Newsroom, Jun 7 (CNA) 

And on Aug. 29-30, there will be, for the 
first time in seven years, an extraordinary 
consistory attended by the world’s cardinals 
to discuss the new Vatican constitution.

That the consistory was built around 
this event has invited speculation that the 
85-year-old pope, who is currently making 
public appearances in a wheelchair, is 
planning to resign.

There is a precedent: Benedict XVI 
visited L’Aquila on April 28, 2009, to bring 
comfort to a population shocked by a recent 
earthquake that had hit the city hard. He 
stopped off at Santa Maria di Collemaggio, 
although the structure was not safe after the 
earthquake.

In front of the crystal coffin containing 
Celestine V’s body, Benedict XVI removed 
his pallium and placed it on the glass. In 
hindsight, the gesture was interpreted as a 
sign that one day Benedict XVI would resign 
— or that he had already thought of this 
possibility.

The tomb of Pope Celestine V (1215-
1296) in L’Aquila, Italy. Ruggerofilippo via 
Wikimedia (CC BY-SA 3.0).

But Pope Francis may not be going to 
L’Aquila to send a signal about the end of 
his pontificate. There are other possibilities. 
The visit could be connected to previously 
rumored plans that he is preparing new 
norms concerning the status of a pope 
emeritus.

This is a plausible hypothesis given that, 
since Benedict XVI’s resignation in 2013, the 
role of the pope emeritus has never been 
defined in law. After all, the few previous 
popes emeritus did not live for long or else 
died (like Celestine V) as prisoners.

Another possibility is that the pope will 
announce a reform of the rules governing 
conclaves, perhaps increasing the number of 
cardinal electors and maybe also including 
non-cardinals, following the thought of 
Paul VI, who considered permitting the 
presidents of episcopal conferences to 
attend conclaves.

It’s noteworthy that Cardinal Oscar 
Andrés Rodriguez Maradiaga, president of 
the Council of Cardinals, spoke about the 
possibility of new norms concerning the 
Sede Vacante period at the launch of his 

new book in Rome on May 5.
The possibility that Pope Francis will use 

the L’Aquila visit to announce his resignation 
currently seems unlikely given the pope’s 
determined personality. At the same time, 
however, he does not want to let his reforms 
become a dead letter, and so a resignation, 
accompanied by new norms on the pope 
emeritus and the Sede Vacante period, could 
theoretically offer him a degree of control 
over the papal succession. But that is mere 
speculation.

What is certain is that the Church 
today needs a defined juridical framework, 
especially when the new Vatican constitution 
must be put into practice and harmonized 
with established practices and law.

Pope Francis’ visit to L’Aquila will no 
doubt come to have its own symbolic 
meaning. But it remains to be seen which 
one he will give to it. 

Santa Maria di Collemaggio
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Support the Faith!
Gifts may be made to the Annual Ministry 
Appeal by check, online giving, credit card, 
direct debit, or stock donations.  

    For those interested in donating online, 
please use the GIVE tab at srdiocese.org.

    Please make checks payable to Annual  
Ministry Appeal 2022 and send to: 
 
Annual Ministry Appeal 
PO Box 4077 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402

    We also accept gifts of stock. 

Please call the Development Office with 
questions 707-566-3344.

All contributions to the Annual Ministry Appeal 
are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Thank you for your generosity!

PARISH GOAL 
2022

PLEDGES IDENTIFIED 
DONORS

GIFTS 
RECEIVED

REFUND 
TO PARISH

% OF GOAL 
RECEIVED

St. Elizabeth Seton, Rohnert Park $18,744 $45,082 165 $36,167 $17,423 193%
St. Aloysius $1,106 $2,820 10 $1,820 $714 165%
Church of the Assumption $9,609 $17,390 45 $14,025 $4,416 146%
St. James $36,104 $64,924 182 $51,159 $15,055 142%
St. Francis Solano w$22,991 $38,032 145 $31,622 $8,631 138%
Cathedral of St. Eugene $47,267 $79,033 169 $64,123 $16,856 136%
St. Joan of Arc $17,207 $32,739 98 $22,961 $5,754 133%
St. Joseph, Cotati $21,313 $31,195 166 $23,863 $2,550 112%
Resurrection $35,437 $48,471 199 $37,788 $2,351 107%
St. John the Baptist, Healdsburg $21,069 $25,612 49 $21,942 $873 104%
St. Rose $42,216 $60,837 210 $43,949 $1,733 104%
Star of the Valley $28,352 $31,261 85 $29,111 $759 103%
Holy Spirit Church $32,801 $37,647 114 $32,787 99%
St. Joseph, Fortuna $13,667 $21,671 77 $13,436 98%
St. Helena Church $21,489 $22,353 32 $20,953 98%
St. Apollinaris $67,516 $74,967 158 $64,557 96%
Sacred Heart $18,558 $18,925 46 $17,175 93%
Our Lady of Perpetual Help $4,000 $5,040 16 $3,690 92%
Christ the King Church $6,067 $5,701 24 $5,402 89%
Our Lady of the Redwoods $1,776 $1,878 9 $1,528 86%
St. John the Baptist, Napa $40,947 $66,905 358 $33,898 83%
St. Vincent de Paul $45,981 $41,111 93 $37,381 81%
St. Philip the Apostle $13,754 $11,526 33 $11,119 81%
St. Bernard $28,097 $24,496 82 $22,101 79%
Our Lady of Guadalupe $34,032 $38,396 176 $22,946 67%
St. Thomas Aquinas $15,417 $11,359 55 $10,309 67%
St. Sebastian $22,851 $18,220 50 $14,590 64%
St. Mary of the Angels, Ukiah $17,501 $12,460 35 $10,540 60%
St. Joseph, Middletown $12,480 $9,248 43 $7,143 57%
Our Lady of Good Counsel $12,312 $8,095 27 $6,955 56%
Our Lady Queen of Peace $13,023 $8,197 41 $6,939 53%
St. Mary Immaculate, Lakeport $12,377 $6,838 36 $5,518 45%
St. Mary, Arcata $22,586 $12,173 37 $9,968 44%
St. Joseph, Crescent City $10,458 $5,065 17 $3,745 36%
St. Anthony, Mendocino $6,285 $2,075 6 $1,775 28%
St. Elizabeth, Guerneville $9,243 $2,440 12 $2,440 26%
St. Peter $15,808 $3,578 17 $3,578 23%
Holy Family Church $24,509 $4,990 9 $4,870 20%
St Elizabeth Seton, Philo $4,000 $2,150 5 $700 18%
St. Anthony, Willits $4,250 $1,025 6 $725 17%
Vietnamese Martyrs $12,774 $700 2 $700 5%
St. Leo the Great $26,974 $1,440 11 $1,440 5%
No Parish Affiliation $1,920 14 $1,570
Totals* $872,948 $959,985 3164 $759,008 $77,115
Total received for Ministries:          $681,893 78%

     

Thank You 

AMA

ANNUAL  
MINISTRY APPEAL  

JULY 2022 UPDATE

*Numbers as of June 15, 2022
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Dear Family, 

At the end of July there will be a recognition 
of two important aspects of family life.  The 
first will be on July 24th which will be the 
second “World Day for Grandparents and the 
Elderly.”  Last year the Pope established this 
celebration to be on the 4th Sunday in July, 
close to the July 26th feast day of Saints Anne 
and Joachim, the grandparents of Jesus.  It 
is intended to be a time to remember and 
celebrate your grandparents and those elderly 
people in your life who helped you to become 
the person you are today.  So do something 
nice for your grandparents and those elderly 
“mentors” this day: write them a thank you 
card, have a nice family dinner together, do 
a craft project or go for a walk together, or 
maybe just give them a call.  If they can’t visit 
you, can you visit them?  It just may be that 
your grandparents and those elderly folks in 
your life still have stories to share and lessons 
they can teach you!

The second July 24th aspect of family 
life is actually the week-long celebration 
(July 24-30) of “Natural Family Planning 
Week.” Families are so vital to the health and 
well-being of society and strong marriages 
make strong families, and a proven aspect 
of strong marriages is the use of Natural 
Family Planning (NFP).  Did you know that 
the divorce rate for couples who practice NFP 
is less than 2%, while the national average 

hovers around 50%?  And just why is that?  
There are a few different reasons but an 
important one is communication and another 
is appreciating God’s design for our bodies as 
male and female in married life.

When married couples understand their 
combined fertility and can, through decades 
of scientific research, identify their fertile 
times, they can make the life-giving decision 
to plan or perhaps to postpone a pregnancy.  
Having children is a loving decision that 
a married couple can and should make 
together. Using NFP gives them great 
confidence in working together as a couple 
and it is very important to talk about and 
make mutual decisions about having children.  
And from there other family decisions will 
also come with the confidence that they can 
work together in all aspects of family life. 

During “Natural Family Planning Week” we 

invite you the explore the Natural Family 
Planning page on the Diocesan website.  
Go to  www.srdiocese.org. Then under 
“Ministries” click on “Office of Marriage and 
Family Life” then scroll down and click on 
“Natural Family Planning.”  We have listed 
there many links for you to gain a better 
understanding of NFP.  Also, we encourage 
you to visit the “California Association of 
Natural Family Planning”  
website at  CANFP.org 

 

Using NFP in marriage is a beautiful 
expression of married love as designed by 
God.  Frequently called the “best kept secret 
of the Catholic Church,” it is unfortunate that 
NFP is not promoted more or even talked 
about much.  There is so much misinformation 
about NFP in the media and elsewhere, plus 
there is little or no monetary profit to gain 
in backing NFP, so sharing this beautiful 
teaching of the Church combined with sound 
and proven medical science is a challenge.  
So we encourage you to take advantage of 
Natural Family Planning Week to perhaps 
educate yourself and gain an understanding 
of why this teaching is an important part of 
the Diocese of Santa Rosa’s requirement for 
engaged couples.

Wishing you all strong marriages, strong 
families and celebrating all the generations in 
your families.

 
Blessings to you all.  

 
 
Pax Christi, 
Carlin and  
Deacon 
Dave Gould
Co-Directors of  
the Marriage  
& Family Life 
Office

Called to The Joy  
of  

LOVE

http://www.srdiocese.org
http://www.canfp.org


California Knight 
recognized as 

Everyday Hero  
for his 800-mile pilgrimage  

to the 21 California Missions 

        an Mateo, CA — July 1 is the feast day 
of Saint Junípero Serra. Learn more about 
the holy friar, who soon-to-be Cardinal 
Robert McElroy of the Diocese of San Diego 
in 2015 called a “foundational figure” in 
California history, from a man who literally 
walked in his footsteps. 

Christian Clifford, author of books about 
Spanish-Mexican history in California, was 
on a quest to visit all twenty-one California 
missions, on foot! When asked why he did 
it, he shared, “I visited all 21 missions by 
car so I thought it would be nice to walk 
the entire chain. Being a Catholic school 
teacher for over twenty years, my hope was 
to get as close to the lives of the amazing 
people who were the first Catholics in 
California—indigenous, Spanish, mestizo—
with the hope of being a better Catholic 
and teacher.” He achieved his mission and is 
featured in the third season of the Knights 
of Columbus multipart series “Everyday 
Heroes”.  

The Knights of Columbus, founded in 
1882, is a Catholic fraternal benefit society 
with over 2 million members worldwide. The 
series “Everyday Heroes”, according to the 

Knights of Columbus, “focus the spotlight 
on these remarkable Knights whose courage, 
faith and commitment to charity embody 
the mission of the Knights of Columbus.” 
Christian Clifford is a 3rd degree member of 
Council 1346, founded in 1908 and one of 
the first five councils founded in California. 
They meet at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
parish in Belmont.

Clifford began his 800-mile journey 
in May 2018, the year marking the 184th 
anniversary of Pablo Tac’s enrollment at 
the Urban College, Rome, where the Native 
American youth and scholar attended 
seminary (learn more about Pablo Tac 
here). The bulk of his miles were walked 
in 2019. Clifford teaches theology at 
Serra High School in San Mateo and 2019 
marked the school’s 75th anniversary and 
the 250th anniversary of the founding of 
the first California mission at San Diego. 
Clifford finished his walk to the twenty-
one California missions in June 2020 and 
believes it was appropriate, because 2020 
marked the fifth year since the canonization 
of Junípero Serra. 

Specifics for Clifford’s pilgrimage 
along the California Missions Trail were 

approximately 800-miles walked over 45 
days, and approximately 298 hours walking. 
Clifford also raised over $2000 on Facebook 
and GoFundMe for The Campaign for the 
Preservation of Mission San Antonio de 
Padua Foundation. Founded in 1771 by Saint 
Junípero Serra, the third of the twenty-one 
California missions is the remotest and for 
many a favorite because of its authenticity. 
Clifford believes, “The Mission is a gem. 
Future generations must know of the roots 
of modern California and the Spanish 
missions are those roots.” 

Clifford documented his adventure on 
the California Missions Trail in Pilgrimage: In 
Search of the REAL California Missions.

 

To watch the Everyday Heroes “Walking in 
the Footsteps of St. Junipero Serra” episode 
about Christian Clifford, visit here: www.
srdiocese.org/news/christian-clifford For 
more information about Christian Clifford 
visit www.Missions1769.com.  

I Went Walking…
By Stephen Morris  

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Christian Clifford
3rd Degree Knight
Council 1346

S
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https://www.kofc.org/en/todays-knights/about-us.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/videos/everyday-heroes.html
https://www.change.org/InvokePabloTac
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=22722
https://www.preservemissionsanantonio.org/
https://www.preservemissionsanantonio.org/
https://www.preservemissionsanantonio.org/
http://www.srdiocese.org/news/christian-clifford
http://www.srdiocese.org/news/christian-clifford
http://www.missions1769.com
http://www.Missions1769.com


   hildren’s Author Sue Williams’s 
book “I Went Walking,” depicts a child 
who encounters various animals on 
her journey.  Each page she sings a 
cadence and declares “I Went Walking” 
to which each animal responds: “What 
did you see?”

Every day we have encounters, 
maybe not with a talking horses, 
but we often miss their significance 
because our day-to-day activities exist 
in Car-Culture: a fast paced zip from 
one location to the next, one event 
to another, errands on top of errands 
mentality.  

Walking culture creates pause and 
helps our ability to hear, learn, and see.  
Every encounter is lived more richly, 
and God’s hand easily considered in 
our lives. However, our society is not 
conducive or celebratory of walking-
culture.

A faithful walker along the Camino 
de Sonoma recounted a story of when 
she first moved to the area and walked 
everywhere.  Polite people would 
constantly pull over and ask her if she 
was okay, if her car broke down, or if 
she needed a ride.  Once consumed 
in the comforts of our car-culture, we 
find it hard to fathom walking from 
here-to-there.  We need to unlock the 
metaphorical walls around us and go 
for a walk.

The Camino de Sonoma will 
celebrate three years of pilgrimage this 

Summer and consistently has been a 
space of constant healing, peace, and 
spiritual awakening for the pilgrims that 
walk it.

I know what you’re thinking, “that 
sounds good for……” or perhaps the 
proverbial, “kids these days should….” 
yet we ALL need to break from our 
devices.  We all need to put our lives 
in park and get out of car-culture.  We 
need to go for a walk and share with 
others what we see.

In nearly 50 walks on the Camino 
de Sonoma, I’ve seen God’s beauty 
transcendent in encounters with other 
pilgrims. I’ve seen the depth of Sonoma 
county’s fruits in its vineyards, mountain 
tops, forests, rivers, and of course the 
Pacific Ocean.  And I’ve seen God show 
up within me as well, while I carefully 
treat every footstep on the Camino as a 
prayer, and a way to encounter Him in 
the simplicity of it all.

The Office of Youth & Young 
Adult ministry will continue to make 
invitations to heading out on Mission. 
Journey together along the Camino de 
Sonoma, and we will specifically walk 
with individuals at your parishes and 
schools who will have the ability to 
influence our future generations.

Look around, your faith can no 
longer be tied to the pew you sit in 
each Sunday, you must get out and be 
a witness. 

I Went Walking…
By Stephen Morris  

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Christian Clifford
3rd Degree Knight
Council 1346

For more on the Camino de 
Sonoma led pilgrimages:  

STEPHEN MORRIS  
e. dsryouth@srdiocese.org
 

    FUTURE SAINT FEAST DAYS  
celebrated on the Camino:  
• July 14th  • July 25th,  
• August 20 – 25th

www.caminodesonoma.com  

C 
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en Español
DEL OBISPO

¿RECONOCIMIENTO PARA NIÑOS  
COMO SERES HUMANOS ANTES DE NACER?

a noticia del mes de mayo fue la opinión “filtrada” del 
Tribunal Supremo que señala la posibilidad de que haya 

un equilibrio más equitativo entre los ‘derechos’ de los individuos. 
Durante los últimos 49 años hemos escuchado, y seguimos 
escuchando, el reclamo de “derechos” sin la debida consideración 
de las responsabilidades correspondientes. Durante mucho tiempo 
se ha entendido que el derecho de una persona a balancear su 
brazo termina donde comienza la nariz de un vecino. En el presente 
contexto podemos preguntarnos, como sucedió en las Escrituras, 
pero “¿quién es mi prójimo?” La respuesta que da Jesús es la 
parábola del buen samaritano (cf. Lc 10,25-37).

En esa parábola, el hombre que estaba tirado en la zanja no 
era reconocido como prójimo ni como otro ser humano, por lo 
que el sacerdote y el levita lo pasaron por alto. El samaritano, sin 
embargo, vio y reconoció al hombre como un “prójimo”, un ser 
humano semejante, se compadeció de él y le brindó compasión y 
cuidado. El hecho de que el sacerdote y el levita no “reconocieran” 
la humanidad del hombre golpeado por los ladrones, realmente un 
rechazo, no disminuye ni altera de ninguna manera la humanidad 
del hombre golpeado, pero su respuesta hacia esto dice mucho 
sobre su humanidad.

El fracaso, realmente el rechazo, por parte de muchas personas 
a “reconocer” la humanidad del niño por nacer no disminuye ni 
altera, en modo alguno, la humanidad de ese niño. El hecho de 
que nuestra nación no haya brindado ningún tipo de protección 
legal a estos niños no nacidos durante los últimos 49 años dice 
mucho sobre nuestro cuidado por la humanidad. Nuestra nación 
no solo se ha negado a brindar protección legal, sino que ha 
inhibido y prohibido ciertas acciones por parte de quienes desean 
brindar ayuda y asistencia a ese niño. Esto, de ninguna manera, 
impugna ninguna de las cosas buenas que nuestro país hace 
por los pobres, los inmigrantes, los oprimidos, sino que pone de 
relieve al hombre golpeado que se encuentra tirado en la zanja, 
el niño en el útero. Ese niño, ya sea planeado o no, comparte una 
naturaleza humana común con todos nosotros y tiene derecho a 
las mismas protecciones legales de las que todos disfrutamos. Si 
esta decisión se mantiene, entonces los Estados e instituciones 
individuales podrán ofrecer compasión, protección y atención sin 
verse obligados a ofrecer también el aborto. Desafortunadamente, 

California no es un lugar donde esas protecciones tengan alguna 
esperanza de llegar a concretarse.

El Señor no hace ninguna referencia negativa a los hombres 
que golpearon y robaron al hombre y lo dieron por muerto. Él 
nos hace saber, sin embargo, que este hombre es nuestro prójimo 
y que no podemos ignorarlo. Tampoco podemos ignorar al niño 
por nacer. Al mismo tiempo, la mujer, la madre, que enfrenta un 
momento difícil y descubre un embarazo inconveniente, también 
es nuestra vecina. Si la opinión filtrada de la Corte demuestra ser 
una representación precisa de la decisión final de la Corte, entonces 
será importante que la Iglesia y el pueblo de Dios se acerquen más 
activamente a estas mujeres para asegurarles que ahora tienen 
opciones verdaderamente viables. y que caminaremos con ellos con 
compasión y cuidado.

El Comité de Actividades Pro-Vida de la USCCB comenzó un 
programa en 2021 conocido como Walking with Moms in Need., 
el cual cuenta con todo mi apoyo y es mi deseo que este programa 
debe llegar a ser bien conocido en nuestras parroquias.  Nuestra 
Oficina de Vida Familiar ha de apoyar y alentar, este programa, y 
próximamente contaremos con más información al respecto, pero 
por ahora, invito a todos a visitar el sitio web:  
www.walkingwithmoms.com/parish-resources donde 
hay materiales parroquiales disponibles que pueden ayudar a 
fortalecer las actividades pro-vida en las parroquias. El objetivo 
es ayudar a identificar los mecanismos de apoyo al embarazo que 
ya están activos en la comunidad local y así, ayudar a asegurar 
que esos apoyos sean bien conocidos, fácilmente accesibles y bien 
respaldados. Nuestro propio sitio web diocesano enumera los 
diversos centros de apoyo para el embarazo repartidos por toda la 
diócesis en: www.srdiocese.org/respect-life.

Ore por mí como prometo orar por usted.

Reverendísimo 
Robert F. Vasa
Obispo de Santa Rosa

L
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¿RECONOCIMIENTO PARA NIÑOS  
COMO SERES HUMANOS ANTES DE NACER?

A

Caminando 
Con Mamas 
Necesitadas

By Carlin Gould

 estas alturas, ya todos han escuchado 
hablar del Proyecto de opinión 

“filtrado” de la Corte Suprema sobre si Roe 
vs Wade es constitucional.  Si la decisión se 
mantiene como hemos escuchado la capacidad 
legal de una mujer embarazada para abortar 
recae sobre cada estado individualmente.  
Aquí en California nuestro gobernador quiere 
hacer de este estado de “destino de aborto” 
con 23 leyes nuevas ahora pendientes en la 
Legislatura para ayudar a que eso se haga 
realidad, incluido el uso de nuestros impuestos 
estatales para financiar subvenciones para 
ayudar a pagar el transporte, comidas, hotel, 
cuidado de niños etc. para que las mujeres de 
otros estados vengan a California para abortar 
a su hijo por nacer.

¡Pero como Iglesia, nacimos listos para 
esto!  Por medio de nuestra fe, nosotros 
como cristianos, estamos y somos llamados 
a ayudar a las personas necesitadas.  Incluso 
los primeros cristianos fueron conocidos 
por ayudar a los demás.  Incluso hay una 
canción con la que muchos de usted están 
familiarizados donde el coro dice: “Ellos 
sabemos que somos Cristianos por nuestro 
amor”.  Cabe destacar que la Conferencia 
de Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos 
(USCCB) por sus siglas en Ingles) ha creado 
un programa parroquial llamado Caminando 
con Mamas Necesitadas (walkingwithmoms.
com).  el programa describe como usted y 
específicamente su comunidad Parroquial 
puede ayudar a proteger tanto a los no 
nacidos como a sus madres que se encuentran 
en una situación de embarazo no planeado.  
Caminando con Mamas Necesitadas está 
diseñado para proporcionar la información 
necesaria cuando una mujer llama a su puerta 
o a la oficina parroquial. 

Caminando con Mamas Necesitadas es 
un sistema muy simple y organizado para 
reunir en un solo lugar todos los recursos 
disponibles en su comunidad local para ayudar 
a una mujer y a su familia con un embarazo 
no planeado.  ¿Sabes dónde se encuentra su 
centro local de embarazo pro-vida?  ¿Puedes 
dirigir a alguien al banco de comida de 
alimentos local o donde se puede encontrar 
refugio de emergencia o atención médica 
gratuita o de bajo costo?  ¿La oficina de su 
parroquia sabe a dónde dirigir a alguien para 
que se inscriba en WIC?

¿Eres una persona que, como parte de 
tu equipo parroquial, escuchara y guiará a 
estas mujeres en la dirección correcta donde 
se sientan cuidadas y no solas y donde se 
sientan apoyadas para dar a Luz al hijo en 
su vientre?  De eso se trata Caminar con 
Mamas Necesitadas, recopilan información 
adecuada, para luego llegar a nosotros y 
ayudar a aquellas que están asustadas por su 
embarazo no planeado y tal vez sienten que 
no hay apoyo para ellas.  Todo el propósito 
de Caminando con Mamas Necesitadas es de 
ayudar a las mujeres que no saben que hacer 
cuando su corazón dice “es mi bebe” y la 
cultura que las rodea les dice, “¡Haz un aborto 
y tu problema desaparecerá!”

¡Tu como cristiano naciste listo para 
ayudar!  Por tu bautismo en la Iglesia 
Católica, está llamado a ser como Cristo para 
los demás, para ayudar a los necesitados.  
¿Estás dispuesto a trabajar con su pastor y 
crear un ambiente amoroso y enriquecedor 
donde las madres embarazadas puedan 
acudir en busca de referencias y recursos que 
se ajusten a sus necesidades específicas?  
¡Podemos hacer esto y ahora es el momento 
de dar un paso adelante y ayudar!  Llame 
a la Oficina de Matrimonio y Vida Familiar 
para obtener información sobre cómo puede 
crear un programa para Caminar Con Mamas 
Necesitadas.  ¿Si no eres tú, entonces quién? 
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¡SER CRUZADA A  
FAVOR DE LA VIDA!

By Fr. Mario Valencia

adie lo puede dudar!, como habitantes de este mundo y 
miembros de una sociedad, siempre estaremos en búsqueda 

de nuestro bienestar. Es natural querer alcanzar un beneficio, 
un gozo, un bien para nuestras personas, yo creo que nadie, en 
su sano juicio y conscientemente, nunca buscará un mal para si 
mismo. Salvaguardar este bienestar en la sociedad, es la principal 
función de los gobiernos e instituciones del Estado, la cual se 
expresa por medio de los derechos y obligaciones de los individuos 
que hacen posible el orden y la sana convivencia, necesarios para 
el bienestar personal. Las reglas que facilitan esta búsqueda del 
bienestar personal, por contenerse en una sociedad, van y deben 
de ir en relación con el otro, de lo contrario no existiera el derecho 
a la propiedad privada, a la salud, la libertad, en fin, a la vida. 
Somos parte de una sociedad y aunque pudiésemos justificar 
el hacer lo que deseamos por que buscamos un beneficio para 
nosotros mismos, no podemos dejar de respetar en justicia y en 
verdad el derecho del otro que tiene de buscar su propio beneficio 
y bienestar. En otras palabras, como decía atinadamente el 
llamado benemerito de las Americas, Benito Juarez (Presidente de 
Mexico 1857-1872) “El respeto al derecho ajeno, es la paz.” Este 
principio básico de convivencia tan anhelado,  es el resultado de 
los derechos de los individuos. El hecho de experimentar grandes 
avances en el desarrollo de practicas que hoy podemos gozar 
en nuestra sociedad, habla de como, la dignidad del ser humano 
con sus derechos y obligaciones expresan una “evolución” 
en en entendimiento de nuestra naturaleza como personas. 
Anteriormente no se votaba, no se podia opinar, no se podian 
ejercer en muchos paises el ejercicio de la libertad, existia la 
esclavitud, cada quien hacia justicia por su propia mano, en donde 
se reinaba el autoritarismo y reinaba el ojo por ojo y el diente por 
diente, etc.. Creo que hoy estamos en un punto en donde debemos 

de seguir buscando el bien mayor, lo que es correcto, lo que es 
mejor, lo que nos hace mas personas en toda dignidad y el hecho 
de querer justificar una muerte de un ser humano, como lo es la 
muerte del no nacido desde el momento de su concepcion, por 
buscar un bienestar personal, limita, retrocede y desvia a nuestra 
naturaleza humana hacia un sentido contrario, no tan solo de la 
busqueda de nuestra dignidad como hijas de Dios, sino como hijas 
de nuestra propia historia. Negar ese derecho a la vida, de un ser 
distinto a mi, aunque este en mi cuerpo, es negar y terminar con el 
derecho inalienable a existir, a vivir, a ser y si esto no es conservado 
y salvaguardado por quien tiene la obligacion de defender la 
vida, entonces que podemos esperar de los demas derechos que 
en el transcurso de nuestra vida seguiran siendo pisoteados por 
justificar un bien de uno a costa del otro. Desafortunadamente, 
vemos como lo que se pide no se da, actualmente se exige que 
respetemos las opiniones de otros, mas sin embargo, me siento 
con el derecho de pintar monumentos, destrozar patrimonios 
privados, e incluso violentar y agredir a aquel que piensa diferente 
de mi y por su puesto hasta asesinar al que no soy yo, que esta 
dentro de mi y que ni siquiera tiene a alguien que lo defienda. 
¿Dónde entonces el respeto al otro, dónde entonces la busqueda 
del bien, dónde entonces incluso el decir que soy mejor que tú y 
que mi opinion se sustenta en la verdad objetiva de una naturaleza 
humana que tiene mayores expectativas? Hay desiciones que 
pueden modificar mi vida, pero hay otras que no solo modifican 
la nuestra sino la de los demas y en esta sociedad y generacion 
que nos ha tocado vivir, creo firmemente que Dios nos llama a 
ser cruzada por la vida misma. Oremos por 
cada mujer, por cada madre para que en sus 
decisiones se eleven en dignidad a ser lo 
mejor, aunque implique el sacrificio de si 
mismas a favor la vida, por que al final 
de cuentas “nadie tiene mas amor que 
aquel que da la vida por el otro”. 
(Jn.15:13). 
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           pro-life pregnancy center in upstate 
New York sustained major damage in a fire 
and was defaced with pro-abortion graffiti 
Tuesday morning.

The center, CompassCare, located in 
Amherst, New York, a suburb of Buffalo, 
posted photos on its Facebook page 
showing the building’s windows shattered, 
an office burned and heavily damaged, and 
the words “Jane was here” spray-painted on 
the side of the building.

Variations of that message have been 
featured in some of the recent attacks on 
pro-life pregnancy centers and churches 
since a draft opinion leaked to the media 
last month indicated that the U.S. Supreme 
Court was poised to overturn Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision that 
legalized abortion nationwide.

Jim Harden, the CEO of CompassCare, 
told CNA that it will cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars and take several 
months to repair the building. The center is 
accepting donations here.

CompassCare, a pro-life pregnancy 
center near Buffalo, New York, was heavily 
damaged by fire and spray-painted with 
pro-abortion graffiti on June 7, 2022. 
CompassCare

Police are investigating the incident 
as a possible arson. Two firefighters who 
responded to the scene were treated for 
minor injuries, Amherst police said.

Calling the damage to the clinic a 
“heinous crime,” Harden said that the 
morale of his team is high. 

“The people of God are not going to let 
CompassCare remain homeless,” he said. 
“This is their ministry.” 

He said that CompassCare’s facilities 
have remained on high alert due to the 
recent violence to pregnancy centers around 
the country. He said that the Amherst clinic 
had plans to install armored glass windows 
Tuesday morning. 

“It’s an evil thing that happened, but 
God is in the business of turning things 
upside down and making them good,” he 
said.

Harden said that the graffiti is an 
apparent reference to the name of a 
pro-abortion activist group called Jane’s 
Revenge.

The Daily Signal reported that Jane’s 
Revenge gets its name from a 1960’s activist 
group, Jane Collective. NPR reported that the 
group aimed to provide abortions to women 
while it was still illegal.

In a post at Puget Sound Anarchists, 
the Bo Brown Memorial Cell of Jane’s 
Revenge claimed responsibility for the May 
22 spray paint vandalism at a parish in the 
Archdiocese of Seattle, along with attacks 
on three non-Catholic churches.

On a website called anarchistfederation.
net, a post calling for expressing anger “out 
into the world and expressing it physically” 
was signed by “Jane’s Revenge.”

That post, titled “Jane’s Revenge — 
Night of Rage,” also calls for people to 
“come out after dark” and “make your 
anger known” on the night of the final 
ruling on Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization. The Mississippi abortion case 
has the potential to overturn Roe v. Wade.

“To those who work to oppress us: If 
abortion isn’t safe, you aren’t either,” the 
post says. “We are everywhere.”

The words “Jane was here,” “Jane says 
revenge” or “Jane’s revenge” have recently 
been left at the scene of multiple vandalisms 
of pregnancy resource centers.

On June 3, the Capitol Hill Pregnancy 
Center in Washington D.C. was vandalized 
with red paint and spray paint that said 
“Jane says revenge.”

In the early hours of May 25, Next Step 
Pregnancy Center in Lynnwood, Washington, 
was tagged with grafitti saying, “Jane’s 
revenge” and “If abortions aren’t safe, you 
aren’t either.” At least five of its windows 
were smashed.

In Maryland, the ??Alpha Pregnancy 
Center in Reisterstown, northwest of 
Baltimore, was defaced with spray-painted 
threats May 14 including “If abortions aren’t 
safe, neither are you,” “Not a clinic,” and 
“You’re anti-choice and not pro-life.” Those 
messages were signed as being from “Jane’s 
Revenge.” 

On May 8 the headquarters of Wisconsin 
Family Action in Madison, Wisconsin, were 
set on fire and graffiti was left on the 
building that said, “If abortions aren’t safe 
than you aren’t either.” The next day, Oregon 
Right to Life reported that Molotov cocktails 
were thrown at the organization’s offices in 
Keizer on May 8, igniting a small fire. The fire 
was quickly put out and no one was hurt.

Between May 7 and May 8, two 
women’s resource centers, Woman to 
Woman Resource Center and Loreto House, 
were vandalized in Denton, Texas, near 
Dallas. 

Police Investigating  
Fire at New York 
Pregnancy Center
Washington, D.C. Newsroom, Jun 7, 2022 (CNA)  
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  1. July 01: St. Junipero Serra
  2. July 02: St. Otto
  3. July 03: St. Thomas the Apostle
  4.  July 04: St. Elizabeth of Portugal
  5. July 05:  St. Anthony Mary 

Zaccaria
  6. July 06: St. Maria Goretti
  7. July 07:  Blessed Roger Dickenson, 

Ralph Milner and 
Lawrence Humphrey

  8. July 08: Blessed Eugene III
  9. July 09: The Martyrs of Orange
10. July 10:  St. Felicity and  

Her Seven Sons
11. July 11: St. Benedict
12. July 12: St. John Gaulbert
13. July 13: St. Henry II
14. July 14:  Blessed Kateri 

Tekakwitha,  
St. Francis Solano

15. July 15: St. Bonaventure
16. July 16:  Our Lady of  

Mount Carmel
17. July 17: St. Leo IV
18. July 18: St. Frederick
19. July 19: St. Macrina
20. July 20: St. Apollinaris
21.  July 21: St. Lawrence of Brindisi
22. July 22: St. Mary Magdalene
23. July 23: St. Bridget of Sweden
24. July 24: St. Boris and St. Gleb
25. July 25: St. James the Greater
26.  July 26:  St. Joachim  

and St. Anne
27. July 27: St. Pantaleon
28. July 28: St. Botvid
29.  July 29: St. Martha
30. July 30: St. Peter Chrysologus
31. July 31: St. Ignatius of Loyola

32. August 01: St. Alphonsus Liguori
33. August 02:  Our Lady of The 

Angels, St. Eusebius
34. August 03:  St. Peter Julian 

Eymard
35. August 04: St. John Vianney
36. August 05:  Blessed Frederic 

Janssoone
37. August 06: The Transfiguration
38. August 07: St. Cajetan
39. August 08: St. Dominic
40. August 09: Blessed John of Reiti
41. August 10: St. Lawrence
42. August 11: St. Clare
43. August 12:  St. Porcarius and 

Companions
44. August 13:  St. Pontian and  

St. Hippolytus
45. August 14: St. Maxmilian Kolbe
46. August 15:  The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary
47. August 16:  St. Stephen of 

Hungary
48. August 17:  Blessed Joan 

Delanoue
49. August 18:  St. Jane Frances De 

Chantal
50. August 19: St. John Eudes
51. August 20: St. Bernard
52. August 21: St. Pius X
53. August 22: Mary, Our Queen
54. August 23: St. Rose of Lima
55. August 24: St. Bartholomew
56. August 25: St. Louis of France
57. August 26: St. Elizabeth Bichier
58. August 27: St. Monica
59. August 28: St. Augustine
60. August 29:  Beheading of  

John the Baptist
61. August 30: St. Pammachius

SAINTS 
for JULY+AUGUST
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CONTACT PATTY BROOKS  
FOR PRICING/OFFERS   

P: 714-323-9972  
e: advertising@srdiocese.org

The North Coast Catholic provides a quality, informative 
publication to 40,000 homes throughout the diocese 

of Santa Rosa comprising of Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, 
Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma counties. 

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM
THE LOSS OF A SON,
DAUGHTER, OR
GRANDCHILD? 
Sacred Sorrows exists to help grieving mothers,
grandmothers, and the people who love them.

Visit www.sacredsorrows.org to learn about:

- gentle & healing retreats 

- supportive online resources

- monthly gatherings 

Where deep grief meets the mystery of grace 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE 

SPECIAL RATES

AVAILABLE

   CHICKEN      
Sunday Aug. 7th! • 11AM-6PM

Delicious Catholic BBQ Chicken (1/2 chicken!),
Green Salad, Mexican Beans, Rice, Garlic Bread,

Dessert, Punch & Coffee!

FULL Order - $25
1/2 Order $20

Wine Wheel, Beer, Wine & Margaritas
Games for All Ages - Silent Auction

     GREAT FAMILY FUN!     



INSPIRING NEW 
IGNATIUS PRESS BOOKS

◆ CHARLES DE FOUCAULD   — Jean-Jacques Antier

Unknown during his lifetime as a solitary monk in the 
Sahara Desert, and assassinated by bandits in 1916, this 

former French playboy had a radical conversion to Christ that com-
pelled him to live a deeply ascetical religious life that has had 
a great impact on the world since his death. He was officially 
recognized by the Church as a saint with his canonization 
on May 15, 2022.
   This definitive biography by a renowned French author 

describes Foucauld’s dramatic, inspiring life in a vivid narrative 
style. It is the fruit of his exhaustive research on Foucauld's life and 
writings, and interviews with numerous people who knew him, 
describing Foucauld as a "personality of � re".
Includes 16 pages of photos.       CDF2P . . .  Sewn So� cover, $19.95

“Foucauld is an extraordinary � gure whose life reads like a dramatic contemporary master-
piece written in God’s own handwriting. � is biography captures beautifully the essence of 
the man!”   —Fr. Donald Haggerty, Author, St. John of the Cross: Master of Contemplation

“A gripping account of what it costs to live exclusively for the love of 
Christ while struggling with the resistance of human nature and a hos-
tile environment.”  —Erasmo Leiva-Merikakis, Author, Fire of Mercy, 
Heart of the Word

“Following De Foucauld’s great struggles, joys and sorrows will 
in� ame your desire for an intense communion with the Lord. 
A magni� cent read!”  —Harold Burke-Sivers, Author, Behold the 
Man: A Catholic Vision of Male Spirituality

◆ THE MESSAGE BEHIND THE MOVIE     — Douglas Beaumont

By discussing the cinematic techniques and the genre considerations � lmmakers use to communicate 
their ideas, this book helps Catholics and other Christians to become informed viewers. Beau-

mont shows how to evaluate the stories that movies tell and to discern what they say about reality, God, 
and what it means to be human. He also illustrates how movie watchers can engage in thoughtful, lively 
discussions about not only � lm but also the big questions in life.      MBMP . . .  Sewn So� cover, $17.95

"I wish I had this � ve-star book thirty years ago! Wonderful for all ages, it is especially helpful for young people 
trying to navigate a world sinking in screens."      — Carl E. Olson, Editor, Catholic World Report

◆ CONFESSIONS OF A CAFETERIA CATHOLIC 
Peter Kree�  and Nat Whilk

The brilliant philosopher Kreeft responds to a twenty-point manifesto for “cafeteria Catholics” 
by Whilk that results in a sharp, friendly, and funny debate between two honest thinkers trying to 

understand the Christian life. Kree�  builds his case for a full-package Catholicism, addressing themes 
of authority, love, freedom, conscience, sex, abortion, social justice, science, and more. This debate 
serves as a fun and accessible introduction to some of the knottiest aspects of Catholic doctrine.     
CCCP . . .Sewn So� cover, $16.95

“Kree� ’s tone of simplicity and charity is bound to echo in the heart of any truth seeker.” 
—Tyler Rowley, Author, Because of Our Fathers 

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 (800) 651-1531

www.ignatius.com


